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Inspiring readers and writers





 Scottish Book Trust   
Online Teachers’ Book Group Guidelines

“It seems obvious ... that excellent teachers of reading bring their reading lives to the teaching of reading ... We want to challenge the divide between who we are as readers and who we are as teachers.”


Teachers as Readers:  Perspectives on the Importance of Reading in Teacher’s Classrooms and Lives

Commeyras, Bisplinghoff and Olson, 2003, 

International Reading Association, ISBN 0-87207-006-9

The Scottish Book Trust Online Teachers’ Book Group is an opportunity for teachers across Scotland to come together to discuss, both as readers and as teachers, a book that they have all read.  Initially the focus will be on children’s and teenage books by Scottish writers, but depending on interest and demand, this will be expanded in the future to include books for adults and books of professional interest to teachers.
The book groups will be held as a Glow Chat, enabling as many teachers as possible to participate.  We will run a primary focussed and a secondary focussed book group on a regular basis.  The first ten teachers to sign up to participate in each session will receive a free copy of chosen book.
The idea is that each book group Glow Chat will begin a standard book group format – discussion will first cover our responses to the book in question as readers – what we liked, what we didn’t like, the characters, plot, themes and any particular questions or issues that participants would like to discuss – basically an enjoyable, engaging conversation.
The second section of the discussion will focus our thoughts about the book as educators – how could it be used in the classroom, what sort of activities would we develop with the book, what might be the challenges, and what elements of the book might stimulate really engaging learning and teaching?  Scottish Book Trust will use this discussion to develop a set of resources around the book to be shared through our Online Teacher in Residence programme.    All participants in the book group will be fully credited for their contribution to the development of any materials!

Guidelines for Book Group Host (and participants)

· Establish a relaxed, positive environment. This is a literacy adventure which is meant to be fun and rewarding on a personal as well as professional level. 

· Read and reread the book to be discussed. 

· Make mental notes (Post-Its help) of four to five open-ended discussion questions; use these only as necessary to restart conversation or to steer conversation back to the book. 

· Value personal experiences and multiple interpretations growing out of those experiences. 

· Welcome and encourage dissension . . . lively, interesting discussions result. 

· Occasionally, ask someone to bring information about the author, another book by the same author, or reviews about the book. 

· Eliminate guilt. Not finishing a book isn't a crime. 

· Schedule a separate session for talk about teaching techniques and student connections. (Or reserve the last few minutes of each session.) 

· Encourage tentative voices. The less talkative members of the group need opportunities to join in the conversation. 

· Be a good listener; let conversation develop. 

· Don't be afraid of silences. 

· Sit back and enjoy the experience. 

· Prepare 3 or 4 open ended questions in case conversation lags
