
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read, Write, Count: The Story Thief Library 

Resource 
Activities, songs and ideas for running an interactive session using The Story Thief in 

your library. 

 

Resource created by Scottish Book Trust 
 

 

Scottish Book Trust is a registered company (SC184248) 

and a Scottish charity (SC027669). 
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About Read, Write, Count 

Read, Write, Count is a Scottish Book Trust programme which gifts every P2 and P3 

child in Scotland a free bag containing books, educational games and writing 

materials. The books and materials are chosen to help support parental and family 

engagement at home, as well as exploring reading, literacy, numeracy and writing. 

 

The bags arrive in schools from the end of October, and we recommend they are 

gifted during Book Week Scotland (14-20 November 2022). You can read more 

about bag gifting in our bag gifting guide on the website. 

 

About this resource 

This resource outlines ideas to run four sessions in your library exploring the Read, 

Write, Count book The Story Thief by Graham Carter. 

 

This resource contains two full sessions that you can use in either autumn or winter 

(depending on when you are able to organise your first session). We’ve also 

included ideas you could use in spring or summer as follow-up sessions if you 

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/primary-1-3-bag-gifting
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choose. 

 

The session flows as follows: 

• Welcome 

• Reading the book together 

• Activity break 

• Rhyme or song 

• Arts and crafts 

• Goodbye and books to take home 

 

The sessions should last between 20 and 30 minutes, depending on the size of your 

group. 

 

Resources for each session 

Make sure for all your sessions you have: 

• A copy of The Story Thief by Graham Carter 

• Some other books that explore topics such as sharing, community, learning a 

new skill, the sea, the beach or marine creatures etc. that families can borrow 

after the session 

 

Autumn session 

• A4 paper (one per child) 

• Pens, pencils or crayons for drawing  

• Printed pictures of octopuses you can hide throughout the library before the 

session 

 

Winter session 

• A4 paper or our mini book template 

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/how-to-make-a-book#:~:text=This%20quick%20and%20easy%20activity,can%20fill%20their%20book%20with.
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• Pens, pencils or crayons for drawing 

 

Session overview 

Welcome 

First session 

Welcome everyone to the session, saying hello to all the children and adults in turn. 

You can use stickers or sticky labels for name badges. Show everyone your copy of 

The Story Thief and ask who has read it and what, if anything, they remember about 

it. 

 

Following sessions 

Show your copy of The Story Thief and, if you’ve run another session with some 

members of the group, ask if anyone remembers what we did last session.  Explain 

to parents the importance of giving children time to respond to a question they’ve 

asked. You can also have a chat about how repeating and revisiting ideas or 

activities is comforting for children and can be good for their learning. 

 

Ask the children if they can remember what happened in the story and show them 

the pictures so they can re-tell it collaboratively. 

 

Reading the book 

Read the book aloud to the group, making sure everyone can see the pages and 

hear you. Allow children to stop and ask questions, or take time looking at the 

illustrations. You can encourage them to join in with all the details in the book. What 

do they notice about the different houses of the town residents? What other animals 

can they spot? 

 

Activity break 

Follow the guide online to create a paper strip fish. Give each child two strips of 

paper and pens or pencils to decorate them. Glue the larger strip of paper together 

https://buggyandbuddy.com/paper-strip-fish-craft/
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to make a tear drop shape. Then fold the smaller strip into a loose triangle. Glue the 

two pieces of paper together to make a paper strip fish that you can hang to explore 

how it moves (or swims!) with the breeze.  

 

You can explore blowing on them gently to create a stronger current. Can you make 

the sounds of the waves as the storm gets stronger and the fish swims harder? 

 

Rhymes and songs 

Tell the children and parents that we’re going to learn a song with some actions. The 

song is “Octopus” and it has different actions for the different fish in each verse. Go 

through the first verse (slippery fish, sliding) a couple of times and then call out the 

different fish and how they swim for each verse as you go along (e.g. octopus, 

squiggling etc.) 

 

Start small and build up the actions. How does a small slippery fish swim? What 

about an octopus that has eight legs? By the time you get to the whale everyone has 

to do huge actions! 

 

Slippery fish, slippery fish 

Sliding through the water 

Slippery fish, slippery fish 

Sliding through the water 

Gulp! Gulp! Gulp! 

 

Oh no! It’s been eaten by an… 

Octopus, octopus 

Squiggling in the water 

Octopus, octopus 

Squiggling in the water 

Gulp! Gulp! Gulp! 

 

Oh no! It’s been eaten by a… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjEEjXgAs0M
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Tuna fish, tuna fish 

Splashing through the water 

Tuna fish, tuna fish 

Splashing through the water 

Gulp! Gulp! Gulp! 

 

Oh no! It’s been eaten by a… 

Great white shark, great white shark 

Lurking in the water 

Great white shark, great white shark 

Lurking in the water 

Gulp! Gulp! Gulp! 

 

Oh no! It’s been eaten by a… 

Humongous whale, humongous whale 

Spouting in the water 

Humongous whale, humongous whale 

Spouting in the water 

Gulp! Gulp! Gulp! 

 

Arts and crafts 

Autumn:  

In The Story Thief the books go missing! Print pictures of octopus that you can hide 

around the library for the families to find together. Hide some of the octopuses in 

books that link into the theme of the books (e.g. books about the sea, marine 

creatures, the beach etc.).  If you make sure each octopus has a letter, the families 

can come together once they’ve found it all and descramble the word. It could be the 

name of your library or local area! 

 

Winter:  
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Give each child a printed copy of our mini book template and use the video on our 

website to show them how to fold and design their own book. What story or picture 

would they put in their book? 

 

Once all the mini books are finished, you could put them together to show the 

children they’ve created their own library, or experiment creating your own version of 

the ship from The Story Thief. Children could take these home, or you could create a 

display of them in the library for them to revisit. 

 

Goodbye 

At the end of all your sessions you can explore some books that are similar to The 

Story Thief in theme or topic and explain to the children that they can borrow them 

and take them home. These books could explore: 

• Sharing 

• Community 

• Learning a new skill 

• The sea 

• The beach 

• Pirates 

• Boats or ships 

• Marine creatures including octopuses 

 

To send families away you can revisit the song or rhyme from the session. 

 

Follow up sessions 

The following are songs, rhymes and activities you could explore in other sessions. 

We’ve split them into different seasons, to allow you flexibility of when you hold 

them, but feel free to adapt based on your library. 

 

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/how-to-make-a-book#:~:text=This%20quick%20and%20easy%20activity,can%20fill%20their%20book%20with.
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Spring 

Activity: 

This is a nice way to wind down at the end of a session. Play “The Midnight Swim of 

the Mermaid” instrumental track from the Bookbug app and explore some sea 

creature themed yoga poses. 

 

Rhyme: 

With a wide open mind and a book in my hand 

I let myself drift into magical lands 

Each page holds adventure 

My mind is aglow 

Each sentence I read 

Helps my world to grow 

 

All of life’s secrets 

And all of life’s truths 

All of life’s wonders... 

Can be found in a book. 

 

Summer 

Activity: 

In the book, Olive dresses up as a pirate. Show the children Olive’s outfit and give 

them paper and pens or pencils and ask them to design their own pirate. What 

animal would they have perch on their shoulder? What would their pirate name be? 

Song: What Shall We Do With a Grumpy Pirate? 

 

Further resources 

https://soundcloud.com/scottishbooktrust/28-the-midnight-swim-of-the?utm_source=Email&utm_campaign=social_sharing&utm_medium=widgetutm_content=https%3A%2F%2Fsoundcloud.com%2Fscottishbooktrust%2F28-the-midnight-swim-of-the
https://soundcloud.com/scottishbooktrust/28-the-midnight-swim-of-the?utm_source=Email&utm_campaign=social_sharing&utm_medium=widgetutm_content=https%3A%2F%2Fsoundcloud.com%2Fscottishbooktrust%2F28-the-midnight-swim-of-the
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/bookbug/bookbug-app
https://www.pinkoatmeal.com/sea-themed-yoga/
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/songs-and-rhymes/what-shall-we-do-with-the-grumpy-pirate
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• Read, Write, Count webpage on Scottish Book Trust website 

• Find your local Read, Write, Count contact 

• Watch The Story Thief being read aloud 

• Read, Write, Count resources for the P2 bags, including inclusive and sensory 

ideas 

• Read, Write, Count resources for the P3 bags, including inclusive and sensory 

ideas 

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/about-read-write-count
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/read-write-count/contacts
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/the-story-thief
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/the-story-thief
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/read-write-count-for-p2
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/read-write-count-for-p2
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/read-write-count-for-p3
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/read-write-count-for-p3

