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Meet Our Authors: Michael Rosen

Teaching ideas for Don’t (from Mustard, Custard, Grumble Belly and Gravy, by Michael Rosen, illustrated by Quentin Blake, Bloomsbury) (P3-P6)
This anthology is a combination of two previous books, Don’t Put Mustard in the Custard and You Can’t Catch Me, with a new introduction specially written by Michael Rosen. In this he says, “My poems are mostly made up out of the words and phrases and sounds I’ve caught off the air, whizzing past me as uttered by my brother, my parents, my friends and my children. This means they sit on the page longing for you to say them out loud, to set them whizzing all over again.  . . You can say them in whatever voice you fancy. When I read these poems out loud, I do that and more: I act them out, almost as if I’m living out Quentin’s drawings.” He goes on to explain the styles of poetry he uses – word play, “talking to the page”, nonsense – and encourages his readers to enjoy these different possibilities. 
	Suggested learning experiences

· Explore syllables, rhythm, rhyme

· Perform poem as a group

· Collect own list of silly ‘don’ts’

· Plan and tell a story to a friend

· Use ‘Don’t’ as a model for a poem

· Collect everyday phrases of exasperation

· CC – think about rules – write your own list

· CC – think about rights – write your own list

	Overview of possible learning outcomes (at Second Level unless stated)

	Listening & Talking 
	Reading 
	Writing

	Plan and prepare a performance
Comment on choice and use of language in the poem

Tell a story clearly and with expression

Contribute effectively to discussion of rules
	Read with expression
Discuss style and language features

Explore rhyme, rhythm, syllable

Increase understanding of vocabulary, structure, punctuation, grammar 

Enjoy using and choosing language 
	Collect, select and organise ideas

Engage the reader through choice of language, structure, punctuation and poetic techniques in creation of model poem




Warming up

	1. Think, pair, share activity – Getting to know the poem - see “Teaching ideas for developing poetry” for details of this activity.

	2. Rhyme & rhythm – find the rhyming words – and collect more to match; explore the number of syllables in each line by clapping them out and counting.

Reading: enjoy playing with sounds and syllables

	3. Perform – this is a wonderfully rhythmic poem that cries out for a performance, or at least to be read aloud. View Michael’s video poetry book The Hypnotiser (http://www.michaelrosen.co.uk/hypnotiser.html) for ideas if you are not sure how you might set about it! And why not see if you can learn it off by heart? 

Listening and talking: plan and give a performance or reading with a partner
Reading: consider how you read/perform each verse or section


Working towards writing – doing the don’ts!
	1. Don’t do that! – what do you get told off for doing? Discuss with a partner the sorts of things grown ups tell you not to do. The think about a list of daft things you might be told to do. See if you can use internal rhyme (or half-rhyme) in your silly list in the way Michael Rosen has done, e.g. don’t stick chips on your hips. And don’t forget something especially silly to end the list.

Listening and talking: discuss your “don’ts” and experiment with rhyme for the silly ones
Writing: create a list of silly “don’ts”, with internal rhyme if possible

	2. Illustrating your don’ts – make your own cartoon sketches to go with each of your don’ts.

	3. Tell a story: imagine the worst – imagine putting toffee in your coffee, or confetti on the spaghetti, or mustard in the custard – what would happen? Can you tell the story? Plan it and tell it with a friend.
Listening and talking: plan and tell a story


Making poems 

	1. Model poetry – use the ideas you have made up and Michael’s poem as a model to create a poem of your own.

Writing: create your own “Don’t” poem using Michael’s poem as a model


Ways with words
	1. Whizzing words and phrases – what words and phrases are used in your house or your classroom? They might be to do with manners or behaviour. Why not start a collection of favourites, like “You’ll have to wait, I’ve only got two pairs of hands!” uttered in exasperation by one very busy mum as she was pestered by her children. Try to explain when and how each is used.

Listening and talking: discuss the words and phrases regularly used at home and school
Writing: make an annotated list of your favourite words and phrases


Cross-curricular connections

	1. Thinking about rules – why do we have rules? Who makes them? Who breaks them? Why, when, how? If children were to make the rules, what would they be? 

Listening and talking: discuss the role of rules; make up a set of rules that you would like the world to live by
Writing: write down your rules, with an explanation

	2. Thinking about rights – find out about the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child http://www.unicef.org/voy/explore/rights/explore_155.html. 


Homework suggestions

· Rhyme time – collect sets of rhyming words; you could try sorting each group alphabetically too!

· Breaking the rules – which rules would you most like to break, and why? Create a table of ‘Rules and Reasons’ to show your list.

· Consequences – what might be the punishment for putting mustard in the custard or toffee in the coffee or other silly crimes? Make a table to show your list of Crimes and Consequences. 
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