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How to use this resource 

The aim of this resource is to make the items in the Primary 2 Read Write Count bag 

accessible to all. The activities in this resource are for pupils with a variety of needs, 

including additional support needs, English as an additional language and those 

disengaged from reading.  

These activities are flexible and are for use in both the classroom and the home. 

Teachers and learning professionals are welcome share these activities with parents 

and carers in whatever method is most appropriate to your setting.  

 

Activities for The Bug Collector by Alex G Griffiths 

Spot the cat! 

Can you find George’s cat on (almost) every page?  

Flying bugs 

Look at the book with your child. Instead of reading the words skip to the pages with 

insect trails and trace all these with your finger making sounds as you do. (Buzz, 

hum or whee!) You could pretend one of the bees has escaped from the book and 

trace its path on your child with your index finger! 

If you search online for ‘paper helicopter craft’ you will find a very simple two -minute 

method of making a flying helicopter out of a piece of paper. This ‘helicopter’ also 

makes a good twirling falling bug if you draw on some eyes. Try making a few 

twirling bugs and letting them fall all around your child. You could use some paper 

from the notebook for this. 

Just one page 

Try choosing just one page of the book to look at with your child. The page showing 

George’s Great Big Bug World is good for this. You could count the insects, bees 

and children or play I spy. Or you could try to make all the noises the children can 
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hear (cat meowing, bees buzzing, leaves rustling, shears snipping, frog ribbiting 

etc.). 

 

Activities for The Biggest Story by Sarah Coyle and Dan 

Taylor 

Animal noises 

Look through the book with your child and try to make the noise of each of the 

different animals. If you are not sure what noise they make feel free to make 

something up!  

Smallest story? 

Errol made the Biggest Story – can you make a tiny story with your child? Follow the 

pattern of Errol’s story but choose tiny animal characters and settings. 

Maybe there is a beetle stuck in a matchbox who gets rescued by a mouse. Or a frog 

stuck in a cup who gets rescued by a bee… 

You could ’draw’ this tiny story on the back of your child’s hand and arm or on their 

back. Here’s one to start you off: 

 Once there was a little beetle. [Draw a tiny circle on the back of your child’s 

hand with your index finger.] 

 He was stuck in a matchbox. [Draw a square around the circle.] 

 Along came a mouse. [Use two fingers to ‘run’ down your child’s arm.] 

 And rescued the beetle. [Gently tap your two fingers on the back of your 

child’s hand.] 

 And they danced all night long. [Move all your fingers around the back of your 

child’s hand.] 

Helpful objects 

The sheep in Errol’s story have a handy piece of rope to help them rescue the T. 

Rex.  

Gather together some other handy objects and let your child choose one to include 

in the story instead of the rope. Children who enjoy shorter stories may prefer it if 

you skip straight to Errol’s story and re-tell this in quite a simple version: 

 T. Rex was stuck in the hot lava.  

 The pandas couldn’t help! 

 The leopard couldn’t help! 

 The elephant couldn’t help! 
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 But the sheep knew what to do! 

 They had an x [Child chooses object] 

 And they used the x to….[sweep away the lava, freeze the lava etc. Your 

rescue method does not have to be too logical!] 

 And T. Rex was safe. Hurray! 

It can be fun to repeat this a few times over and ask your child to choose a different 

object each time.  

Your child may enjoy it if you choose objects with interesting sensory qualities, for 

example, scrubbing brush, ice pack from the freezer, soft blanket etc.  

 

Activities for using the magnifying glass 

Looking/feeling activity 

Gather together an interesting selection of objects for your child to look at with the 

magnifying glass. Look at these together. Some children may find it difficult to look 

through the magnifying glass; you could always spend some time exploring tactile 

details instead. Gather together interesting tactile objects (potato, bubble wrap, soft 

toy, stick, cold pack, kiwi etc.). One of you chooses one of these objects to put into a 

bag. The other person puts in their hand to feel the object – without looking. (You 

and your child may enjoy trying to guess what the object is.) 

 

Activities for using the Shape Shuffle cards 

How many? 

Using one type of small object (such as Lego bricks, teaspoons or sweets) put them 

into groups with a different number in each group. Then ask your child to match the 

number cards to the number in the group. For example, put down one piece of Lego, 

two pieces of Lego and three pieces of Lego in separate groups. Give your child the 

cards with 1, 2 and 3 on them and ask them to put the card down next to the correct 

number of Lego pieces. 

Hat Count 

For a slightly sillier game gather together all the hats you have in your house (sun 

hats, winter hats, baby hats etc.). Let your child choose a random number card and 

then attempt to balance that number of hats on your head, counting as you do so.  
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Activities for using the Act It Out cards 

Guess who? 

Take out the animal cards – choose two or three of these and lay them in front of 

your child. Make the noise of one of the animals and see if your child can guess 

which one. Take it in turns to make animal noises and guess. You could add in some 

of the other noisy cards as well to make it trickier (wave, thunder, musical 

instruments…) 

 

Activities for using the Talk It Out cards 

This or That 

If you like you could select two choices to make things simpler when using these 

cards. For example, for the Describe your perfect day card you might say: 

Tell me about your perfect day. Would you go swimming or would you go horse 

riding? 

You could include objects to help your child as well; for example, goggles and a 

riding hat. (Do make sure that your child understands that they are playing a 

‘pretending’ game or they may end up very disappointed!) 

Many of the Talk It Out cards could be adapted like this.  


