
Suggested learning 

opportunities for How Many 

Trees by Barroux 

> STEM 

> Literacy & English 

> Expressive Arts 

> Modern Languages 

> Health & Wellbeing, Social Studies and RME 

Modern Languages 

I am beginning to use illustrated word-banks, picture 

prompts, picture dictionaries and displays to support my 

understanding of simple texts. MLAN 1-11a 

The author of this book was born in France. Using picture 

prompts, match up the animal names with their French 

equivalent.* 

Modern Languages 

I am beginning to share information about myself using 

familiar vocabulary and basic language structures.  

MLAN 1-02b 

Learn how to count to 10 in another language, then use 

this knowledge to tell someone what age you are. 

Share your learning #ReadWriteCount  

*Worksheet available 

Listening and Talking 

When I engage with others, I know when and how to 

listen, when to talk, how much to say, when to ask 

questions and how to respond with respect. LIT 1-02a 

When listening and talking with others for different 

purposes, I can exchange information, experiences, 

explanations, ideas and opinions, and clarify points by 

asking questions or by asking others to say more.  

LIT 1-09a 

 When you are listening to the story, think about how 

the characters are treating each other. Are any of the 

characters listening to each other with respect? How 

could they have a friendlier conversation? 

 At the end of the story the birds ask a  question. 

Discuss what you think the answer might be in 

groups, sharing your ideas and explanations and 

asking each other questions to help you make a 

decision. 

 Each animal has an opinion on how many trees make 

a forest. Discuss the question in groups and explain 

your reasoning as to whether you agree or not. Share 

Writing 

I can present my writing in a way that will make it legible 

and attractive for my readers, combining words, images 

and other features. LIT 1-24a 

Create a character to add to the story and write a few 

sentences to show how they might answer the question. 

You could also draw a picture and change the size and 

style of the words you write as the author of the book 

does. 

People, Place, Environment 

I can consider ways of looking after my school or 

community and can encourage others to care for their 

environment. SOC 1-08a 

I can describe and recreate the characteristics of my 

local environment by exploring the features of the 

landscape. SOC 1-07a 

 The animals care a lot about their home in the forest. 

Create a campaign leaflet for your local community 

about an aspect of the local environment that you are 

passionate about, e.g., littering, sea life.* 

 The illustrator uses collage to illustrate the forest in 

the story. Can you make a collage of your local 

environment using different materials or rubbings to 

recreate the features of the landscape, e.g., hills, 

buildings, coast. 

Participation in Performances 

I have experienced the energy and excitement of 

presenting/performing for audiences and being part of an 

audience for other people’s presentations/performances. 

EXA 1-01a 

Act out How Many Trees to another class in your school. 

They could also act out a story they have been enjoying 

and your class could be the audience. 

Art & Design 

I can create and present work using the visual elements 

of line, shape, form, colour, tone, pattern and texture. 

EXA 1-03a 

 Create your own forest scene inspired by the 

illustrations in How Many Trees. Think about the 

colours and shapes of the trees - you could even use 

collage for an interesting texture. 

 Make a tree rubbing then draw and cut out tree trunks 

from this to make your own forest picture. 

RME 

I can describe the key features of the values of 

Christianity which are expressed in stories. RME 1-02b 

I can share some Bible stories and I can explore how 

God speaks to us through these stories. I have reflected 

on how these stories can help me to live a Christian life. 

After learning about seeds in How Many Trees, look at 

the Parable of the Sower as a class and talk about how 

the story is used to show the importance of faith in 

Christianity. 

Health & Wellbeing 

By investigating the range of foods available I can 

discuss how they contribute to a healthy diet. HWB 1-30a 

I recognise that we have similarities and differences, but 

are all unique. HWB 1-47a 

 What foods could you find in a forest? Investigate 

what grows there and design a healthy dish 

containing one of the ingredients that you would like 

to eat. 

 Introduce family trees and have a go at drawing one. 

What similarities are there between you and other 

members of your family? What differences are there, 

in looks or personality? 

See other side for STEM activities for How Many Trees, as well as related 

book suggestions  
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Related book suggestions 

Tree: Seasons Come, Seasons Go by Patricia Hegarty; The Lumberjack’s 
Beard by Duncan Beedie; Kate, Who Tamed the Wind by Liz Garton Scanlon; 
Greta and the Giants by Zoe Tucker; The Magic and Mystery of Trees by Jen 
Green; When Grandma Gives You a Lemon Tree by Jamie L B Deenihan; 
Wangari’s Tree of Peace by Jeanette Winter; The Last Wolf by Mini Grey; Tidy by 
Emily Gravett; The Big Book of Blooms by Yuval Zommer; The Woodland Book 
by Emily Bone, Alice James; Aesop's Fables, Retold by Elli Woollard 

 

 

 

Information Handling 

I have used a range of ways to collect information and 

can sort it in a logical, organised and imaginative way 

using my own and others’ criteria. MNU 1-20b 

Collect the answers the class give about how many trees 

make a forest and showcase the information in an 

organised and imaginative way. You could include the 

animals’ answers as well. 

Number, Money & Measure 

I can use a calendar to plan and be organised for key 

events for myself and my class throughout the year.  

MNU 1-10b 

I can compare, describe and show number relationships, 

using appropriate vocabulary and the symbols for equals, 

not equal to, less than and greater than. MTH 1-15a 

 The mouse mentions the seasons of the year. Make a 

calendar marking the different seasons and any 

important dates. 

 Look at the different numbers in the book and 

compare them using phrases like less than and 

greater than. Can you put the numbers in order from 

smallest to largest? 

Planet Earth 

I can help to design experiments to find out what plants 

need in order to grow and develop. I can observe and 

record my findings and from what I have learned I can 

grow healthy plants in school. SCN 1-03a 

Try planting seeds in different places in your classroom 

and giving different amounts of water - how does this 

affect the growing of the seeds? 

Share your learning #ReadWriteCount  

*Worksheet available 

Topical Science 

I have contributed to discussions of current scientific 

news items to help develop my awareness of science. 

SCN 1-20a 

The book touches on themes of deforestation. Research 

the impact of deforestation on the planet and create a 

poster about why trees should be protected. 

Craft, Design, Engineering and Graphics 

I can explore and experiment with sketching, manually or 

digitally, to represent ideas in different learning contexts. 

TCH 1-11a 

Inspired by the illustrations, recreate the layering and 

collaging effect of the trees, characters and bushes on a 

digital device. 

Digital Literacy 

I can explore and experiment with digital technologies 

and can use what I learn to support and enhance my 

learning in different contexts. TCH 1-01a 

Make a simple stop motion animation of the scene where 

the seed grows into a tree using plasticene and filming on 

a tablet. 

Sciences 

I can distinguish between living and non-living things. I 

can sort living things into groups and explain my 

Draw 3 of the living things in the story and 3 non-living 

things. Talk about what distinguishes living from non-

living things and sort the living things into groups - e.g. 

large animals and small animals, carnivores and 

herbivores. 


