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[bookmark: _Toc97199831]Making libraries in schools a legal requirement
You can help to change the story of school libraries. Call on your local councillor, MSP or MP to make it a legal requirement for secondary schools to have a library staffed by a school librarian.  
If you would like to take action, below is a template letter that you can tailor to support your local school. 

Template letter

Dear X,

There is currently no legal requirement for schools in Scotland to have a library or librarian, and I am writing to you because I want to change this story. 

Evidence clearly shows the far-reaching impact of libraries. They improve pupil well-being and development, and tackle key priorities for education. Yet over the past ten years, school libraries have been drastically reduced, and librarians have struggled under budget cuts.

Insert any details relating to your local school and situation. 

With the right support school libraries can:  
· Provide resources to pupils living in poverty 
· Be a haven for anyone experiencing mental health struggles 
· Deliver a space where the attainment gap can close 

In short, libraries change lives and we need to protect them. 

That is why I am supporting Book Trust’s mission to urge the Scottish Government to make it a legal requirement for schools in Scotland provide a library for their pupils. 

You can find out more about why libraries matter for our pupils in Scottish Book Trust’s report ‘The Value and Impact of Scotland’s Secondary School Libraries’, available on their website scottishbooktrust.com. The independent report was commissioned in conjunction with the National Library of Scotland (NLS), the Scottish Library and Information Council (SLIC), and the Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals in Scotland (CILIPS).

Provision of a library in school is of vital importance for our young people and I hope that you are able to offer your support. I look forward to your response. 

Yours faithfully, 

[Your name]
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