
Suggested learning 

opportunities for Rocketmole 

by Matt Carr 

> STEM 

> Literacy & English 

> Expressive Arts 

> Modern Languages 

> Health & Wellbeing, Social Studies and RME 

See other side for Health & Wellbeing, Social Studies and RME activities 

for Rocketmole, as well as related book suggestions  

 

 

Body Systems and Cells 

I have explored my sense and can discuss their reliability 

and limitations in responding to the environment.  

SCN 1-12b 

Experiment with your sense of sight by reducing light in 

your classroom - how much can you see? What would it 

be like to live underground like a mole? Find out more 

about how they can sense light. 

Forces, Electricity and Waves 

By investigating forces on toys and other objects, I can 

predict the effect on the shape or motion of objects.  

SCN 1-07a 

Armstrong tries a number of different methods to get to 

the moon. Why didn’t they work? Investigate forces on 

some objects of different sizes and discuss as a class. 

Properties and Uses of Substances 

Through exploring properties and sources of materials, I 

can choose appropriate materials to solve practical 

challenges. SCN 1-15a 

Armstrong realises his rocket works perfectly 

underground as a boring machine. Find something in 

your classroom that you can use in another way. Think 

about what it’s made from and why it would be perfect for 

the job! 

Space 

By safely observing and recording the sun and moon at 

various times, I can describe their patterns of movement 

and changes over time. I can relate these to the length of 

Look at how the moon changes as Armstrong tries to get 

there and talk about the phases of the moon. You could 

recreate the phases using Oreos! 

Numeracy and Mathematics 

I can describe, follow and record routes and journeys 

using signs, words and angles associated with directions 

and turning. MTH 1-17a 

Work with a partner to play a mole who need help to 

getting to the surface. Your partner can be a guide, using 

words like left, right, forward and back. Allocate spaces in 

the playground or hall as the surface. 

Modern Languages 

I enjoy listening to stories, songs, rhymes and poems in 

the language I am learning by joining in and responding 

to show my understanding. MLAN 1-05a 

Listen to the Spanish Solar System song and learn the 

names of the planets - can you sing along? 
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Listening and Talking 

When I engage with others, I know when and how to 

listen, when to talk, how much to say, when to ask 

questions and how to respond with respect. LIT 1-02a 

Armstrong holds a mole-meeting to share his news. Have 

a meeting in your class, whit the opportunity to share 

news and listen carefully to whoever is speaking. 

Reading 

I am learning to make notes under given headings and 

use them to understand information, explore ideas and 

problems and create new texts. LIT 1-15a 

Using what I know about the features of different types of 

texts, I can find, select, sort and use information for a 

specific purpose. LIT 1-14a 

 As you read or listen to the story make notes about 

any interesting facts about space. Make a poster to 

share what you have learned. 

 There are a number of puns used throughout the 

story. Can you identify them? 

Writing 

I can describe and share my experiences and how they 

made me feel. ENG 1-30a 

I enjoy creating texts of my choice and I regularly select 

subject, purpose, format and resources to suit the needs 

of my audience. LIT 1-20a 

 Think of a day out or school trip that you have been 

on and write a postcard to Armstrong to tell him all 

about it and how it made you feel. 

 One of the moles is reading the Daily Dig. Write a 

news article about Armstrong’s adventure to the 

moon.* 

Art and Design 

I can respond to the work of artists and designers by 

discussing my thoughts and feelings. I can give and 

accept constructive comment on my own and others’ 

work. EXA 1-07a 

Compare the illustrations in this story to the illustrations 

in How Many Trees and discuss with your classmates 

how are they different? Do they use similar colours or 

different ones? Which do you prefer? 

Music 

Inspired by a range of stimuli, and working on my own 

and/or with others, I can express and communicate my 

ideas, thoughts and feelings through musical activities. 

EXA 1-18a 

Many composers have been inspired by space! Listen to 

part of The Planets by Holst then have a go at creating 

your own music inspired by space. 

Craft, Design, Engineering and Graphics 

I can design and construct models and explain my 

solutions. TCH 1-09a 

I can recognise a variety of materials and suggest an 

appropriate material for a specific use. TCH 1-10a 

 Using materials or a digital device, design a model of 

a rocket that would take you to the moon. Share your 

model with the class and explain how you built it. 

 Design a space suit unique to you to travel to the 

moon in.* 

Information Handling 

I have used a range of ways to collect information and 

can sort it in a logical, organised and imaginative way 

suing my own and other’s criteria. MNU 1-20b 

Carry out a survey in your class to find out where people 

would most like to visit from the photos at the end of the 

story and record using tally marks. You could display the 

results in a chart too.* 

Fractions 

Having explored fractions by taking part in practical 

activities, I can show my understanding of: 

 how a single item can be shared equally 

 the notation and vocabulary associated with fractions 

 where simple fractions lie on the number line.  

MNU 1-07a 

If one of Armstrong’s friends had come with him in the 

rocket, how would they have shared the cheese 

sandwich equally between them? Use a sandwich to 

explore whole, half and quarter and add them to a 

number line. 

Shape, Position, Movement 

I have explored simple 3D objects and 2D shapes and 

can identify, name and describe their features using 

appropriate vocabulary. MTH 1-16a 

Look at some of the items drawn on the graph paper in 

the book. What items would you take on a trip to space? 

Using shapes, draw it on the graph paper in your 

notebook. Can you name these shapes you have used? 
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Related book suggestions 

The Space Train by Maudie Powell-Tuck; Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea 
Beaty; Weasels by Elys Dolan; The Darkest Dark by Chris Hadfield; How to 
Catch a Star by Oliver Jeffers; Sophie Takes to the Sky by Katherine Woodfine; 
Meet the Planets by Caryl Hart; Here We Are by Oliver Jeffers; The Street 
Beneath My Feet by Charlotte Guillian; Curiosity: The Story of a Mars Rover by 
Markus Motum; The Marvellous Moon Map by Teresa Heapy 
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Health & Wellbeing 

I can follow and understand rules and procedures, 

developing my ability to achieve personal goals. I 

recognise and can adopt different roles in a range of 

practical activities. HWB 1-23a 

I understand that my feelings and reactions can change 

depending upon what is happening within and around 

me. This helps me to understand my own behaviour and 

the way others behave. HWB 1-04a 

 Work with a partner to play a mole who needs help to 

getting to the surface. Your partner can be a guide, 

giving instructions on how to get there, using words 

like left, right, forward and back. Allocate spaces in 

the playground or hall as the surface. 

 Armstrong’s friends don’t support his plan to go to the 

moon, but feel proud of him later. Can you think of a 

time when you weren’t sure about something at first 

but changed your mind? Write or draw about the 

experience. 

People, Past Events and Societies 

Having selected a significant individual from the past, I 

can contribute to a discussion on the influence of their 

actions, then and since. SOC 1-06a 

 Numbers play a big part in helping humans travel to 

space safely. Find out about the mathematicians such 

as Katherine Johnson, who helped man get into 

space and discuss their work with your classmates. 

 Facts about astronaut Neil Armstrong can be found in 

the book. Find out more about the astronauts from 

Apollo-11. What influence did their actions have on 

space travel today? 

People, Place and Environment 

Through activities in my local area, I have developed my 

mental map and sense of place. I can create and use 

maps of the area. SOC 1-14a 

Armstrong has decided to visit your local area on his next 

stop around the world. What things should he see? 

Create a map of the local area to guide Armstrong on his 

trip. 

RME 

I can talk about my own beliefs, or express them in other 

ways. RME 1-01c/04c 

The vastness of space often makes people think about 

their place in the world and what life might be for - if 

anything. Talk about a time when you looked at the stars. 

What were you thinking about? What questions did you 

have in your mind? 


