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Almost half a million books gifted to Primary 1 to 3 pupils 
during Book Week Scotland 

 
 
 
Every pupil currently in Primary 1 to 3 in Scotland will receive amazing books as part of the annual 
Book Week Scotland celebrations. Now in its eighth year, Book Week is run by Scottish Book 
Trust, the national charity transforming lives through reading and writing. 
 
Primary 1 pupils from Simpson Primary School joined Bookbug at Spring Distribution centre, to 
mark nearly half a million books being gifted to schools in Scotland as part of Book Week Scotland.   
 
Almost two thirds of Scots agree that reading helps improve family bonding, with this increasing to 
over 70% for those who were regularly read to as a child themselves1. Incorporating reading into 
childhood has a huge impact on educational attainment as well as wellbeing, confidence and 
mental health, and accomplishment in later life. 

 
Scottish Book Trust is delighted to be working in partnership with Scottish Government, Education 
Scotland and Creative Scotland to devise and deliver this year’s bags. 
 
In total, 459,950 free books will be gifted. 63,500 bags will be gifted to Primary 1 pupils across 
Scotland, plus 750 Gaelic bags, all containing three books each.  
 

The books included in the Bookbug Primary 1 Family Bag are shortlisted for the Bookbug Picture 
Book Prize, which celebrates the very best of Scottish authors and illustrators. The titles are: The 
Prince and the Witch and the Thief and the Bears by Alastair Chisholm, illustrated by Jez Tuya 
(Walker Books); Sophie Johnson: Unicorn Expert by Morag Hood, illustrated by Ella Okstad 
(Simon & Schuster) and The Station Mouse by Meg McLaren (Penguin). 
 
New books, writing materials and counting games will also be included in this year’s Read, Write, 
Count bags, gifted to all Primary 2 and Primary 3 pupils in Scotland. More than 133,500 bags of 
books will be distributed during Book Week Scotland, as family learning alongside school learning 
is hugely beneficial for children in the crucial early years of primary school.  
 
This year’s bags will contain books such as The King Cat by Marta Altés and "You're Called 
What?!" by Kes Gray and Nikki Dyson, along with storytelling cards and dice, number games and a 
guide for parents to help them incorporate easy and fun reading, writing and counting activities into 
their family’s day to day lives. 
 
Every child is also encouraged to take part in The Bookbug Picture Book Prize, sponsored by 
Browns Books for Students, by voting on Scottish Book Trust’s website. The winning book will be 
announced in an exclusive video to all registered groups on 29 January 2020. 
 

http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/bookbug/bookbug-bags/bookbug-primary-1-family-bag
http://scottishbooktrust.com/learning/read-write-count/
http://scottishbooktrust.com/learning/read-write-count/
http://https/www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/bookbug-picture-book-prize


                                          

 
An activity book and colouring pencils with fun ideas to enjoy reading, writing and counting 
together will also be included in the Primary 1 Bookbug Family Bag, as well as a white board with a 
pen and set of magnetic numbers. 
 
Gaelic Bookbug Primary 1 Family Bags are also available for P1 children in Gaelic Medium 
Education. The Gaelic P1 Family Bag includes Gaelic editions of the three books shortlisted for 
The Bookbug Picture Book Prize and a dual-language Gaelic/English Activity Booklet developed 
with support from the Gaelic Books Council. There are also Gaelic Read Write Count bags for P2 
and P3 pupils in Gaelic Medium Education.  
 
 
Marc Lambert, CEO of Scottish Book Trust, said:  
 
“The books included in the Bookbug Primary 1 Family Bags are the shortlisted titles of our 
Bookbug Picture Book Prize, handpicked by young readers. Book Week Scotland is the perfect 
time to develop a love of reading with your child: sharing a story together is one of the most 
powerful ways to bond. There are also many Bookbug events taking place during Book Week 
Scotland, and we hope families will be able to attend a session, even if it's their first time.” 
 
Deputy First Minister, John Swinney, said: 
 
“I am delighted to see that as part of Book Week Scotland this year nearly half a million books will 
be gifted to children in primaries 1-3. 
 
“We know that parental engagement has a significant impact on children’s academic achievement 
and I hope our gift bags will spark a lifelong love and appreciation of books and numbers for those 
receiving them.  
 
“The books and counting games within our bags are a vital resource for some of our most 
vulnerable learners. This intervention in the early years is crucial in helping to close the attainment 
gap in both literacy and numeracy between young people from different backgrounds.” 
  
Mairi Kidd, Head of Literature, Languages & Publishing, Creative Scotland: 
 
"Developing the reading habit as children sets us up for a lifelong relationship with books that can 
boost almost every aspect of our wellbeing. The Bookbug bags will help to inspire families across 
Scotland to experience the joy of reading and promote family bonding. We’re enormously proud to 
support Scottish Book Trust in bringing this fundamental resource, and these wonderful 
experiences, to every P1-3 pupil in Scotland." 
 
 
ENDS 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
For all media enquiries please contact Media Officer Daisy Bartlett on 
daisy.bartlett@scottishbooktrust.com / 0131 524 0160 / 07814 446558 
 
 

mailto:daisy.bartlett@scottishbooktrust.com


                                          

 
1Scottish Book Trust commissioned a survey of 1,000 Scots, including 500 parents of children 
aged 12 or under, led by Censuswide, July 2019.   
 
 
The Bookbug P1 Family Bag 
 
The Bookbug P1 Family Bag was produced by Scottish Book Trust in conjunction with Education 
Scotland and the Scottish Government as part of Read, Write, Count – a literacy and numeracy 
campaign aimed at parents and carers of children in Primary 1 to 3. Gaelic Bags will again be 
available for P1 children in Gaelic Medium Education. These bags will be gifted alongside the 
English bags this autumn. To find out more about the Gaelic bag, please visit the Gaelic section of 
our website. 
 
Bookbug Picture Book Prize 
 

 The Bookbug Picture Book Prize is managed by Scottish Book Trust in partnership with 
Creative Scotland and Browns Books for Students. 

 Teachers, librarians and book group leaders sign up their groups, then the children read 
and vote for their favourite books. Children can also vote online at home via the Scottish 
Book Trust website. 

 Videos of each author/illustrator reading and talking about their book are available at 
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/bpbp 

 Books published during April 2018- March 2019 were eligible for entry to the award. The 

Bookbug Picture Book Prize is open to authors and illustrators based in Scotland. 

 The winning book will be announced on 29 January 2020. 

 
Read Write Count bags 
 
The Primary 2 and Primary 3 bags were produced by Scottish Book Trust in conjunction with 
Education Scotland and the Scottish Government as part of Read Write Count. 66,000 P2 bags 
and 66,000 P3 bags, plus 800 P2 bags and 800 P3 bags in Gaelic will be produced to support all 
pupils and their families in this age group in Scotland. 
 
Primary 2 Read, Write, Count content: 

 Drawstring bag (yellow) 

 Book 1 – Steve, Terror of the Seas by Megan Brewis 

 Book 2 – The Cat King by Marta Altés 

 Parent Guide – a perforated booklet containing information about getting involved in 

children’s learning. It contains all the instructions needed to use the bags for games and 

activities at home. 

 Story cubes – set of three cubes with characters, objects and places to encourage and 

inspire storytelling 

 Notebook – an A5 half notebook with interactive illustrations 

 Writing pencil 

http://www.readwritecount.scot/
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/bookbug/bookbug-bags/gaelic-bookbug
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/bpbp
http://www.readwritecount.scot/


                                          

 

 Double-sided board game and clock face – two fun and engaging sides with a Rockets and 

Meteors game and a wipeable dot pattern, it comes with two dice, four coloured counters and a 

dry wipe pen 

 Primary 3 Read, Write, Count content: 

 Drawstring bag (red) 

 Book 1 – "You're Called What?!" by Kes Gray, illustrated by Nikki Dyson 

 Book 2 – The Knight who said "No!" by Lucy Rowland, illustrated by Kate Hindley 

 Parent Guide – a booklet containing information about getting involved in children’s 

learning. It contains all the instructions needed to use the bags for games and activities at 

home. 

 Notebook – an A5 notebook with interactive illustrations 

 Writing pencil 

 Number dice – set of three multisided number dice 

 Galactic Fantastic card game– pack of 30 double-sided cards with time and story activity 

cards on the reverse 

Read, Write, Count is part of Parent Club, which brings together new and existing Scottish 
Government support for parents. Parent Club offers tips and ideas from other parents who have 
done it all before, backed up by advice from trusted experts. http://parentclub.scot   
 
Parents can visit www.parentclub.scot or join Read, Write, Count on Twitter (@ReadWriteCount ) 
and Facebook (Facebook.com/ParentClubScotland) for tips, activities and ideas that make 
reading, writing and counting with children an easy, fun and positive experience. 
 
 
 
Scottish Book Trust is a national charity changing lives through reading and writing. We inspire 
and support the people of Scotland to read and write for pleasure through programmes and 
outreach work that include: 

 

 Gifting books to every child in Scotland to ensure families of all backgrounds can share the 
joy of books at home. 

 Working with teachers to inspire children to develop a love of reading, creating innovative 
classroom activities, book awards and author events. 

 Supporting Scotland’s diverse writing community with our training, awards and writing 
opportunities. 

 Funding a range of author events for the public to enjoy and promoting Scottish writing to 
people worldwide. 

 
In addition to the funding we receive from the Scottish Government and Creative Scotland, we 
need the constant support of trusts and foundations, corporate sponsors and individual donors. 
 
www.scottishbooktrust.com   @scottishbktrust  www.facebook.com/scottishbktrust 
 

http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/
http://www.facebook.com/scottishbktrust


                                          

 
 
For more information about Book Week Scotland, visit www.bookweekscotland.com. Follow 
@BookWeekScot on Twitter, check out #BookWeekScot or ‘like’ the Book Week Scotland 
Facebook page. 
 
Bookbug events for Book Week Scotland can be found here. 
 
 
Browns Books for Students 
 
Browns Books for Students, sponsor of the Bookbug Picture Book Prize, supplies books, eBooks 
and DVDs for schools, colleges and businesses.  More information on Browns Books for Students, 
is available at www.brownsbfs.co.uk/  
 
Creative Scotland 
 
In addition to general fundraising, Scottish Book Trust receives Creative Scotland support through 
Regular Funding. Creative Scotland is the public body that supports the arts, screen and creative 
industries across all parts of Scotland on behalf of everyone who lives, works or visits here. We 
enable people and organisations to work in and experience the arts, screen and creative industries 
in Scotland by helping others to develop great ideas and bring them to life. We distribute funding 
provided by the Scottish Government and the National Lottery. For further information about 
Creative Scotland please visit www.creativescotland.com.  Follow us @creativescots and 
www.facebook.com/CreativeScotland 
 
Gaelic Books Council 

The Gaelic Books Council is the lead organisation with responsibility for supporting Scottish Gaelic 
authors and publishers, and for raising the profile and reach of Scottish Gaelic books in Scotland 
and internationally. 

www.gaelicbooks.org 

http://www.bookweekscotland.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BookWeekScotland/
https://bookweekscotlandevents.com/?utf8=%E2%9C%93&filterrific%5Bhas_local_authority%5D=&filterrific%5Bhas_age_group%5D=&filterrific%5Bhas_date%5D=&filterrific%5Bhas_event_type%5D=bookbug&filterrific%5Bhas_event_genre%5D=&filterrific%5Bin_location%5D=
http://www.brownsbfs.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/CreativeScotland
http://www.gaelicbooks.org/

