What Went Well and How It Could Be Better by Elspeth Murray, Poet
	When 
	Good Because
	Learning Points

	Monday 

	Lunch
	Nice out-of-the-ordinary start
	Would have been good to be more fully introduced before lunch. 

	The walk
	Trigger words on cards. Timed exercises. 

Knowing good places to go. 

Being flexible with the itinerary. 

Some use of cameras quite a nice addition. 

Sunny day didn’t half help!
	It might be good to have more time before the walk to introduce myself and my work and discuss the idea of the walk – and using notebooks – as a source of inspiration. And to do at least one writing exercise before leaving the classroom.

	Tues

	Generating workshop
	Feedback from them that the timed exercises were hard but got them freed up. 

Automatic writing.

Hearing their very different ideas and approaches. 
	Should do things in a different order: earlier on – highlight ideas from notebooks, find out their hopes. Start with a shorter 2 min automatic writing exercise – then some exercise where they all share what they do – followed by longer, more focused 5 min automatic writing exercise. Highlight ideas from these exercises. Then see what direction they want to take. I also wonder about looking into developing a more specifically ‘inquiry-oriented’ approach with poetry … 

	Free time
	Unanticipatedly invaluable. Few enough pupils to focus on making notes for each one. Great to have photocopying help from Anne. Cliff Yates’ book Jumpstart: Poetry in the secondary school was a good source of poems to ‘prescribe’. 
	Probably took 10-15 mins each. Might be able to do it quicker if I’d taken more notes in the class and had access to more poetry to choose from. Also, as another ‘shortcut’ I wonder about using some kind of questionnaire before any of the sessions that might give a general indication of their interests, ability, literary, stylistic or lyrical preferences? 

	Library individual time
	Good mix of individual support and generally being available. 
	Relative benefits of giving pointers to people in presence of their classmates (which I did) or seeing them one-to-one while the others are reading their ‘prescribed’ poems? Pros and cons, I suppose. And I might have spent a bit more time with more hesitant pupils while they got ideas down. 

	Thurs

	Redrafting workshop 
	They seemed a lot more forthcoming and engaged than earlier in the week. 
	Would be good to have a range of my – and others’? – poems available to discuss in draft and final form. And a handout of some kind to summarise the things you might look for when redrafting. 

	Library individual time
	Seemed to be getting on OK. 
	Some slower to progress than others. How to encourage more focused writing and less blethering?

	Final writing and sharing
	Good focused writing. 

Positive sharing and discussion. Anne’s help in these discussions very valuable. Assignment set to complete the pieces for start of Autumn term. Interest in presenting or publishing as a pamphlet. 
	Might have needed less of the time for writing if they’d been more productive in the library maybe. Slightly frustrating that some pieces still in earlier draft stages. More time at end would be good to consolidate: validate their progress, recommend further reading or poetry events, encourage writing in their own time.   
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