SCOTTISH POETRY LIBRARY

A TASTE OF THE CHILDREN’S LENDING COLLECTION

A FEW OF OUR POETRY ANTHOLOGIES

Poet Makar Bard: A collection of poems by young people written at the Scottish Poetry Library (SPL, 2003) 

Shelf mark 2.21 

Copies can be purchased from the SPL for £3

A perfect way to discover poems written by children in poetry workshops. Another volume will be published in 2007.

Fifty Strong: Fifty poems chosen by teenagers (South Bank Centre, 2004) 

Shelf mark 2.2

An excellent anthology, simple and stylish in design, and containing an intelligent selection of poems that move, challenge and entertain.
A Shame To Miss 1: Perfect poems for young readers 

A Shame To Miss 2: Ideal poems for middle readers 

A Shame To Miss 3: Irresistible poetry for young adults
selected by Anne Fine (Corgi Books, 2002) 

Shelf marks 2.42 & 2.2

These anthologies are made up of poems that former Children’s Laureate Anne Fine wouldn’t want us to miss; her choice is interesting, wide-ranging and full of surprises to discover.

Scottish Poems, chosen by John Rice (Macmillan Children’s Books, 2001) 

Shelf mark 2.2(41)

A very useful and accessible introduction to Scottish poetry. You’ll find poems in English, Scots and Gaelic, poems old and new, and you’ll make some interesting new discoveries too.

The Rattle Bag, edited by Seamus Heaney and Ted Hughes (Faber, 1982)

The School Bag, edited by Seamus Heaney and Ted Hughes (Faber, 1997)

Shelf mark 2.2

Two classic poetry anthologies, edited by two of our greatest poets. Full to the brim with good poems.

Read Me: A Poem a Day for the National Year of Reading, chosen by Gaby Morgan (Macmillan Children’s Books, 1998)

Read Me 2: A Poem for every Day of the Year, chosen by Gaby Morgan

(Macmillan Children’s Books, 1999)

Shelf mark 2.42

A poem for every day, lively and entertaining anthologies.

The Works: Every kind of poem you will ever need for the Literacy Hour, chosen by Paul Cookson (Macmillan Children’s Books, 2000)

The Works 2: Poems on every subject and for every occasion, chosen by Brian Moses and Pie Corbett (Macmillan Children’s Books, 2002) 

The Works 3: A poet for every week of the year, chosen by Paul Cookson (Macmillan Children’s Books, 2004)

The Works 4: Every kind of poem on every topic you will ever need for the Literacy Hour, chosen by Pie Corbett and Gaby Morgan (Macmillan Children’s Books, 2005)

Shelf mark 2.42

A great variety of poems; a very useful set of books.

Read Me and Laugh: A Funny Poem for Every Day of the Year, chosen by Gaby Morgan (Macmillan Children’s Books, 2005) 

Shelf mark 2.0817

Full of light-hearted verse.

Shades of Green, chosen by Anne Harvey (Random House Children’s Books, 1991)

Shelf mark 2.05745

An award-winning collection of poems on a green theme, lots of really nice choices, a delightful resource on this subject.

Cock Crow: Poems about life in the countryside, chosen by Michael Morpurgo and Jane Feaver (Egmont Books, 2005) 

Shelf mark 2.05745

This is a delightful new anthology, edited by the former Children’s Laureate, who with his wife has run Farms for City Children now for over thirty years. A great way to discover the life of countryside and its farms. 

Overheard on a Saltmarsh: Poets’ Favourite Poems, edited by Carol Ann Duffy (Macmillan Children’s Books, 2004) 

Shelf mark 2.42

Award-winning poet Carol Ann Duffy has asked poets to select their favourite children’s poem to appear alongside a poem of their own. An illuminating book.

Wicked Poems, edited by Roger McGough (Bloomsbury Children’s Books, 2002) 

Shelf mark 2.42

A wonderful resource of poems about the misbehaving side of life.

Because a Fire was in my Head: 101 Poems to Remember, edited by Michael Morpurgo (Faber, 2001) 

Shelf mark 2.42

An anthology designed to light a spark and encourage us to learn poems by heart. A collection of wonderful poems from a wide range of poets.

Sensational! Poems inspired by the Five Senses, chosen by Roger McGough (Macmillan Children’s Books, 2004) 

Shelf mark 2.42

An award-winning collection, incredibly useful and entertaining; divided into sections on each of the senses – plenty here to inspire.

A Poke in the Eye: a collection of concrete poems, selected by Paul Janeczko (Walker Books, 2001) 

Shelf mark 2.0818

A joyous and beautifully designed book of shape poems.

The Orchard Book of Poems, chosen by Adrian Mitchell (Orchard Books, 1993) 

Shelf mark 2.42

A beautifully imaginative collection of poems, with brilliant chapter headings!

The Nation’s Favourite Children’s Poems (BBC Worldwide, 2001) 

Shelf mark 2.42

Your best-loved poems, introduced by Spike Milligan. A very useful volume to dip into.

Haven’t you grown: poems about families, selected by Belinda Hollyer (Kingfisher, 2003)

Shelf mark 2.0392

Poems about family members and family life, embracing all the joys and sorrows of belonging. 

The Kingfisher Book of Poems about Love, chosen by Roger McGough (Kingfisher, 1997)

Shelf mark 2.2

A beautiful and accessible anthology exploring the fundamental bond that connects us all.

Love, Hate and my Best Mate: Poems about love and relationships, compiled by Andrew Fusek Peters and Polly Peters (Hodder Wayland, 2004) 

Shelf mark 2.03926

A great resource of poems on these tricky subjects.

It’s a Woman’s World: a century of women’s voices, edited by Neil Philip (Dutton Children’s Books, 2000) 

Shelf mark 2.1

An intelligently put together international collection of poems by women.

A World of Poetry, selected by Michael Rosen (Kingfisher, 1991) 

Shelf mark 2.99

A world of thoughts, feelings, images and ideas from all over the world.

From mouth to mouth: Oral poems from around the world, selected by John Agard & Grace Nichols (Walker Books, 2004) 

Shelf mark 2.398

An acclaimed anthology of oral poems from all over the world: schoolyard chants, work songs, lullabies, riddles and more…

Sheep Don’t go to School, edited by Andrew Fusek Peters (Bloodaxe Books, 1999)

Shelf mark 2.4

A collection of weird and wonderful poems from Eastern Europe, a unique book.

Can I buy a slice of sky? Poems from Black, Asian and American Indian cultures, edited by Grace Nichols (Knight Books, 1993) 

Shelf mark 2.896

An anthology rich in language and diverse in culture; poems showing not only the differences between peoples but also the similarities.

Poems Out Loud: Performance poetry by top poets, selected by Brian Moses. Book or CD. (Hodder Children’s, 2003) 

Shelf mark 2.42

Perfect way to dip into or listen to the best in performance poetry.

Blood and Roses: British History in Poetry, compiled by Brian Moses (Hodder Children’s Books, 2004) 

Shelf mark 2.42

A lively collection of poems about historical subjects.

Something beginning with P: New poems from Irish poets, edited by Seamus Cashman (O’Brien Press, 2004) 

Shelf mark 2.415

A lusciously illustrated anthology of brand new poems by Irish poets.

The Jewel Box: Contemporary Scottish Poets CD 

Shelf mark cd 2.41(099)

The Scottish Poetry Library’s own CD of 43 Scottish poets reading one of their poems each, a treasury of voices.

A Caribbean Dozen: Poems from Caribbean poets, edited by John Agard and Grace Nichols (Walker Books, 1994)

Under the Moon and Over the Sea, edited by John Agard and Grace Nichols (Walker Books, 2002)

Shelf mark 2.729

Two perfect ways to get a taste of the Caribbean, its sights, smells and sounds.

Talking Drums: A selection of poems from Africa South of the Sahara, edited by Veronique Tadjo (A & C Black, 2000) 

Shelf mark 2.6

A collection of traditional and modern poems from Africa.

Paint Me a Poem: New poems inspired by art in Tate, Grace Nichols (A & C Black, 2004)

Shelf mark 3.Nic

Poems inspired by paintings, by Grace Nichols and by children visiting the gallery. With some very useful tips on how to look at a work of art and how to write poems about it.

The Kist Anthology (Scottish Consultative Council on the Curriculum, 1996) 

Shelf mark 2.2(41)

Still a very useful resource of work in Scots and Gaelic.

A Hantle o Verse: Poems in Scots for children, compiled by Bette Boyd and Michael Elder (NMS Publishing, 2003)

Scots Poems for Children: an anthology, edited by Anne Forsyth (Mercat Press, 2001)

Shelf mark 2.41

Lots of old favourites in these two engaging collections.

King o the Midden: Manky mingin rhymes in Scots, edited by Matthew Fitt and James Robertson (Itchycoo, 2003)

Blethertoun Braes: Manky mingin rhymes fae a Scottish toun, edited by Matthew Fitt and James Robertson (Itchycoo, 2004) 

Shelf mark 2.41

Itchycoo are publishing some very exciting books of Scots poetry, these two are full of lively poems and illustrations.

The Smoky Smirr o Rain: A Scots Anthology, edited by Matthew Fitt and James Robertson (Itchycoo, 2003) 

Shelf mark 2.2(41)

Another wonderful book from Itchycoo, with a refreshing blend of Scots writing, old and contemporary, poetry and prose. A perfect way to get immersed in Scots.

Leabhar Beag na Gàighlig (The Wee Book of Gaelic), compiled by Anne Lorne Gillies (Wordfirsts, 2005)

Shelf mark G-2.41

A delightful gathering of poems in Gaelic written and illustrated by children, with English translations.

To borrow any of these books post-free contact Julie Johnstone, Education Development Officer at the Scottish Poetry Library on 0131 557 2876 or julie.johnstone@spl.org.uk
See our full online catalogue at www.spl.org.uk
