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• Everything your child reads is like delicious mineral 

feeding their minds to make them strong and help them 

grow. The greater the variety, the better (1)

• Observational data and NSA scores indicated a gap in 

learners' comprehension skills beyond narrative text, 

suggesting that the reading curriculum lacked breadth. 

There were also limited opportunities for learners to read 
for pleasure.

• Planned to consult with a range of colleagues and 

stakeholders, including cluster heads, the local librarian, 

the literacy lead, the Reading Schools team, and 

Stephen Graham, to identify appropriate training 

opportunities and available resources to support 
effective classroom practice.

• According to the cluster plan, the objective was to 

ensure all schools participated in the Reading Schools 

programme and engaged with the Fife Reading 

Assessment Resource Pack materials, as these both 

promote reading experiences across a range of 

different text types for various purposes, including solely 
for enjoyment.

• I wanted to see if reading for pleasure in schools – 

particularly shared texts- were adapting to these 

circumstances/ to meet pupil need.
.

• Initial professional dialogue indicated that teachers do 

not plan reading for pleasure or shared reading in line with 

current guidance on text types in writing. That is they do 

not offer a range of texts – with novels in upper school and 

fiction picture books in earlier years.

• A study of 2 class libraries in each school supported this – 

most had a few non fiction books. 

• A survey of staff was shared with all schools and pupils 

were surveyed in p4 and 5 across the cluster in my small 

target pupil groups.

• Participation levels for the survey were poor – staff 

reported a lack of time and workload priorities as barriers.

• Pupil groups had a small focus in p4- this was due to 

availability of pupils as a visiting teacher.

• 2 schools participated in the Libraries for Schools training – 

with SLT awareness being increased, so raised staff 

awareness.

• Some schools had already interacted with the Fife 

Reading Resource Pack – this may have already 
impacted practice before the enquiry started.

This enquiry has promoted professional dialogue and 

personal reflection on practice within my settings. 

It has indicated that the 3 year text type input by schools has 

impacted on writing – but not yet on reading, and not on 

the offerings for reading for pleasure/ shared reading for 

pleasure.

Pupils and staff report that staff are still reading and 

providing class stocks of novels and fiction picture books.  

Pupils reported that these were decided on by teachers- 

who previously indicated lack of knowledge of new and 

varied texts in a survey before we started the reading 

schools journey. Some pupils reported a vote for shorter 

books.

An awareness of the need for support for staff and enhance 

training alongside the inputs on the reading assessment 

materials. Staff awareness of the Fife Workshop For Literacy 

linked text as opposed to the Reading for Pleasure book 

requires clarification.

While awareness has been raised of the issue – and thus 
professional dialogue has started the nine text type input 
has not yet impacted on the books being offered for 
shared or individual reading for pleasure offerings within 
these schools. 
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The implications of my findings are:

Pupils may not be introduced to the text type the enjoy- 

limiting participation in reading for pleasure.

This  may also create a cohort of pupils who actively dislike 

reading for pleasure.

There may be an effect on teaching of other subject areas 

where more critical reading is required.

Staff workload to enhance practice should not be onerous – 

SLT to consider rolling programme expectations similar to the 

writing pathways developed last session.

Next steps: 

Staff awareness raising about text types in class libraries and 

shared reading

Staff awareness of new books and links to sources of new 

text types via our Glow team.

Schools to be asked to develop a reading for pleasure 

policy – example to be shared. (LITERACY TRUST LINK)

Continue to support schools in developing their libraries and 

reading culture through Reading Schools Programme and 

links with On Fife.

What did you plan to do and why?

What has happened in your enquiry? 

What impact has this enquiry had? What are the implications and next steps?
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