
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read, Write, Count: Out of Nowhere 

Library Resource  
Activities, songs and ideas for running an interactive session using Out of Nowhere 

in your library. 

 

 

Resource created by Scottish Book Trust 

 

Scottish Book Trust is a registered company (SC184248) 

and a Scottish charity (SC027669).
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About Read, Write, Count 

Read, Write, Count is a Scottish Book Trust programme which gifts every P2 and P3 

child in Scotland a free bag containing books, educational games and writing 

materials. The books and materials are chosen to help support parental and family 

engagement at home, as well as exploring reading, literacy, numeracy and writing. 

 

The bags arrive in schools from the end of October, and we recommend they are 

gifted during Book Week Scotland (14-20 November 2022). You can read more 

about bag gifting in our bag gifting guide on the website. 

 

About this resource 

This resource outlines ideas to run four sessions in your library exploring the Read, 

Write, Count book Out of Nowhere by Chris Naylor-Ballesteros. 

 

This resource contains two full sessions that you can use in either autumn or winter 

(depending on when you are able to organise your first session). We’ve also 

included ideas you could use in spring or summer as follow-up sessions if you 

choose. 

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/primary-1-3-bag-gifting
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The session flows as follows: 

• Welcome 

• Reading the book together 

• Activity break 

• Rhyme or song 

• Arts and crafts 

• Goodbye and books to take home 

 

The sessions should last between 20 and 30 minutes, depending on the size of your 

group. 

 

What you need 

Make sure for all your sessions you have: 

• A copy of Out of Nowhere by Chris Naylor-Ballesteros 

• Some other books that explore topics such as friendship, the moon, insects 

(including the process of caterpillars becoming butterflies), journeys etc. that 

families can borrow after the session 

 

Autumn session 

• Paper plates (one per child) 

• String 

• Scissors 

• A hole punch 

• Coloured pens 

• Glue 

• Glitter 

• A collection of small red objects you can hide throughout your library 
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• A basket or box 

 

Winter session 

• A4 paper in different colours 

• Glue 

• Scissors 

• Googly eyes or white circular stickers you can draw a pupil onto 

 

Session overview 

Welcome  

First session 

Welcome everyone to the session, saying hello to all the children and adults in turn. 

You can use stickers or sticky labels for name badges. Show everyone your copy of 

Out of Nowhere and ask who has read it and what, if anything, they remember about 

it. 

 

Following sessions 

Show your copy of Out of Nowhere and, if you’ve run another session with some 

members of the group, ask if anyone remembers what we did last session.  Explain 

to parents the importance of giving children time to respond to a question they’ve 

asked. You can also have a chat about how repeating and revisiting ideas or 

activities is comforting for children and can be good for their learning. 

 

Ask the children if they can remember what happened in the story and show them 

the pictures so they can re-tell it collaboratively. 

 

Reading the book 

Read the book aloud to the group, making sure everyone can see the pages and 

hear you. Allow children to stop and ask questions, or take time looking at the 

illustrations. You can encourage them to join in – can they spot the 
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caterpillar/butterfly on each page? What would their dance around the moon look 

like? 

 

Activity break 

Tell the group you’ve lost your basket with today’s craft materials in it. Tell everyone 

it’s covered in a red cloth, so they need to try and find as many red things as they 

can. Before the session, hide some red objects around the library, e.g. a red hat, a 

handkerchief, a Lego piece, a red picnic blanket. If you do run more than one 

session, you could even make the items seasonal – red sunglasses in summer, or a 

red leaf in autumn. 

 

Whenever they find something, you can pretend you accidentally left it there: “So 

that’s where I left my glove, I’ve been looking for it everywhere!” You can gather all 

your red objects together before revealing your hidden basket. 

 

Rhymes and songs 

Tell the children we’re going to learn a song together – you can repeat it so they can 

add in some actions pretending to be rockets heading to the moon! The song is 

“Zoom, Zoom, Zoom”: 

 

Zoom, zoom, zoom 

We’re going to the moon. 

Zoom, zoom, zoom. 

We’re going to the moon. 

 

If you want to take a trip, 

climb aboard my rocket ship. 

Zoom, zoom, zoom. 

We’re going to the moon. 

 

5, 4, 3, 2, 1 

https://soundcloud.com/scottishbooktrust/03-zoom-zoom-zoom
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Blast off! 

 

Arts and crafts 

Autumn 

The friends in the story love to watch the moon together. Give each child a paper 

plate to let them make their own moon. Use NASA’s guide to look at the different 

phases of the moon and let the children decide if they want to cut their plate to be a 

crescent or waning moon – or leave it uncut to make a full moon! 

 

They can then decorate the paper plate with a face or different colours. You can also 

follow DLTK’s guide to create a moon with a hanging star.  

 

Winter 

Create your own beetle hats! Ask each adult to measure the band for the hat by 

wrapping a piece of coloured paper around their head and marking where to cut. 

They then cut a long strip, at the necessary length, to make a band. Wee ones can 

decorate this with different spots or patterns – look at different bugs and beetles in 

some books together! 

 

Then cut out a semi-circle to make a face for your beetle. You stick this on the front 

of the hat, adding some eyes, a face, and some strips of paper to make the 

antennae. You can see images of what the final hat should look like on the Make and 

Takes website. 

 

Goodbye 

At the end of all your sessions you can explore some books that are similar to Out of 

Nowhere in theme or topic and explain to the children that they can borrow them and 

take them home. These books could explore: 

• Friendship 

• Missing someone 

https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/moon-phases/en/
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/moon-phases/en/
https://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/space/m-moon-plate.html
https://makeandtakes.com/ladybug-hat-craft
https://makeandtakes.com/ladybug-hat-craft
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• Going on an adventure 

• Insects, including how caterpillars become butterflies 

• The moon 

 

To send families away you can revisit the song or rhyme from the session. 

 

Follow up sessions 

The following are examples of songs, rhymes and activities you could explore in 

other sessions. We’ve split them into different seasons, to allow you flexibility of 

when you hold them, but feel free to adapt based on your library. 

 

Spring 

Activity: 

Make a symmetrical butterfly using folded paper – you can look at Tree Tools for 

Schools worksheet to get some inspiration from real butterfly wing patterns! 

 

Poem: “Night Flight” by Laura Mucha 

 

Summer 

Activity: 

The beetle has to go on a journey to find his friend. Create your own map of the 

library or – if the weather is nice enough – include the outside space too. 

 

Song: “A Big Red Bus” 

 

Further resources 

• Read, Write, Count webpage on Scottish Book Trust website 

• Find your local Read, Write, Count contact 

https://www.treetoolsforschools.org.uk/activities/pdfs/pdf_butterfly_spotter_sheet.pdf
https://www.treetoolsforschools.org.uk/activities/pdfs/pdf_butterfly_spotter_sheet.pdf
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/night-flight/
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/songs-and-rhymes/big-red-bus
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/about-read-write-count
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/read-write-count/contacts
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• Watch Out of Nowhere being read aloud 

• Read, Write, Count resources for the P2 bags, including inclusive and sensory 

ideas 

• Read, Write, Count resources for the P3 bags, including inclusive and sensory 

ideas 

 

 

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/out-of-nowhere
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/read-write-count-for-p2
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/read-write-count-for-p2
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/read-write-count-for-p3
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/read-write-count-for-p3

