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About this resource 

This resource contains activities to support the viewing of our Reading Schools 

Accreditation digital celebration event for primary schools with Pamela Butchart. This 

resource draws out the activities suggested by Pamela Butchart in her pre-recorded 

video created especially for primary Reading Schools. 

 

Other resources that you may also find helpful are: 

Pamela Butchart resources: 

 Pamela Butchart - Author's Live on Demand  

 Baby Aliens Got My Teacher! learning activities - Pamela Butchart  

Celebration resources: 

 Places Books Take Us (Primary) | First Minister's Reading Challenge 

 Make a Hat Inspired by a Book | First Minister's Reading Challenge 

 

 

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/authors-live-on-demand/pamela-butchart
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/baby-aliens-got-my-teacher-learning-activities
https://www.readingchallenge.scot/resources/places-books-take-us-primary
https://www.readingchallenge.scot/resources/make-hat-inspired-book
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The Broken Leg of Doom 

The tenth instalment in Pamela Butchart’s Baby Aliens series sees Izzy and her friends 

(and their wild imaginations) plunged into more primary-school craziness. Maisie ends 

up in hospital with a broken leg, after a session of extreme dancing and it all gets a little 

bit weird. The friends start to wonder, could Maisie’s leg be cursed? 

Extreme Dancing 

Get dancing – you are celebrating all your hard work to become a Reading School so 

have a party. Put on some music and do some extreme dancing with the class, like Izzy 

and her friends. Pamela Butchart teaches pupils the robot dance move in the video. Get 

pupils to dance as fast as they can and then as slow as they can. Try getting each pupil 

to record a dance move to teach to the rest of the class. Add them all together and 

create an extreme dancing video.  

Creative Writing 

Pamela Butchart talks all about how primary schools, and all the characters and settings 

that make up school life, are the main inspiration for her books. Get your pupils to write 

a weird and wonderful story about their school, but letting their imaginations run away 

with them (just like Izzy and her friends). Have they ever wondered what really goes on 

in the staff room, or why their teacher was being weird that one time, or what really goes 

into their school dinners? 

In the video Pamela Butchart provides pupils with some specific objects to use as 

prompts for their stories:  

 Mouse doctor  

 Mouse with a broken leg 

 Teeny tiny baby alien 

 Hamster king 

 Sausage dog 

 Mouse that lives in a cheese house 
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In addition she encourages pupils to base their story around a character, thinking about 

the people who work in school; teachers, librarians, dinner ladies, office staff, janitors, 

pupil support assistants, head teachers, principal teachers etc. Get pupils to turn them 

into werewolves, dinosaurs, vampire rats, aliens, ghosts etc.  

Write a group story  

Put your pupils into groups and give them one of the objects from above or a suggested 

character (eg. werewolf Head Teacher, vampire dinner lady, Alien janitor). Each person 

writes a line of the story before passing on to the next person to right the next line. This 

can be done remotely or in school hubs. Make sure pupils know how many people are 

in their group and who is at the end, as they will have to bring the story to a close.  

Design your book front cover 

Get your pupils to pick a title for their story and design a front cover of the book. Look at 

the titles and covers of Pamela Butchart’s Izzy series for inspiration. 

Baby Aliens Got my Teacher, Attack of the Demon Dinner Ladies, The Phantom 

Lollipop Man, The Spy Who Loved School Dinners, My Head Teacher is a Vampire Rat 

and of course The Broken Leg of Doom 

 

Share your work 

We’d love to see some photos or examples of work from your Reading Schools 

accreditation celebration so either tweet us at @scottishbktrust and 

#ScotReadingSchools or send them to readingschools@scottishbooktrust.com  
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