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Look out for:

Author events

Free resources 

Funding 

Parental involvement

Get pupils writing

Encourage pupil voice

Age category

Early Years

Lower Primary

Upper Primary

Secondary

ASN

At Scottish Book Trust we want 
to support you to create a vibrant 
reading culture in your classroom 
and across your school.

A vibrant reading culture is proven 
to help improve attainment across 
the curriculum, as well as pupils’ 
creativity, health and wellbeing.

This booklet highlights the variety of 
programmes we offer that will help 
you inspire a lifelong love of reading 
in your pupils. From initiatives 
like the First Minister’s Reading 
Challenge which puts reading for 
pleasure at the heart of Scottish 
education, to our Authors Live 
broadcasts which stream author 
events directly to your pupils, there 
are lots of programmes, funding 
opportunities and resources 
available to support you.

We’d love to hear from you about 
how you are engaging your pupils 
with our programmes, or if you 
have any queries about how to get 
involved. Please email us at 
schools@scottishbooktrust.com
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The First Minister’s Reading 
Challenge aims to build on the 
work happening in your school 
to encourage children and young 
people to read widely, explore a 
range of books and develop a 
love of reading. The challenge 
encourages schools to:

 > Create and embed a reading 
culture 

 > Work in partnership with libraries 
and communities

 > Celebrate pupils’ individual  
reading journeys

Challenges
We have a range of challenges 
for schools to enter, recognising 
the reading journeys of individual 
pupils, groups and whole schools. 
We celebrate these amazing reading 
journeys taken by schools across 
Scotland at our exciting showcase 
event held in June. 

Bookzilla app (S1–3)
We worked with teenagers across 
Scotland to produce an app to 
support them with their book 
choices and reading. Download 
the Bookzilla app for free from the 
Apple or Android store.

First Minister’s Reading Challenge 

Find out more
readingchallenge.scot
readingchallenge@scottishbooktrust.com

Classroom resources
Find brilliant resources including 
book lists, quizzes, games and more 
to help you build a reading culture in 
your school. Everything is linked to 
CfE and free to use. 

Funding opportunities
Registered groups can apply for 
funding to hold an event with an 
author or creative practitioner to 
inspire their pupils, either in person 
or remotely.

 > Inspiring Classrooms: £500 grants 
for primary schools

 > Creative Workshops: £500–1000 
grants for secondary schools

 > Library Fund: £500 grants for 
libraries

 > Community Fund: £500 grants for 
community groups

Key dates
20 August 2020  
Registration and funding 
applications open

26 November 2020   
Funding applications close

29 April 2021
Submissions deadline

From 2018–19 evaluation



6 7

Read, Write, Count

The Read, Write, Count programme 
gifts bags filled with books, maths 
games and writing materials to all 
P2 and P3 children in Scotland. 

These bags are gifted by Scottish 
Book Trust and are part of the 
Scottish Government’s commitment 
to addressing the attainment gap. 

The bags are a great opportunity to 
build relationships with parents and 
strengthen links between home and 
school learning. 

Learning resources
Visit our website to download CfE-
linked resources for each item that 
have been created with Education 
Scotland. 

You’ll also find activity ideas, 
videos, worksheets and case 
studies to help make the most of 
the bags at school and at home.

Bag gifting
Hold a celebration event and 
gift your bags during Book Week 
Scotland, and join one of our  
CLPL events for more ideas.

Find out more
scottishbooktrust.com/readwritecount
readwritecount@scottishbooktrust.com 

‘I think Read, Write, Count 
is a great initiative. Many 
families cannot afford to 
buy new books and number 
games for their children so 
receiving this lovely gift is 
very exciting for the children.’ 
Teacher, Gilmerton Primary School

Key dates
October/November 2020 
Read, Write, Count bags for P2  
and P3 pupils arrive at your school

16–22 November 2020 
Hold your celebration  
event and gift your bags 

From 2018–19 evaluation
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Authors Live 

Authors Live brings the best 
authors straight into your 
classroom. These brilliant 
author events are filmed live in 
partnership with BBC Scotland 
and streamed directly to you.

You can register to watch the 
events live with your pupils, and 
you can catch up with previous 
events through our On Demand 
library. To help you embed the 
events in the classroom, there are 
also free CfE-linked activities to 
support each broadcast.

Watch On Demand
Our On Demand library has over 
80 author events for pupils of all 
ages. Visit our website to see  
the full list of events available.
Here are a few highlights from the 
last year:

 > Kwame Alexander talks about 
Black history and his YA verse 
novels (S1–6)

 > The Gruffalo in Scots and Gaelic 
with James Robertson and 
Catriona Lexy Campbell (P1–7)

 > Michael Rosen celebrates 10 
years of Authors Live with Tanya 
Roberts in a live illustrated poetry 
event (P1–7)

Find out more
scottishbooktrust.com/authorslive | bbc.co.uk/authorslive
schools@scottishbooktrust.com

Key dates
17 September 2020 
Ross MacKenzie on the finale of his 
beloved Nowhere Emporium trilogy 
(P4-S1)

29 October 2020 
James Robertson and Lari Don on 
Scots and Scottish folklore (P2–7)

19 November 2020 
Nathan Bryon and Dapo Adeola 
(P2–5)

Keep an eye on our website and 
newsletters for further dates as they 
are announced.

From 2019–20 evaluation
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Key Dates Calendar 2020–21

August
20 First Minister’s Reading 
Challenge registration and 
funding applications open

 
September
2 Scottish Teenage Book Prize 
voting opens

10 CLPL webinar: Building a 
reading culture in your primary 
school

15 CLPL webinar: Building a 
reading culture in your secondary 
school

17 BBC Authors Live with Ross 
MacKenzie (P4-S1)

23 CLPL webinar: Gifting the 
Bookbug P1 Family Bag and  
Read, Write, Count bags

29 CLPL webinar: Using the 
Bookbug P1 Family Bag

October
1 CLPL webinar: Making the 
most of Read, Write, Count in P2

6 The Bookbug Picture Book 
Prize launches (P1–7) 

6 CLPL webinar: Making the 
most of Read, Write, Count in P3

7 CLPL webinar: Using the 
Bookbug P1 Family Bag

29 BBC Authors Live with James 
Robertson and Lari Don on Scots 
and Scottish folklore (P2–7)

30 Live Literature application 
deadline for events in  
January–March 2021

November
16–22 Book Week Scotland, 
including Bookbug P1 Family 
Bag and Read, Write, Count bag 
gifting

16–20 Virtual Scottish Friendly 
Children’s Book Tour with Robin 
Stevens (P4–7)

19 BBC Authors Live with Nathan 
Bryon and Dapo Adeola (P2–5)

26 First Minister’s Reading 
Challenge funding applications 
close 
 
tbc BBC Authors Live event with 
Holly Bourne (S3–6)

January
26 Live Literature application 
deadline for events in  
April–December 2021
 
tbc BBC Authors Live event, to 
be announced

February
5 The Bookbug Picture Book 
Prize voting deadline

 
March
4 The Bookbug Picture Book 
Prize winner announced

5 Scottish Teenage Book Prize 
voting deadline

31 Scottish Teenage Book Prize 
winner announced 

tbc BBC Authors Live event, to 
be announced 

April
29 First Minister’s Reading 
Challenge submissions deadline 

June
tbc First Minister’s Reading 
Challenge celebration event

All events are subject to change  
or cancellation, and may need to be  
altered due to COVID-19 restrictions.
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The Scottish Teenage Book Prize 
encourages pupils to read for 
pleasure and celebrates the best  
in Scottish teen fiction. The winning 
book is voted for entirely by young 
people across Scotland. 

Visit our website to register  
your class or book group,  
download our book club resources 
and cast your pupils’ votes. 

This year pupils can cast their own 
votes for the first time too. Whether 
you submit their votes as a class 
or book group or they submit their 
own, all teens can claim Young Scot 
Rewards points for taking part.

Key dates
2 September 2020 
Shortlist announced and  
voting opens

5 March 2021 
Voting deadline

31 March 2021 
Winner announced

Find out more
scottishbooktrust.com/stbp
schools@scottishbooktrust.com

Scottish Teenage Book Prize

‘This is a fantastic project 
to be involved with. It offers 
great opportunities for 
partnership working, helps 
to develop a whole-school 
reading culture and it gives 
pupils real personalisation 
and choice in their learning. 
It is inspiring, engages pupils 
and is great fun for all.’
Shelagh Toonen, secondary school 
librarian 

Read.  
Discuss.  
Vote.

The Bookbug  
Picture Book Prize 

Bookbug is Scotland’s universal book 
gifting programme. The Bookbug 
Picture Book Prize celebrates 
Scottish picture books, and the 
winner of the prize is voted for entirely 
by children across Scotland. 

All P1 pupils receive the three 
shortlisted books in the Bookbug P1 
Family Bag. Lots of schools vote as 
a class (or even a whole school!), or 
families can vote from home. Children 
don’t have to be in P1 to vote – we 
encourage children of all ages to get 
involved. 

We work with CALL Scotland to 
produce symbol resources and digital 
versions of all the shortlisted books.

Find out more
scottishbooktrust.com/bpbp 
schools@scottishbooktrust.com 

EY

Key dates
6 October 2020 
Shortlist announced

October/November 2020 
Bookbug P1 Family Bags arrive  
at your school

16–22 November 2020 
Hold a celebration event and  
gift your bags during Book  
Week Scotland

5 February 2021 
Voting deadline

4 March 2021 
Winner announced
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For over 20 years the Scottish 
Friendly Children’s Book Tour  
has been bringing the best authors 
and illustrators to schools across 
Scotland for fully-funded events. 
Authors we have toured with before 
include Julia Donaldson, Chris 
Riddell, Jacqueline Wilson, Malorie 
Blackman and Patrick Ness.

Giving your pupils the opportunity 
to meet brilliant authors and 
illustrators will help to inspire a love 
of reading, writing and illustration in 
your school and can be the spark 
that ignites your reading culture. 

We visit every local authority in 
Scotland, so keep an eye on our 
website and newsletters for tours 
coming to your area.

We also have virtual tours coming 
up this school year while restrictions 
are still in place. You’ll find 
information about these interactive 
virtual workshops on our website 
and newsletters when they are 
announced.

Scottish Friendly  
Children’s Book Tour 

Find out more
scottishbooktrust.com/booktour
schools@scottishbooktrust.com

‘There is a lot of ‘under the 
table’ reading going on at 
the moment, with children 
choosing to read for fun at 
break and lunchtime too. 
Parents have commented 
how much more they are 
reading at home, and that 
they are choosing books for 
themselves online, in shops 
and at the library.’ 

Teacher, after a tour visit to their 
school

Book Week Scotland

Book Week Scotland is our annual 
week-long celebration of books and 
reading, this year running 16–22  
November 2020. 

This year’s Book Week Scotland will 
be a little different to usual, with a 
focus on digital events and distanced 
community activities.

Ways to get involved: 

 > Host a gifting event for your 
Bookbug P1 Family Bag and Read, 
Write, Count bags to make sure your 
pupils and families are excited to use 
them

 > Watch one of our Authors Live 
events during the week, or watch 
any of our previous events through 
the On Demand library

 > Use the resources on our website to 
make your own celebration of books 
and reading in your school

Get tips, inspiration and ideas  
to spark a school reading culture  
during Book Week Scotland on  
our website.

Find out more
bookweekscotland.com/schools
info@scottishbooktrust.com
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Live Literature 

Meeting authors, illustrators, 
poets and storytellers face-to-
face can inspire pupils with their 
own writing and reading. You 
can apply for part-funded author 
visits from some of the amazing 
authors, storytellers or creative 
practitioners on our Live Literature 
directory. You pay just £75 plus 
VAT per session, and we cover 
the rest of the author’s fee and all 
travel expenses. 

Live Literature School 
Residencies
The fully-funded programme gives 
you the chance to work with creative 
practitioners over a school year on a 
creative project you devise together. 

Key dates
30 October 2020 
Application deadline for part-funded 
January–March 2021 visits

26 January 2021 
Application deadline for part-funded  
April–December 2021 visits

Find out more
scottishbooktrust.com/live-literature 
live.literature@scottishbooktrust.com

50 Word Fiction 

50 Word Fiction is open to all aspiring 
writers, with categories for young 
writers aged 5-11, 12-18 and Gaelic 
writers. Each month we set a different 

Find out more
scottishbooktrust.com/50words
info@scottishbooktrust.com 

theme to inspire creative writing. 
Send us your pupils’ stories or 
poems and they could win brilliant 
books or a notebook. 

EY

Learning Resources

To help you to build a reading 
culture in your school we have a 
bank of fantastic free CfE-linked 
learning resources available on 
our website. These resources will 
support you to embed reading 
for pleasure in your classroom 
through the programmes and 
events we offer. The resources are 
full of activity ideas to use with 
your pupils, both primary and 
secondary. Some areas covered by 
our resources are:

 > General activities to be used with 
any book

 > Supporting and engaging reluctant 
readers with books 

 > Activities and resources to support 
our Authors Live broadcasts

 > Themed resources to help you 
explore a topic or plan a project 

 > Resources for pupils with 
additional support needs 

 > Top writing tips from your favourite 
authors 

Highlights include:

 > Creating a reading culture: get 
your whole school reading

 > 10 great activities to do with 
any book for both primary and 
secondary

 > Understanding and challenging 
racism, written with Show Racism 
the Red Card Scotland

 > Using wordless picture books 

 > Using picture books to explore 
bereavement, written with Child 
Bereavement UK

Find out more
scottishbooktrust.com/resources 
schools@scottishbooktrust.com

EY
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Scottish Book Trust would like to thank:
CLPL

We deliver a huge range of CLPL 
each year. From sessions in your 
school or community to our growing 
list of webinars, our CLPL sessions 
cover topics such as:

 > Creating a reading culture in your 
classroom and across your school 

 > Gifting the Bookbug P1 Family Bag 
and Read, Write, Count bags

 > Discovering new books

 > Making the most of programmes 
such as Authors Live and the 
Scottish Teenage Book Prize

CLPL sessions will show you 
how best to engage with our 
programmes and how to ensure 
they have a deep and lasting 
impact on your pupils. You will gain 
practical ideas to implement in your 
school, as well as the opportunity 
to share ideas and experience with 
professionals in your area and 
across Scotland. 

If you are interested in attending  
or hosting a CLPL session, please 
get in touch. 

‘Thank you! Very informative 
session – very helpful. Great 
to see such passion about 
books and encouraging our 
children to grow up having 
books and the joy of reading.’

Head teacher at Avenue End Primary 
School after attending a CLPL 
session

Find out more
scottishbooktrust.com/clpl
schools@scottishbooktrust.com



Scottish Book Trust is a 
national charity that believes 
books, reading and writing 
have the power to change 
lives. A love of reading inspires 
creativity, improves employment 
opportunities, mental health and 
wellbeing and is one of the most 
effective ways to help break the 
poverty cycle. We work towards 
a Scotland where everyone has 
an equal opportunity to thrive 
through literacy.

scottishbooktrust.com

Scottish Book Trust is a national charity changing lives through reading and writing. 
Registered company SC184248. Scottish charity SC027669.


