Who said what…

“brought together disparate experiences, which by a disciplined verse made one thing out of what might have become diffused… nothing more is required in the oeuvre of Scottish writing”



George Bruce (Navigation for Innocents)

“Readers will find plenty in Stuart B Campbell’s Navigation For Innocents to which they must respond.  This collection is consistently enjoyable and stimulating… if bookshops ever put poetry in their ‘summer reading’ displays Navigation For Innocents would enrich anyone’s appreciation of their travel destination”

Douglas Lipton – Northwords Winter 02/03 (Navigation for Innocents)

“exceptional clarity - this is highly original work from a writer who is himself one of our most distinctive and original voices”



Colin Will – Poetry Scotland (Navigation for Innocents) 

“In Campbell’s wirk we kin see ensaumples o universal themes, whilk are a merk o pure literature, an … poems wi doon tae earth realities.  Campbell hes got a fine ingine an he cud turn oot tae be the boy tae put the gust o glamourie back intae Scottish poetry” *

* For those whose Lallans is a bit rusty, this ‘translates’ as: ‘In Campbell’s work we can see examples of universal themes, which are the mark of pure literature, and … poems with down to earth realities.  Campbell has got a fine faculty [or genius] and he could be the person to put the appetite for [or zest of] magic [or enchantment] back into Scottish poetry’

Brent Hodgson – Lallans 62 (Navigation for Innocents)

"amazingly physical, almost scary, nearly all the senses assaulted: sound, touch, smell and imagery –  wonderful.  Very powerful."



Angela Howard – Orbis133 (Mythologies)

"The verse is carefully crafted and rhythmically consistent (reading like something between jazz and prayer)…  We sense a deep ecology of the spirit as the poet's mind enhances its reality."

Chapman 106 (Navigation for Innocents)

"There's an intellectual thrust to it.  There's a music and a movement in it. There's a deep feeling for a high field in it.  Here's a mind to my liking concentratedly at work."

Kenneth White (The Stone Operation)

"I found the poems in this book intoxicating and exhilarating and I feel disinclined to go looking for comparisons or even trying to judge it against the rest of contemporary poetry. It has its own sounds, its own rhythms – its own voice.  We are given the opportunity to swim in the culture and heritage that Campbell has made his own, carried along by his hints, his turns of phrase, the way that he tells us what he tells us, until it is easy to believe that, yes, I too could swim in these currents."

Angus Dunn – Northwords Now (The Stone Operation)

