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About this resource 
This resource contains activity sheets for each of the three shortlisted books in The 
Bookbug Picture Book Prize 2021. The activities suggestions are all linked to the 
Curriculum for Excellence, and will help you create a of excitement buzz about the 
shortlisted titles.  

All schools in Scotland will have received a teacher pack containing the three 
shortlisted books, and pupils of all ages can take part in the prize activities and vote 
for their favourite.  

Bookbug Primary 1 Family Bag 

Every Primary 1 child in Scotland receives the Bookbug Primary 1 Family Bag 
containing the three shortlisted books for the Bookbug Picture Book Prize. It also 
contains an activity book for parents to support home learning. Using the shortlisted 
books in class is a great way to create a link between school and home.  

 

Cast your vote 
SOC 0-17a, SOC 1-17a, SOC 2-17a 

After reading the three books or watching the author videos available on our website, 
remember to cast your vote. For your votes to count towards the Bookbug Picture 
Book Prize, you must register and vote via our website.  

You can find more activities to get pupils excited about voting for their favourite book 
in our voting activities resource. 

Many schools register to vote as a class (or even a whole school!). Pupils do not 
have to be in Primary to vote – we encourage children of all ages to get involved! 
The only rule is you must read or listen to all three books to cast a vote.  

If you run a paired reading project, or are looking to run one in your school, the 
Bookbug Picture Book Prize is a great way to work with pupils across all year 
groups. You can find more idea and activities in our paired reading toolkit. 

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/bookbug-picture-book-prize
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/bookbug-picture-book-prize-2021-voting-activities
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/paired-reading-toolkit


Suggested learning 

opportunities for Brenda is a 

Sheep by Morag Hood 

> Science, Technology, Numeracy & Mathematics

> Literacy & English

> Expressive Arts

> Health & Wellbeing and Social Studies

Related book suggestions 

When Grandad was a Penguin by Morag Hood 

The Terribly Friendly Fox by Susannah Lloyd and Ellie Snowdon 

Good Little Wolf by Nadia Shireen 

Three Little Wolves and The Big Bad Pig by Eugene Trivizas and Helen Oxenbury 

I Can Catch a Monster by Bethan Woollvin 

Health & Wellbeing 

I enjoy eating a diversity of foods in a range of social 

situations. HWB 1-29a 

The sheep haven't eaten mint sauce before, but want to 

try it. Talk about the foods you do and don't like. Then 

provide different fruits and vegetables for pupils to try.  

Health & Wellbeing 

I am aware of how friendships are formed and that likes, 

dislikes, special qualities and needs can influence 

relationships. HWB 1-44a 

At first, Brenda isn't friends with the sheep. What kind of 

relationship does she have with them? What does 

Brenda want from the sheep? But by the end by are 

friends. How do you think Brenda will feels now? 

Health & Wellbeing 

I recognise that we have similarities and differences but 

are all unique. HWB 1-47a 

Brenda the Sheep challenges the assumptions we make 

about others. Use this as an opportunity to talk about 

prejudice and difference. Did you expect Brenda to eat 

the sheep? Why do you think she didn't?  

Health & Wellbeing 

I enjoy daily opportunities to participate in different kinds 

of energetic play, both outdoors and indoors. HWB 0-25a 

Brenda and the sheep spend a lot of time outside playing. 

Play the games Brenda and the sheep play in the book, 

such as tag and catch.  

Health & Wellbeing 

I value the opportunities I am given to make friends and 

be part of a group in a range of situations. HWB 1-14a 

At the end of the story, the sheep plan a surprise party for 

Brenda. Imagine you are Brenda and  

want to plan a surprise thank-you party for the sheep. 

Plan what food and drinks the sheep  

would like to eat, what games you will play. Hold  

the party for your whole school and invite the local 

community to join.   

Literacy & English 

I enjoy creating texts of my choice and I regularly select 

subject, purpose, format and resources to suit the needs 

of my audience.  LIT 1-20a 

Brenda has a book called "101 sheep recipes". Create a 

recipe book as a class. Can you write your own recipes 

and include them in a book? It can be a mix of healthy 

and treat recipes! Remember to include pictures and 

illustrations too.  

Literacy & English 

When listening and talking with others for different 

purposes, I can exchange information, experiences, 

explanations, ideas and opinions, and clarify points by 

asking questions or by asking others to say more.  

LIT 1-09a 

What do you think happens after the story ends? Will 

Brenda decide to stay with the sheep? Or will she make 

new friends? Talk with others about your ideas and ask 

questions to clarify points. 

Art and Design 

Working on my own and with others, I use my curiosity 

and imagination to solve design problems. EXA 0-06a 

All the sheep make their own jumpers to look like Brenda 

and wolf tails. Design your own jumper to wear and wolf 

tail. How would you make your tail? 

Drama 

I use drama to explore real and imaginary situations, 

helping me to understand my world. EXA 0-14a  

In small groups imagine you are one of the sheep. Act 

out a small scene where you talk about what you each 

love about Brenda. Why is she so great? What will you 

plan for the party?  

Music 

I enjoy singing and playing along to music of different 

styles and cultures. EXA 0-16a 

Do you know any songs about sheep? Try some of 

Bookbug's favourite's including Baa Baa Black Sheep 

and Old Macdonald had a Farm. 

Dance 

I enjoy short dance sequences, using travel, turn, jump, 

gesture, pause and fall, within safe practice. EXA 1-08a 

Throughout the book, Brenda and the sheep strike a 

variety of different movements and poses. Identify three 

or four shapes or movements and turn these into a short 

dance sequence.  

Numeracy and Mathematics 

I can estimate how long or heavy an object is, or what 

amount it holds, using everyday things as a guide, then 

measure or weigh it using appropriate instruments and 

units.  MNU 1-11a 

Write a recipe for Brenda, perhaps to make mint or grass 

sauce. Weigh out all the ingredients using different 

measuring equipment.  

Numeracy and Mathematics 

I have explored numbers, understanding that they 

represent quantities, and I can use them to count, create 

sequences and describe order. MNU 0-02a 

Brenda counts sheep and it sends her to sleep. There 

are lots of different numbers of sheep on each page. 

Count the sheep on each page. How many are there? 

Will you include Brenda?  

Sciences 

By comparing generations of families of human, plants 

and animals, I can begin to understand how 

characteristics are inherited. SCN 1-14a 

Discuss Dolly the Sheep and her family. Dolly was 

cloned. What characteristics did she share with other 

family members?  

Technologies 

I enjoy experimenting with a range of textiles. TCH 0-04b 

The sheep knit their wool into new jumpers. Let pupils 

feel and use a variety of different wools and wool fabrics 

to create textile pictures or items.  

Social Studies 

Having explored the variety of foods produced in 

Scotland, I can discuss the importance of different types 

of agriculture in the production of these foods.  

SOC 1-09a 

Most sheep live on a farm. Find out more about  farming 

and agriculture in Scotland. What do most farms keep 

sheep for? What other agriculture is there in Scotland? 

How does it change depending on landscape? What food 

is produced in Scotland? Useful resources are available 

through the Royal Highland Education Trust. 

Social Studies 

I understand that evidence varies in the extent to which it 

can be trusted and can use this in learning about current 

issues in society. SOC 1-15a 

Look at different pieces of evidence about sheep farming 

in Scotland. Include different media including film, 

newspaper articles and books. Which do pupils think is 

more trustworthy and why?  

Share your learning #BookbugPrize 2



Suggested learning 

opportunities for My First 

Book of Birds illustrated by 

Zoe Ingram 

> Science, Technology, Numeracy & Mathematics

> Literacy & English

> Expressive Arts

> Modern Languages

> Health & Wellbeing and Social Studies

Health & Wellbeing 

I recognise that we have similarities and differences but 

are all unique. HWB 0-47a 

All the birds in the book are unique, with different 

characteristics, food and facts. Talk about the similarities 

and differences between us. Like the birds, we are 

similar but also unique.  

Health & Wellbeing 

By exploring and observing movement, I can describe 

what I have learnt about it. HWB 0-24a 

Watch videos of different birds in flight and animals 

moving. What can pupils see? How do the animals 

move? Copy some of these movements. Are they hard or 

easy? How does it feel?  

Health & Wellbeing 

Together we enjoy handling, tasting, talking and learning 

about different foods, discovering ways in which eating 

and drinking may help us to grow and keep healthy.  

HWB 0-30a 

Many of the birds in the book eat various nuts, seeds and 

berries (and insects) as part of a balanced diet to keep 

them healthy. Talk about why it is so important for 

humans to have a balanced died too. Lay out different 

nuts, seeds and berries for pupils to try. Which did they 

like? Can they think of a bird that might also like it?  

Social Studies 

I explore and discover the interesting features of my local 

environment to develop an awareness of the world 

around me. SOC 0-07a 

Explore the area around your school and see what birds 

you can spot together. Plan a walking route in the local 

area. You could provide a sheet for pupils with common 

birds to look out for, or use the  bird index at the back of 

Sciences 

I have observed living things in the environment over 

time and am becoming aware of how they depend on 

each other. SCN 0-01a 

Find out what birds are in your local area. Ask pupils to 

record in a diary the birds they see. How many birds 

does the class see and record in a month? 

Sciences 

I can explore examples of food chains and show an 

appreciation of how animals and plants depend on each 

other for food. SCN 1-02a 

The book tells us what each bird likes to eat. Use this to 

start a conversation around food chains. Look at a small 

number of birds. What do these birds eat? The 

illustrations sometimes give a clue. Do any birds eat 

other birds? What might a Sparrowhawk eat? Draw a 

food chain diagram for the birds. 

Numeracy and Mathematics 

I can estimate how long or heavy an object is, or what 

amount it holds, using everyday things as a guide, then 

measure or weigh it using appropriate instruments and 

units.  MNU 1-11a 

The book tells us the length and wingspan of each bird. 

On a large piece of paper, ask pupils to draw a line for 

each bird to represent either the wingspan or length of 

the bird. Ask pupils to write the measurement next to the 

line. Ask pupils to collect different objects and place them 

next to the line that is the same size, or nearest size.  

Technologies 

I can recognise a variety of materials and suggest an 

appropriate material for a specific use. TCH 1-10a 

Collect recycled materials. Explain to pupils they will be 

making a bird feeder and will need to select materials 

that can last outside, and which the birds can get into to 

access food. Once pupils have selected appropriate 

materials, make the bird feeder and hang it in school.  

Literacy & English 

As I listen or watch, I can identify and discus the purpose, 

key words and main ideas of the text and use this 

information for a specific purpose. LIT 1-04a 

Use the facts about the birds as inspiration to share your 

own characteristics. What food do you like? What are 

your talents? 

Literacy & English 

As I listen or watch, I am learning to make notes under 

given headings and use these to understand what I have 

listened to or watched and create new texts. LIT 1-05a 

The book provides a lot of information about each bird. 

Read one page to pupils, pointing out all the different 

facts. Ask pupils to pick out the two facts they think are 

the most important about that bird. Go around the group 

and talk about what everyone selected. Did everyone 

pick the same? Why did they choose that fact? Why did 

they feel it was important? Turn this information into a 

small fact sheet. 

Literacy & English 

By considering the type of text I am creating, I can select 

ideas and relevant information, organise these in a 

logical sequence and use words which will be interesting 

and/or useful for others. LIT 1-26a 

Write a fact profile for a bird not included in the book. It 

could be an exotic bird, one you might not find in your 

Drama 

Inspired by a range of stimuli, I can express and 

communicate my ideas, thoughts and feelings through 

drama. EXA 1-13a 

All the birds have different characteristics. Select a few 

different birds from the book and ask pupils to pretend to 

be that bird and act shy/bold/loud as the bird would.  

Music 

Inspired by a range of stimuli and working on my own 

and/or with others, I can express and communicate my 

ideas, thoughts and feelings through musical activities. 

EXA 1-18a 

Listen to different bird song of the birds featured in the 

book. Some tweet, some coo, some screech. Create your 

own bird-song using lots of different bird sounds.  

Music 

I enjoy singing and playing along to music of different 

styles and cultures. EXA 0-16a 

Sing songs and say rhymes about birds. Try some of 

Bookbug's favourite's including Three Craws and Two 

Little Dickybirds.  

Share your learning #BookbugPrize 

Modern Languages 

With support I am becoming an active listener and can 

understand, ask and answer simple questions to share 

information. MLAN 1-03 

Some of the birds featured in the book migrate. For 

example the Goldfinch goes to Spain. Ask pupils to 

imagine they are travelling to Spain and learn some basis 

phrases and answers in Spanish.  

Related book suggestions 

My First Book of Woodland Animals by Zoe Ingram, A Year of Nature Poems by 

Joseph Coelho and Kelly Louise Judd, My First Book of Nature by Nicola Davies, The 

Street Beneath My Feet by Charlotte Guillain and Yuval Zommer, Blue by Britta 

Teckentrup 
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Suggested learning 

opportunities for This is a 

Dog by Ross Collins 

> Science, Technology, Numeracy & Mathematics

> Literacy & English

> Expressive Arts

> Modern Languages

> Health & Wellbeing and Social Studies

Related book suggestions 

I am Not an Elephant by Karl Newson and Ross Collins, Is There a Dog in 

this Book? by Viviane Schwarz, Time for Bed, Fred! by Yasmeen Ismail, 

This Book Just Ate My Dog! by Richard Byrne, An Amazing Animal Atlas 

of Scotland by Anders Frang 

Numeracy & Mathematics 

I have begin to develop a sense of how long tasks take 

by measuring the time taken to complete a range of 

activities using a variety of timers. MNU 1-10c 

On the final page, Dog is curled up asleep. Use this as an 

opportunity to talk about routine. Dogs need regular sleep 

and exercise. Write a day schedule for Dog. Do you think 

the day in the book is a typical day for Dog? Include 

timings for tasks and activities. For example, how long 

does a walk take? Or feeding Dog? You could time 

yourself doing some of these activities.  

Numeracy & Mathematics 

I have used a range of ways to collect information and 

can sort it in a logical, organised and imaginative way 

using my own and others criteria. MNU 1-20b 

The animals are all different sizes. Put them in size order. 

You can also find out how long each animal can live, and 

how much they weigh and rearrange them into age and 

weight order.  

Sciences 

I have observed living things in the environment over time 

and am becoming aware of  how they depend on each 

other. SCN 0-01a 

Choose one of the animals in the book that are native to 

Scotland, such as rabbits or squirrels. Find out more 

about them, what they eat, where they live and what they 

need to survive. Try and spot some locally if you can, or 

arrange a trip to see them at a local park or nature 

reserve.  

Technologies 

I can explore and experiment with sketching, manually or 

digitally, to represent ideas in different learning contexts. 

TC 1-11a 

Create your own animal pages digitally, or by sketching, 

or combine both. Ross dedicates the book to his dog, and 

includes a cropped picture. Inspired by this, pupils can 

mix magazine images with sketched images to create 

their own page, perhaps with their favourite animal. They 

could also experiment with different digital typography to 

print and include on their page.  

Modern Languages 

I enjoy listening to stories, songs, rhymes and poems in 

the language I am learning by joining in and responding 

to show my understanding. MLAN 1-05a 

The text in This is a Dog is very simple and repetitive. 

Can you learn some of the phrases and animals in it in 

another language? You could then retell This is Dog in 

another language.  

Share your learning #BookbugPrize 

*Worksheet available

Literacy & English 

I can show my understanding of what I listen to or watch 

by responding to and asking different kinds of questions. 

LIT 1-07a 

There are lots more animals Dog could meet. Which 

animals are missing? What animals would you add 

include? Continue the story and create your own "this is 

a…" pages. Reread the story adding them in!  

Literacy & English 

I can convey information, describe events or processes, 

share my opinion or persuade my reader in different 

ways. LIT 1-29a 

Dog has a collar on but we never meet his owners. Who 

could they be? Write a descriptive paragraph about the 

owners, and how they can to have Dog. Did they get him 

Literacy & English 

As I listen and talk in different situations, I am learning to 

take turns and am developing my awareness of when to 

talk and when to listen. LIT 0-02a 

What noises do all the different animals make? Practice 

making all the noises. Reread the story with the pupils 

and tell make the animal noise each time they see that 

animal. 

Literacy & English 

Within real and imaginary situations, I share experiences 

and feelings, ideas and information in a way that 

communicates by message. LIT 0-26a 

Most dogs have information on their collars, or have 

microchips so they can get home if lost. Write what 

should be on Dog’s collar. What needs including? 

Perhaps a phone number or address? What else? 

Literacy & English 

I enjoy exploring events and characters in stories and 

other texts and I use what I learn to invent my own, 

sharing these with others in imaginative ways. LIT 0-31a 

Dog tricks all the animals with a sign. How would you 

escape the chase? Write an alternative ending. 

Health & Wellbeing 

I know that we all experience a variety of thoughts and 

emotions that effect how we feel and behave and I am 

learning ways of managing them. HWB 1-02a 

• The other animals express different emotions in

relation to Dog. Talk about the different animals

expressions and how they are feeling. How is dog

feeling and how can you tell?

• Look at the chase scene. The animals are angry.

What could the animals have done when they felt

angry? What do you do when you are angry to calm

down?

Health & Wellbeing 

I understand that my feelings and reactions can change 

depending upon what is happening within and around 

me. This helps me understand my own behaviour and the 

way others behave. HWB 1-04a 

Read the book focusing on how dog is feeling on each 

page. Write the feeling on a sticky note and put it next to 

Dog. Read again, talking about the emotions. Have you 

ever felt like that? Do the same for the other animals. 

How are they feeling and why might the animals react to 

him in different ways? How does Dog react? 

Health & Wellbeing 

I am developing my movement skills through practice and 

energetic play. HWB 0-22a 

All the animals in the book move in different ways. Look 

at each animal and decide a movement for that animal. 

Reread the book and every time that animal appears, 

complete that movement. The book could be read faster 

and faster each time for faster movement, and noises 

could be incorporated as well. 

Art and Design 

I have the freedom to discover and choose ways to 

create images and objects using a variety of materials. 

EXA 0-02a 

Dog uses found objects to make an elephant costume. 

Using recycled materials can you make an animal 

costume too?  

Art and Design 

I have experienced the energy and excitement of 

presenting/performing for audiences and being part of an 

audience for other people's presentations/performances. 

EXA 1-01a 

Once you have all your animal costumes why not act out 

the story? You could perform it to another class. Why not 

take it outdoors so you can join in with the chase at the 

Drama 

I have the freedom to choose and explore how I can use 

my voice, movement and expression in my role play and 

drama. EXA 0-12a 

Following on from this activity, explore emotion and 

expression in drama. Dog uses a torch to make funny 

faces which look like a bear. Can you make shadow 

puppets using a torch? Use your hands to create shapes 

as well as your face. Remember to use your face to 

create different expressions like Dog! 
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