
 FOR FUN IDEAS

…JUST OPEN UP.

TO KEEP THEM
    ENTERTAINED...

PRIMARY 2 A handy parent guide to 
make the most of your bag.



How to use this book
This book is full of useful ideas to help you throughout the day. 

Being a parent or carer can be great fun, but it can also be 

challenging, especially when trying to keep them entertained 

all the time.
 

That’s why we’ve come up with the following tips, games and 

activities that you can easily slip into your daily routine to help 

keep your child happy and busy throughout the day. Whether 

you’re at home or out and about, these activities can help you 

enjoy some quality time together, create some time for you to 

get on with things, and are a great way to find out what’s going 

through their minds!

Look out for the following icons to let you know  
what type of activity it is.

Activities at a glance

Reading 
activity

Writing 
activity

Counting 
activity

123
Listening

and talking 
activity



In the bag, you will find:

• Rocketmole 
   by Matt Carr

• How Many Trees? 
   by Barroux 

A notebook 
and writing 
pencil A parent/ 

carer guide

Shape Shuffle card game 
with Talk it Out and Act it 
Out cards on the reverse

•  Unpack the bag with your child and  
see what’s inside.

•  Lay out all of the items and talk about 
them, helping your child to get excited.

•  Then go ahead and have some fun!   

Everything you need is in the bag and 
all the activity ideas you’ll need to make 
the most of the items are in this book. So 
please refer back whenever you need to!

Story cubes

Two books

What’s 
inside 

the 
bag?



Reading with your children is great for both of you and gives you 
time to relax. It’s never too early or late to start. In the bag, you will 
find two books, chosen for you and your child to read together. We 
hope you both like them.

If you want to find more books to enjoy together, visit your local 
library. The librarian can help you get a library card if you don’t 
have one and to find other books you’ll love too.

READING
TOGETHER

RELAXING
TOGETHER



•  Once you’ve opened the book, 
read the words but talk about  
the pictures too. There are  
often lots of details in the  
pictures which your child will  
find interesting and fun. 

•  You can read to your child, they 
can read to you or you can take 
turns reading a page or paragraph 
each. Remember, even if your child 
can read themselves, it’s still a 
great idea to read to them. Reading 
aloud is very important and can 
help children foster a love of books 
and reading.

•  Ask your child questions while  
you are reading, like why they 
think something is happening in 
the story or how they feel about 
the story. 

•  If your child is reading to you, help 
them with words they’re not sure 
about. Encourage them to sound 
out the word or work it out based 
on the other words in the sentence 
and what is happening in the 
story. If they don’t know the word, 
explain what it means.

•  It’s OK to read the same book 
again and again too!

•  Find a quiet place. Turn off 
mobile phones and TVs to 
limit distractions for both 
of you.

•  Before you open the book, 
look at the front and back 
covers. Ask your child about 
what they see and what 
they think the story might 
be about.

For more ideas on books you and your child might enjoy, 
visit scottishbooktrust.com/book-lists

Tips for 
reading 
together

Get on the same page

Make it fun and easy

For happily ever after

•  You can read together at  
any time of day, but bedtime  
is a perfect opportunity.  

•  If you’ve started a book but  
you aren’t enjoying it together, 
try a different book.



How many trees 
make a forest?

Each animal thinks they know the answer 
and they just can’t agree!

But sshhhh – what’s that quiet voice 
        coming from the bushes?

A funny and thoughtful story about the 
power of little voices, from the creator of 

Where’s the Elephant? and Welcome.

This book is a present for you to keep forever and share with 
your family and friends. Reading together is fun and you can 
visit your local library to borrow even more books!

Every Primary 2 child in Scotland will receive a Read, Write, 
Count gift bag with books, activities and games to enjoy. 
Visit www.parentclub.scot to find out more.
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How many trees make a forest? 
Each animal thinks they know the answer 
but they just can’t agree.

Make up an activity 
of your choice and

tweet it to us!
@ReadWriteCount

            How high?
This book has some big numbers in it. What 
is the biggest number in the book? What is 
the biggest number you know how to count 
up to? Have a go together and see how far 
you get.
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         Hide and Seek
The fox loves to play hide and seek. If you 
were playing at home, where would you hide? 
Think of a few clues and tell them to someone 
in your family to see if they can guess. 

 Changing voices
Look through the book together and come 
up with voices for the diff erent animals. Read 
through the story together doing the voices. 

            Kinder conversations
All of the animals are sure that they are right 
and don’t listen to each other’s ideas. 
Talk together about how they could have a 
fairer discussion. How would you show 
someone that you’re listening to their ideas? 

What things can you count in the home? 
Try a counting game.



         Seed spotting
How many seeds do you think you would 
fi nd inside an apple or orange? Take turns 
to guess and then see who was closest. 
Where else do you fi nd seeds? 

             First impressions
Before you read the book, have a look at the front 
cover together. Discuss the illustrations and what 
you think the story will be about. 

            Tree detective
Count how many trees or plants you pass on 
your way to school. Can you spot diff erent types 
of tree by looking at the shape of the leaves?  

          Pack your bags
The rabbit carries a backpack. Discuss together 
what you would each pack for a trip to the 
forest. Take it in turns to draw your ideas inside 
the picture of a backpack in your notebook . 

           
 Tall or small?
The animals are introduced in height order. Can you stand with 
your family from tallest to shortest – including any pets?
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Try this when you need to stay indoors on a rainy day.
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                  Time to design
Look at the blue pages, talk about all of the 
pieces that make up Armstrong’s rocket. 
If you designed a rocket together, what 
would it look like? Take turns to draw 
the diff erent parts. 

Armstrong doesn’t like living underground – 
will his adventures to the moon change his 
mind?

         Blast off!
Practice counting down 
Armstrong’s rocket from 10 
to lift-off  then shout “Blast Off !” 
together. What is the 
biggest number you can 
count down from? 

          Don’t stop believing!
When Armstrong can’t get to the moon straight away, he doesn’t give 
up! Talk about a time when you found something diffi  cult and how 
you kept trying. How did your family help you? 
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         Twinkle twinkle
There are lots of stars in the book – which 
page has the most stars? Together you could 
look at the stars and each try counting them 
to see who reaches the biggest number. Talk 
about what else you see in the sky.
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“a diverting, OrIginal Story”
The Guardian

Praise for Spyder

One giant

LEAP for 
molekind!

DESTINATION: MOON

Meet the mole on a mission!

Armstrong the star-nosed mole doesn’t dig living 

underground. His friends think building a rocket to go to 

the moon, alone, is an astronomically bad idea, but Armstrong 

is determined to boldly go where no mole has gone before . . .

Can a mole with big dreams have it all: 

adventure and friendship?

This book is a present for you to keep forever 

and share with your family and friends.

Reading together is fun and you can visit your 

local library to borrow even more books!

Every Primary 2 child in Scotland will receive a 

Read, Write, Count bag with books, activities and games to enjoy.

Visit www.parentclub.scot to find out more.
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                  Time to design
Look at the blue pages, talk about all of the 
pieces that make up Armstrong’s rocket. 
If you designed a rocket together, what 
would it look like? Take turns to draw 

to lift-off  then shout “Blast Off !” 

         Twinkle twinkle
Try counting stars 
at bedtime to help 
your child relax 
and feel sleepy.



       Heroes
Armstrong is an inspiration to his friends 
because he follows his dreams. Talk to each 
other about who inspires you and why.  

         Recycled rocket
Armstrong recycles the rocket so that he 
can use it for something else. Why not try 
making a rocket or another toy together 
out of things you have at home? 

A great way to pass 
the time together 
on a long journey.

                  Fact or fi ction
Find two facts from the back of the book 
and make up a third one. Can a family 
member guess which ones are real? 

      Holiday hello
Armstrong has a poster of the planets 
in the solar system. Imagine you take a 
trip together to one of them and write a 
postcard from there in your notebook. 

       New worlds
Design a new planet in the notebook 
together. Discuss what it would look 
like, who would live there, are there any 
new creatures? 
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because he follows his dreams. Talk to each 
other about who inspires you and why.  

         Recycled rocket
Armstrong recycles the rocket so that he 
can use it for something else. Why not try 
making a rocket or another toy together 
out of things you have at home? 

                  Fact or fi ction
Find two facts from the back of the book 
and make up a third one. Can a family 
member guess which ones are real? 

       New worlds
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Children love to get their pencils out and write or draw, it lets them 
see what their imaginations can do. And it’s easy to combine writing 
with everyday activities, keeping your child’s mind busy and having 
lots of fun together too. 

writing
CAN SPELL 

A LITTLE

A LITTLE CALM



writing
CAN SPELL 

Settings Characters Objects

Beach Dog Clock

Castle Dinosaur Letter

Forest Robot Magic Wand

House Alien Key

City Octopus Guitar

Planet Shark Backpack

Story cube key

The story cubes are designed to help you create your own stories. 
By rolling the dice, a diff erent set of images is produced which can 
be used as the starting point for a story. Each die has a diff erent 
theme to aid storytelling: settings, characters and objects. Look 
at the dice together and see if your child can identify the pictures. 
Use the key below to help:

Talk about the story 
cube pictures

Story cubes



               Describing words
Roll one of the story cubes and identify the picture e.g. alien. 
Ask your child to think of as many different words as they can to 
describe the image. They could draw the image in the centre of a 
page in their notebook and write the words around it. 

        Story challenge
Take turns to tell a story in  
30 seconds including all three  
images on the story cubes.

               Story titles
Roll the story cubes and make up a title of a story using all three 
images. Tweet us your titles! @ReadWriteCount



               Create a story
Roll the story cubes and make up  
a story together including one or  
more of the images. You could tell  
the story together, write it down,  
act it out or even film it!

        Pass the story
One player starts the story by rolling  
one of the story cubes and making up  
a sentence based around the image.  
Each player takes it in turns to choose  
a story cube to roll and add a sentence  
to the story. The sillier the story ends 
up, the better!

Encourage your child to use their story cubes to help them 
enter the 50 Word Fiction Competition. For more information 
about how to enter visit: scottishbooktrust.com/50words

50 Word Fiction 
Competition

Encourage your child to use their story cubes 
to help them enter the 50 Word Fiction 
Competition. For more information about how to 
enter visit: scottishbooktrust.com/50words



NUMBER

There are lots of fun number games you can try in everyday activities 
with your child to spend some time together. The following ideas, 
tips and activities can add up to big smiles!

GAMES
YOU CAN ALWAYS

123
COUNT ON



Shape Shuffle
Play the Shape Shuffle card game by dealing out the cards 
between the players and then putting one card each at a time 
face up onto the pile in the middle. You can only use a card if 
the shape or number matches the card at the top of the pile. For 
example if the card has 5 squares you could play another 5 card 
or another square card next. You can use wildcards at any time. 
If you can’t play, take a card from the pile. Whoever finishes 
their cards first wins!

3
12        Shuffle Time

Shuffle the cards together and then sort them into shapes, put 
the numbers in order as fast as you can. Take turns to time each 
other and see if you can finish faster next time, what is their 
time, are they faster or slower than you?       

3
12           Highest number

Deal each player two number cards and the player with the 
highest number when they add them together wins one point. 
Who will be the first to get to 5 points? You can track the points 
in your notebook.

            Which shape?
Turn over one number card and see who can name 
the shape first. Practice drawing the shapes together 
in your notebook, take it in turns to find something 
around you that has the same shape on it.



Shape Shuffle! Learn the shape shuffle dance. 
Make up your own version.

        Charades!
Take turns to pick a card and act it out for a family member to guess 
without making any noise. You can use gestures, point to things in the 
room and mimic the object.

        What’s that noise?
Find the animal and music cards from the pack and then 
take it in turns to pick one and mimic the sound it makes
for a family member to guess.

         Snap!
Play snap with the cards, matching two cards with the 
same number.

       Count down
Each player starts with 20 points, then pick up a card 
and take it away from 20. The first to reach 0 wins.  

Act it out
 



3
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      Create a card
Create your own card in your notebook and 
act or describe it for your family to guess.

              Bingo!
Try to spot things from the charade cards 
when you are out and about together, then 
draw a picture of it in your notebook. How 
long does it take you to fill up the grid?

A nice calming activity to help 
them wind down before bed. 

         Category is…
The cards can be split into five categories 
– sport, nature, music, animals and random. 
Work together to make up an action for 
each category so that you can use it when 
you are playing charades to help your family 
members guess.

                Listen carefully
Take turns to pick a card and describe the  
object for a family member to guess what  
it is. Make sure you don’t use the word itself  
e.g. for tennis you could say a sport played 
with a ball, a net and two rackets. To make 
it harder, check the number on the other 
side of the card – this is the number of 
words you are allowed to use to describe it.



               Start a conversation
Talk about one of the cards together. Use the 
conversation as inspiration for a drawing or 
piece of writing in your notebook – for 
example, after talking about what makes you 
laugh, write some jokes or a funny story.

         Research!
Conversations you have may lead on to more opportunities to learn 
together - If you have been talking about time travel you could visit the 
library together and fi nd out what life was like in the past.

Talk it out
Sometimes it can be hard to get your child to tell you what 
they’re thinking and feeling. These questions are designed to help 
encourage them to chat with you and share what they’re feeling.  

The cards give you the opportunity to chat about new things and 
listen to each other’s ideas and opinions. Get back to basics and 
have a conversation free of distractions!

Choose a card and let it spark a conversation between you. Do this at 
any time that suits you – dinner time, before bed or even on the bus 
home from school.

               New characters
Create a character together and draw them in the notebook or use your 
story cubes for inspiration. Pick one of the cards – can you imagine what 
their answer might be?

               Start a conversation
Talk about one of the cards together. Use the 
conversation as inspiration for a drawing or 

example, after talking about what makes you 

Conversations you have may lead on to more opportunities to learn 



If you’d like more information about getting involved in your 
child’s learning, try visiting these websites:

parentclub.scot
The Parent Club website is full of advice, tips and ideas to help 
support you with the ups and downs of parenting. If your child 
is in Gaelic Medium Education, there is information to help you 
and you’ll also fi nd links to other useful websites. 

thebigplus.com 
If you need any help with your reading, writing or counting, 
visit The Big Plus website thebigplus.com.

scottishbooktrust.com
You can fi nd a range of activities for families to use at 
home such as sharing stories, taking part in online events 
and creative writing activities at scottishbooktrust.com/
home-activities.

education.gov.scot/parentzone
Parentzone is a website for parents and carers from early years 
to beyond school. It provides information about learning in 
Scotland and practical advice and ideas to support children’s 
learning at home. There is also information for families with 
additional support needs, how to get involved with your child’s 
school and about the schools in your local area. 

Where can I fi nd out 
more or get some help?



Parentzone Scotland is a unique website which provides 

education information for parents and carers in Scotland. 

Discover what your child is learning from early learning 

through to secondary school and how you can help. You 

can fi nd information on a range of topics including literacy, 

numeracy, health and wellbeing and science. There is also 

practical advice and ideas to support children’s learning 

at home. Information is available on Parentzone Scotland 

regarding additional support needs, how to get involved in 

your child’s school and education, schools in your local area 

and the performance data of school leavers from S4–S6. It 

also has links to the national, local authority and school level 

data on the achievement of Curriculum for Excellence levels.

Additionally, parents and carers can sign up for the 

quarterly e-bulletins which have links to events, resources 

and information to help parents and carers support their 

children’s learning. You can sign up for the e-bulletins at 

edscot.org.uk/p/LQE-39I/subscribe.

If you would like further information or have any comments 

please email us at parentzone@educationscotland.gsi.gov.



Scottish Book Trust has been bringing the benefits of 

reading and writing to everyone in Scotland since 1998. 

Every year, we deliver our world-class programmes and 

annual awards to well over two million people. From 

introducing books and storytelling to pre-school children 

to inspiring and empowering adult readers and writers, 

we believe it’s never too early – or too late – to begin a 

magical journey with words.

We deliver our programmes in every local authority area 

in Scotland and we work with partners ranging from 

small community groups to the Scottish Government. 

You’ll find us in schools and libraries and at community 

events. You’ll find us in towns and cities and in isolated, 

rural communities. And you’ll find us bringing books to 

life for children in care, families living in challenging social 

circumstances and people in prison. In short, you’ll find us 

wherever we’re needed most.

To support parents and carers, we have lots of information 

about reading, writing and learning together at home, as 

well as book recommendations, competitions, events and 

much more for you and children of all ages. To find out 

more or to get in touch, visit us at  scottishbooktrust.com.



Being a parent is great but full of challenges too! Whether it’s issues 
with developing sleeping patterns, dealing with toddler tantrums or 
setting routines, why not try some of our tips and see what works 
best for you and your child?

The Parent Club website has lots of videos, tips and activity ideas 
that you can do with your child to help them learn.

What is ?

Check it out at parentclub.scot


