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About this resource

This resource contains discussion guides for each the below texts from National 5
and Higher. Each discussion comes as a text-rich printable version and a plain text
version. You can use them to introduce the National 5 or Higher texts to your class,
to structure conversation and responses to the text, or to support pupils with exam

revision.

A key part of Scottish Book Trustds ethos

i s

pl easure. Whilst these texts have been desig

these discussion guides can help pupils use these texts as a jumping off point for
reading for pleasure i whether through engaging in open discussion, responding to
the text through creative writing, or using our suggestions of other texts they may

enjoy.

On each discussion guide webve included thre

think summarise the feeling or atmosphere of the piece. If you have Story Deck in
your school or library, we encourage you to use this as an icebreaker. What do they
thinkoft he cards wedve included? Which cards

WO



To find out more about Story Deck, and get your packs, visit the Story Deck page on

our Reading Schools website.

National 5 texts

1 Duck Feet by Ely Percy (extract from novel)
1 Yellow Moon by David Greig (play)

T AaThings My Wi fe and I Found Hidden in Our
story)

T AAunti eo by Nadine Aisha Jassat (poetry)

Higher texts

The Sunlight Pilgrims by Jenny Fagan (novel)

Sequamur by Donald S. Murray (play)

3t

A Voice Spoke to Me at Nighto by Helen N

= =/ =4 =4

ABairno, fABloomo, ALetters to Glasgowo,
Imtiaz Dharker (poetry)

With each guide, we advise you use your best judgement on whether a specific
discussion question or creative writing prompt is appropriate for the pupils you work
with. Please feel free to adapt and print the plain text version. Each guide also
contains recommended books that readers may enjoy if they liked the book. As with
the discussion guide titles, we encourage you to use your best judgement if these

are suitable for individual readers.


https://www.readingschools.scot/story-deck

Duck Feet by Ely Percy
We bve i nclSiodyddck t h

cards we think summarise the

feeling of this book.

Do you agree with our choices?

What would you pick?

Discussion guestions

1. Each chapter of Duck Feet is a short story. Did it feel different to reading a

traditional novel? How?

2. Duck Feet is set in the mid-noughties. What differences did you notice about

growing up then versus now? Has anything stayed the same?

3. How does the novel depict friendship?

Har preet and Charlene. Could you relate

4. How do you interact with Scots in your day-to-day life? Do you speak similarly

to Kirsty or did her voice feel new to you?

5. To what extent do you think Kirsty is shaped by growing up working class?

Creative writing prompts

1. Choose a Scot word from the book. If the word is new to you, use a Scots

Language Dictionary to look it up, or find the equivalent word you may use in

your area or dialect. Now, write a poem using this word. You could create an
acrostic, use it in a haiku or just write in free verse inspired by this word.

Kirsty has a distinctive voice throughout each chapter. In pairs or groups,

di scuss what words youdd use to descri
associate with her as well as adjectives. Now, use these to create a character

fact file which introduces Kirsty to someone who has never read Duck Feet.

Next time you do some creative writing, use this fact file format to outline who

your main character is.


https://www.readingschools.scot/story-deck
https://www.readingschools.scot/story-deck
https://dsl.ac.uk/
https://dsl.ac.uk/

What to read next

Glasgow Boys by Margaret McDonald
A coming-of-age story set in Glasgow, following Finlay and Banjo as they navigate
life after growing up in care.

The Climbers by Keith Gray

A searing look at teenage rivalries and life-defining friendships.



L.

Each chapter of Duck Feet is a short story. Did it feel :

We've included three Story Deck cards we think
summarise the feeling of this book. Do you agree
with our choices? What would you pick?

different to reading a traditional novel? How? To get your Story Decks, visit readingschools.scot

| | 2. | jl 3.

D.“Ck Feetis ‘set in the .mid-noughties.‘ What How does the novel depict friendship? Think about
differences did you notice about growing up then Kirsty's relationships with Harpreet and Charlene.

versus now? Has anything stayed the same?

Could you relate to any of Kirsty’s relationships?

[Lla L[ ]s.

How do you interact with Scots in your day-to-day

life? Do you speak similarly to Kirsty or did her To what extent do you think Kirsty is shaped by
voice feel new to you? growing up working class?

7

Choose a Scot word from the book. If the word is new to
you, use a Scots Language Dictionary to look it up, or find
the equivalent word you may use in your area or dialect.
Now, write a poem using this word. You could create an
acrostic, use it in a haiku or just write in free verse
inspired by this word.

GLASGOW BOYS BY
MARGARET McDONALD

A coming-of-age story set in
Glasgow, following Finlay

and Banjo as they navigate
life after growing up in care.

e

Kirsty has a distinctive voice throughout each chapter. In
pairs or groups, discuss what words you’d use to
describe Kirsty. Think of words that you associate with
her as well as adjectives. Now, use these to create a
character fact file which introduces Kirsty to someone
who has never read Duck Feet. Next time you do some
creative writing, use this fact file format to outline who
your main character is.

THE CLIMBERS |
BY KEITH GRAY [ A

A searing look at teenage
rivalries and life-defining
friendships.

@scottishbktrust

Scottish www.scottishbooktrust.com

Book Trust .
epre  www.readingschools.scot




Yellow Moon by David Greig

We 6 ve i ncl Siodyddck dafig e
we think summarise the feeling of this

play.

Do you agree with our choices?
What would you pick?

Discussion guestions

1.

The play has a subtitle: fAThe Ballad of L
pl aywright has used the word Aballado? Wh

Why do you think Leila joined Lee?
How does the play depict masculinity?

What did you think of how the play captur
di dndt speak aloud?

The play is designed to be performed in school halls without the same staging
as a theatre. How do you think this would impact an audience watching the

show?

Creative writing prompts

1.

2.

Try and write a ballad. Youcanuse BB C Bi t e s ifzoer6é sheglupi'!del f yo

feeling confident, try using the ABCB rhyming scheme for each stanza.

Try writing your own play, or screenplay. You can come up with your own
characters and plot, or you could pick so
thinking about how you would adapt it on the stage. Make sure you think

about:
1 Staging i where is this set? What set or props will you use?
1 Stage directions - how are the characters speaking or moving?

9 Audience experience - how are the audience watching this play? Are they

in a traditional theatre, or somewhere more unusual?


https://www.readingschools.scot/story-deck
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zdxwjsg

What to read next

Needle by Patrice Lawrence
A short and fast-paced thriller about Charlene, a young girl who goes on the run after

a violent i nci dent with her foster carero6s s

Mar yo6s t IbyeRodsdBayers
After Maryods granpa is mixed up in a robbery
the run to the Isle of Skye. Hilarious and heart-wrenching!



L.

The play has a subtitle: “The Ballad of Leila and

Lee”. Why do you think the playwright has used the

word “ballad™? What does it add to the play?

[ 2. [ s

Why do you think

Leila joined Lee? masculinity?

How does the play depict

: We've included three Story Deck cards we think
summarise the feeling of this play. Do you agree

= with our choices? What would you pick?

: To get your Story Decks, visit readingschools.scot

L[ ]a.

What did you think of how the play captured
Leila’s voice, even when she didn’t speak
aloud?

P2

Try and write a ballad. You can use BBC Bitesize’s
guide for help with both the form, and ideas for a
topic! If you're feeling confident, try using the ABCB

rhyming scheme for each stanza.

L ]s.

The play is designed to be performed in school
halls without the same staging as a theatre.
How do you think this would impact an
audience watching the show?

BY PATRICE LAWRENCE

¥ foster carer’s son.

MARY’S THE NAME
BY ROSS SAYERS

THE

After Mary’s granpa is mixed up in a
robbery at the bookies, the two of
them go on the run to the Isle of Skye.
Hilarious and heart-wrenching!

A short and fast-paced thriller about
Charlene, a young girl who goes on the
run after a violent incident with her

ARy
AME

/2.

Try writing your own play, or screenplay. You can
come up with your own characters and plot, or you
could pick something you've read recently and try
thinking about how you would adapt it on the stage.

Make sure you think about:

. Staging - where is this set? What set or props
will you use?

. Stage directions - how are the characters
speaking or moving?

. Audience experience - how are the audience
watching this play? Are they in a traditional
theatre, or somewhere more unusual?

@scottishbktrust
www.scottishbooktrust.com
www.readingschools.scot

Scottish

Book Trust

inspiring readers rs




AThi ngs My Wi fe and | Found Hi dde
Kirsty Logan
Webve i nclSiodyddck t |

cards we think summarise the

feeling of this story.

Do you agree with our choices?
What would you pick?

Discussion guestions

1. Why do you think the author structured the story as a list? What is the

importance of each object?

2. How does the story create a sense of unease? What techniques stood out to
you?

3. Does this story fit your idea of a fAhaunt
about it?

4. What did you think of the ending? What is the impact of the story ending when

it does? Did you see it coming, or were you surprised?

Creative writing prompts

1. Write from the perspective of an object. You could use one of the objects in
the story,oruseEd wi n  Mor gands p toeinspiratichaWhatme t er o

would your object see? How would it understand the world that it lives in?

2. Research a Scottish mythical creature - you could choose one you know, like
a kelpie, selkie or the Loch Ness Monster, or search for something new to
you. Are there any local myths or interesting pieces of folklore in your local
area? Now i ma @nsentto tyaokuwldw this hyghical creature and

write a report about your encounter.

10


https://www.readingschools.scot/story-deck
https://www.readingschools.scot/story-deck
https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/poem/gasometer/

What to read next

The Gracekeepers by Kirsty Logan
Another book from the same author i this time set aboard a floating circus.

Hold Back the Tide by Melinda Salisbury
A dark story set in the Scottish Highlands. Filled with murder, betrayal and a cold
and lonely loch.

11



L[ ]1.

Why do you think the author structured the story
as a list? What is the importance of each object?

We've included three Story Deck cards we think
summarise the feeling of this story. Do you agree with
our choices? What would you pick?

To get your Story Decks, visit readingschools.scot

L ]2

How does the story create a sense of
unease? What techniques stood out to
you?

L[ ]s.

Does this story fit your idea of a traditional “haunted house”
story? What is different about it?

[ a.

What did you think of the ending? What is the
impact of the story ending when it does? Did
you see it coming, or were you surprised?

THE GRACEKEEPERS
BY KIRSTY LOGAN

NGl Another book from the same
r author - this time set aboard a

floating circus.

(HE= ey
CKIRSTY

HOLD BACK THE TIDE
BY MELINDA SALISBURY

A dark story set in the Scottish
Highlands. Filled with murder,
betrayal and a cold and lonely loch.

g

Write from the perspective of an object. You could
use one of the objects in the story, or use_Edwin
Morgan’s poem “Gasometer” for inspiration. What
would your object see? How would it understand the
world that it lives in?

/2

Research a Scottish mythical creature - you could
choose one you know, like a kelpie, selkie or the
Loch Ness Monster, or search for something new to
you. Are there any local myths or interesting pieces
of folklore in your local area? Now imagine you've
been sent to track down this mythical creature and
write a report about your encounter.

@scottishbktrust
www.scottishbooktrust.com
www.readingschools.scot

Scottish

ders and writers

_I;pok Trust




AAunti eo by Nadine Ai sha
Webdve i nclSiodyddckt hr

cards we think summarise the feeling

of this poem.

Do you agree with our choices?

What would you pick?

Top tip: you can watch Nadine Aisha Jassat talk about her writing on Authors Live!

Discussion guestions

1. How would you sum up this poem in one word?

2. How does the writer show how they feel about their aunt? What techniques do

they use?

3. How does the writer create a sense of calm in the poem? What words or

images do you notice?

4. Which senses did you notice in the poem? How did this effect how you read
it?

Creative writing prompts

1. Imagine you are in charge of turning this poem into a short film and write a
script. What would each shot be? What would the characters be doing? What

would they say to each other?

2. The poem contains references to the aunti
kitchen. In your group, talk about the best meal you have ever eaten and
where you ate it. Now, write a paragraph describing something you loved to
eat and where you at it. Take some time to think over the details and set the
scene. What could you see, smell and hear? What did the meal taste like?
Who did you eat it with?

13


https://www.readingschools.scot/story-deck
https://www.readingschools.scot/story-deck
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/authors-live-on-demand/nadine-aisha-jassat-answering-big-questions-with-books

What to read next

Let Me Tell You This by Nadine Aisha Jassat
More poems by the same author!

The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta

A novel-in-verse about finding, and celebrating, your identity.

14



“AUNTIE”
BY NADINE AISHA JASSAT

Discussion and creative writing prompts

L.

How would you sum up this poem in one word?

L[ ]2

How does the writer show how they feel about
their aunt? What techniques do they use?

L[] a.

Which senses did you notice in the poem? How
did this effect how you read it?

What to read next

Lo LET ME TELL YOU THIS
Ler . BY NADINE AISHA JASSAT
T’;',_E,_ More poems by the same
Yol |
THS author!

BY DEAN ATTA

A novel-in-verse about finding, and
celebrating, your identity. o

Top tip: watch Nadine Aisha Jassat
talk about her writing on Authors
Live!

We've included three Story Deck cards we think
summarise the feeling of this poem. Do you agree with
our choices? What would you pick?

To get your Story Decks, visit readingschools.scot

L[ ]s.

How does the writer create a sense of calm in the
poem? What words or images do you notice?

.

Imagine you are in charge of turning this poem into
a short film and write a script. What would each
shot be? What would the characters be doing?
What would they say to each other?

72

The poem contains references to the auntie’s
cooking and her time in the kitchen. In your group,
talk about the best meal you have ever eaten and
where you ate it. Now, write a paragraph
describing something you loved to eat and where
you at it. Take some time to think over the details
and set the scene. What could you see, smell and
hear? What did the meal taste like? Who did you
eat it with?

@scottishbktrust
Scottish www.scottishbooktrust.com
Book Trust .
inspiring readers and writers WWW. read |ngSChOOIS SCOt




The Sunlight Pilgrims by Jenni Fagan
We 6ve i nclSioded

Deck cards we think summarise

the feeling of this book.

Do you agree with our choices?

What would you pick?

Discussion guestions

1. Which point of view did you preferi Dy | andés or Stell ads?

2. The novel has been described as being

you think of how the novel depicted living through extreme weather? Was it

realistic? Did anything surprise you?
3. How were Dylan, Constance and Stella isolated from Clachan Fells?
4. Do you think this novel is optimistic or pessimistic?

5. The novel ends suddenly. What did you think of the ending? What do you
think happened?

Creative writing prompts

1. Inthe novel, characters stay in an lkea to shelter from the weather. Choose a
shop you have visited and imagine you had to stay overnight. Where would
you sleep? What would you eat? What would you like to go snooping
through?

2. What do you think happened next? Write an epilogue to The Sunlight Pilgrims

telling us what you think happened to Dylan, Constance, Stella and Alistair.

What to read next

The Girl Who Broke the Sea by A. Connors

Something in the dark i s cal | ifithgllertaboutta h e
deep-sea mining rig on the brink of discovery!

16
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https://www.readingschools.scot/story-deck
https://www.readingschools.scot/story-deck

Feast of Ashes by Victoria Williamson
Set in 2123, this novel imagines life after climate disaster. When Adina accidentally
destroys her eco bubbl e, she discovers her

17



L ].

Which point of view did you prefer — Dylan’s or : with our choices? What would you pick?

Stella’s? Why?

We've included three Story Deck cards we think
: summarise the feeling of this book. Do you agree

To get your Story Decks, visit readingschools.scot

L[ ]2

The novel has been described as
being “set at the end of the world”.
What did you think of how the novel
depicted living through extreme
weather? Was it realistic? Did
anything surprise you?

1

In the novel, characters stay in an |kea to shelter from the
weather. Choose a shop you have visited and imagine you had
to stay overnight. Where would you sleep? What would you
eat? What would you like to go snooping through?

L ]s.

How were Dylan, Constance and
Stella isolated from Clachan Fells?

/2

What do you think happened next? Write an epilogue to The
Sunlight Pilgrims telling us what you think happened to Dylan,
Constance, Stella and Alistair.

L ]a.

Do you think this novel is optimistic or

pessimistic?

THE GIRL WHO BROKE THE SEA
BY A. CONNORS

Something in the dark is calling to

L[ ]s.

The novel ends suddenly. What did you think
of the ending? What do you think happened?

the rig's newest inhabitant. A cli-fi
thriller about a deep-sea mining rig
on the brink of discovery!

FEAST OF ASHES -
BY VICTORIA WILLIAMSON & E/;\ST

Set in 2123, this novel imagines life O.:.,
]

@scottishbktrust after climate disaster. When Adina
Scottish Wwww.scottishbooktrust.com accidentally destroys her eco bubble, /-\SHES
Book Trust : she discovers her life isn’t what she -
inspiring readers and writers WWW read I ngSChOOIS . Scot

thought it was.




Sequamur by Donald S. Murray
We 6ve i nclSiodyédck t

cards we think summarise the

feeling of this play.

Do you agree with our choices?
What would you pick?

Discussion guestions

1. How is war described or depicted to the young men in the play?

2. What do you think is the relevance of Gibson teaching classics? How does
what he teach connect to his life, both in 1914, and in the 1930s?

3. Do you think thereds a difference between
think this play is exploring?

4. How does the play depict womends experien
5. 4t 6s the fault of those people who encour
As if it was a way of seeingtheworld6 Do you agree with Jess
toblamef or t he sol dierds experience of the w

to blame?

Creative writing prompts

1. Write from the perspective of one of the
did he think going to war was going to be like? How had it been described to

him? What was his actual experience like?

2. Write a letter in the style of a soldier, nurse or other worker on the front lines.
What would they notice? What details would they include? What might they
not include if theyodore sending this |lette

what theyomg? experienci

19


https://www.readingschools.scot/story-deck
https://www.readingschools.scot/story-deck

What to read next

The 306: Dawn by Oliver Emanuel
Commissioned by the National Theatre of Scotland, this play is inspired by real WWI
soldiers who were killed for desertion.

The Big Lie by Julie Mayhew

Il n a reimagined world where Nazis won WWI I,
to challenge an oppressive regime.

20



uﬂ 1 We've included three Story Deck cards we think

. . : summarise the feeling of this play. Do you agree with our
How is war described or depicted to the young choices? What would you pick?

men in the play? : To get your Story Decks, visit readingschools.scot
L2 [[1s. [,

What do you .thlnk is the relevance of Do you think there’s a How does the play depict

Gibson teaching classics? I.-|0\.mr does . difference between regret and women's experience of

what he teach connect to his life, both in guilt? Which do you think this World War 12

1914, and in the 1930s? play is exploring?

LL]s.

‘It’s the fault of those people who encouraged him. As if it were an adventure. As if it was a way of
seeing the world.” Do you agree with Jessie about who is to blame for the soldier’s experience of the

war? Who, or what, else might be to blame?
.

What to read next

THE 306: DAWN
BY OLIVER EMANUEL

Write from the perspective of one of the young boys in
Gibson’s class. What did he think going to war was
going to be like? How had it been described to him?
What was his actual experience like?

Commissioned by the
National Theatre of
Scotland, this play is
inspired by real WWI

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
soldiers who were killed for :
desertion. 1
| / 2 .
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Write a letter in the style of a soldier, nurse or other
worker on the front lines. What would they notice? What
details would they include? What might they not include
if they're sending this letter to family? How would they
convey what they’re experiencing?

THE BIG LIE
BY JULIE MAYHEW

In a reimagined world

two friends decide how far g[‘G

where Nazis won WWII,

they’ll go to challenge an

oppressive regime. @scottishbkirust

Scottish www.scottishbooktrust.com
Book Trust )
nepepees  Wwww.readingschools.scot

JULIE MAYHEW




ARA Voice Spoke to
Webve i nclSiodyed t

Deck cards we think summarise

the feeling of this story.

Do you agree with our choices?
What would you pick?

Discussion guestions

1. How does the author make the familiar feel weird or discomforting?

2. dhis part of town seems to be historyless6 . Do you think any
without a history? Does the history of a place have an impact on people living
in it today?

3. How does the short story capture the feeling of loneliness and isolation?

4. What genre do you think this story is? Is it easy or hard to categorise?

Creative writing prompts

1. Imagine you see someone in a mirror in your house. Write a short paragraph
about your interaction. Who is this person, or being? When, or where, are

they from? What would you tell them about your life? Would you trust them?

2. Use a branching narrative to create a
readers what happens next. Do they investigate a scary sound in the
basement or try to ignore it? Do they walk home via a scary forest or through
an echoing cave? Youcanuse Co d e . or g 0 40 mampyoup stoaytou.

What to read next

Us in the Before and After by Jenny Valentine
A beautiful book about grief and ghosts.

22
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https://www.readingschools.scot/story-deck
https://www.readingschools.scot/story-deck
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ERjIca3bFmm1Gj8x5YKNB2bvd3gwTdvaqdq4XUpBxZI/edit

Tales from the Inner City by Shaun Tan

Unusual short stories that examine our relationship with nature and place.

23
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