JL Williams Workshop Outline:
Narrative in Poetry

1. Intro exercise:

Tell two fictions and one truth about yourself, then go around table and unpick truths and fictions. 

2. What is narrative poetry?  What do you think of when you hear ‘narrative poetry’?  Suggestions from workshop participants, definitions and discussion. 

3. Read/play recordings of three poems with different examples of narrative and discuss following each one with the aim of pointing out narrative techniques employed. 

4. Free-writing warm-up exercise.

5. Short discussion of verse structure giving example of haiku for ease of entry into initial writing.

6. Distribute one old photograph to each participant.

7. Writing of two poems with narrative inspired by old photograph – one haiku-based poem with narrative (first haiku = beginning, second haiku = middle, third haiku = end) and one poem of choice, any form or free verse.

8. Read poems out and discuss focussing on how the use of narrative has affected the writing process.
9. Summary and suggestions for further reading, research and practise.

