
Suggested learning opportunities for 

Wow! Animals: A Book of Extraordinary 

Facts by Jacqueline McCann, Emma 

Dods and Marc Aspinall 

> STEM 

> Literacy & English 

> Expressive Arts 

> Modern Languages 

> Health & Wellbeing, Social Studies and RME 

Modern Languages 

I enjoy listening to stories, songs, rhymes and poems in 

the language I am learning by joining in and responding 

to show my understanding. MLAN 1-05a 

Listen to the French song Tu as un animal? to learn the 

names of some animals in French. Can you join in and 

sing along? Are there similar songs in any other 

languages you can find? 

Share your learning #ReadWriteCount  

*Worksheet available 

Listening & Talking 

I am exploring how pace, gesture, expression, emphasis 

and choice of words are used to engage others, and I 

can use what I learn. ENG 1-03a 

Choose some facts that you found surprising or 

impressive to share with the class. Think about how you 

will tell this information, using emphasis and choice of 

words to make your talk interesting. 

Reading 

I am learning to make notes under given headings and 

use them to understand information, explore ideas and 

problems and create new texts. LIT 1-15a 

I regularly select and read, listen to or watch texts which I 

enjoy and find interesting and I can explain why I prefer 

certain texts and authors. LIT 1-11a 

 As you read the book, make notes on any animals 

you would like to find out more about. You could visit 

the library as a class to research more about them. 

 This book is non-fiction - do you enjoy non-fiction 

books or do you prefer fiction? Talk about different 

genres and write an explanation of which you prefer. 

You could use this next time you go to choose a book 

and ask a librarian to help you. 

Writing 

By considering the type of text I am creating, I can select 

ideas and relevant information, organise these in a 

logical sequence and use words which will be interesting 

and/or useful for others. LIT 1-26a 

Having explored the elements which writers use in 

different genres, I can use what I learn to create my own 

stories, poems and plays with interesting structures, 

characters and/or settings. ENG 1-31a 

 Create a class encyclopedia on the animals found in 

the book. Take one animal each and draw a picture of 

the animal, write a fact about them from the book and 

anything else you have found out. 

 Choose two animals from the book who you think 

would be interesting characters for a  story. How 

would the animals meet and where, how will they act 

– will they be friends? Write a story about them. 

Health & Wellbeing 

I can describe some of the kinds of works that people do 

and I am finding out about the wider world of work.  

HWB 1-20a 

Investigate some of the jobs that people can do that 

involve animals, like dog trainer, vet, marine biologist and 

zookeeper. Create a poster about your favourite job. 

People in Society, Economy and Business 

I have developed an understanding of the importance of 

local organisations in providing for the needs of my local 

community. SOC 1-20a 

Are there any organisations protecting animals near you? 

What can you find out about them? Can you support 

them in any way? For example, Scottish Wildlife Trust, 

Marine Conservation Society 

People, Place and Environment 

By exploring a natural environment different from my 

own, I can discover how the physical features influence 

the variety of living things. SOC 1-13b 

Look at the page about the North Pole, then think about 

what more you would like to know about living there. 

Write a postcard to a polar bear asking them a few 

questions. Then investigate as a class and write the polar 

bear’s response from what you have learned. 

Art & Design 

I have the opportunity to choose and explore a range of 

media and technologies to create images and objects, 

discovering their effects and suitability for specific tasks. 

EXA 1-02a 

Some animals in the book use camouflage to protect 

themselves from predators. Try painting one of the 

animals using various camouflage techniques and see 

how well it  works. 

Drama 

I enjoy creating, choosing and accepting roles, using 

movement, expression and voice. EXA 1-12a 

Choose an animal from the book and imagine how you 

would act out the animal entering your classroom. How 

would they move, what would they sound like? Take 

turns to act your animal - can your classmates guess 

which animal you are? 

See other side for STEM activities for Wow! Animals,  

as well as related book suggestions. 
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Related book suggestions 

The Variety of Life by Nicola Davies; Lesser Spotted Animals by Martin Brown; 
Scotland's Animal Superstars by Kimberlie Hamilton; Dear Professor Whale 
by Megumi Iwasa; Atlas of Animal Adventures by Emily Hawkins, Rachel 
Williams; The Lost Words by Robert MacFarlane & Jackie Morris; The Big Book 
of Beasts by Yuval Zommer, Barbara Taylor; Amazing Animal Journeys by 
Chris Packham; A Collection of Rudyard Kipling’s Just So Stories by Rudyard 
Kipling 

 

 

Angle, Symmetry and Transformation 

I have explored symmetry in my own and the wider 

environment and can create and recognise symmetrical 

pictures, patterns and shapes. MTH 1-19a 

Do any of the animals’ faces have lines of symmetry? 

Draw them in on the accompanying worksheet.* 

Data & Analysis 

I have used a range of ways to collect information and 

can sort it in a logical, organised and imaginative way 

using my own and others’ criteria. MNU 1-20b 

Write down some of the animals from the book and 

conduct a survey of people’s favourites. Make a chart 

based on this data. 

Expressions and Equations 

I can compare, describe and show number relationships, 

using appropriate vocabulary and the symbols for equals, 

not equal to, less than and greater than. MTH 1-15a 

As you go through the book, note down each number on 

a separate post-it note. Can you put them in order from 

largest to smallest? 

Fractions, Decimal Fractions and Percentages 

Having explored fractions by taking part in practical 

activities, I can show my understanding of: 

 how a single item can be shared equally 

 the notation and vocabulary associated with 

fractions 

 where simple fractions lie on the number line.  

MNU 1-07a 

Can you describe how many of a lobster’s legs are used 

for walking as a fraction? 

Numbers and Number Processes 

I have investigated how whole numbers are constructed, 

can understand the importance of zero within the system 

and can use my knowledge to explain the link between a 

digit, its place and its value. MNU 1-02a 

Make a  Coastal Commotion style card for one of the 

animals from the book using your knowledge of place 

value. How would it compare to the other sea creatures? 

Share your learning #ReadWriteCount  

*Worksheet available 

Number, Money and Measure 

Through exploring number patterns, I can recognise and 

continue simpler number sequences and can explain the 

rule I have applied. MTH 1-13b 

Using the hummingbird and ostrich for reference, use a 

number pattern to put the other birds in order according 

to size.* 

Science 

I can explore examples of food chains and show an 

appreciation of how animals and plants depend on each 

other for food. SCN 1-02a 

There are lots of animals who depend on each other for 

food in the book. Can you find out about a food chain and 

create a diagram/flow chart on the computer? 

Biological Systems 

By comparing generations of families of humans, plants 

and animals, I can begin to understand how 

characteristics are inherited. SCN 1-14a 

I have explored my senses and can discuss their 

reliability and limitations in responding to the 

environment. SCN 1-12b 

 Pick types of animals from the book and discuss all of 

their similar characteristics. Create a display 

identifying all of the common features. 

 Investigate how the animals’ senses are different to 

ours. Can you create a superhero by combining the 

strong senses of different animals? Write about it or 

draw a picture. 

Planet Earth 

I can distinguish between living and non living things. I 

can sort living things into groups and explain my 

decisions. SCN 1-01a 

Using the information in the book, can you sort the 

animals based on whether they live above ground, below 

ground or in the sea? 

Topical Science 

I have contributed to discussions of current scientific 

news items to help develop my awareness of science. 

SCN 1-02a 

Some of the animals in the book are endangered. Find 

out some key facts about them and create a poster 

raising awareness of endangered species. 

Digital Literacy 

I can explore and experiment with digital technologies 

and can use what I learn to support and enhance my 

learning in different contexts. TCH 1-01a 

Using digital technologies responsibly I can access, 

retrieve and use information to support, enrich or extend 

learning in different contexts. TCH 1-02a 

 Film your own nature programme to share the facts 

you have learned about different animals from the 

information in the book. 

 Watch a live stream of animals in different settings, 

e.g., penguins at Edinburgh Zoo. 

Food and Textile 

I can use a range of simple food preparation techniques 

when working with food. TCH 1-04a 

Eggs are mentioned a few times in the book. Find out the 

different ways to cook eggs and have a go. Which is your 

favourite? 
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