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Task 6: ENDINGS Pupils’ Notes
THE FINAL TASK –  OR THE END! (WHICH IS JUST THE BEGINNING NOW)

TASK. Imagine that you are pitching your story idea to a publisher. 

You have to provide a synopis of it. 

WRITE YOUR SYNOPSIS. 
FINAL FUN TASKS 

Fun task – watch/read Cathy interviewing writers about how they tackle endings and what their favourite endings are.

Video interviews with:

Katie Grant

Julia Donaldson

Laura Marney

Saci Lloyd

A G Taylor

Barry Hutchison

Written responses from:

Kevin Brooks

Andy Stanton

Graham Marks

Julie Bertagna

Frank Cottrell Boyce
Notice how many different approaches writers have to creating their ending. It is not an exact science and there is no right or wrong.

Make a list or discuss what YOUR favourite endings are and why.

Then come up with your LEAST favourite endings to a book you’ve read? And why that is the case.

AND NOW TO THE FINAL BIG TASK…

Go back to any of the tasks you have done.

Which one came most naturally to you?

Was it easy to imagine something unusual happening in a place with a familiar setting?

Or has a character burst into life from the form you completed in Task 2?

Maybe you have new voice in your head, and that person has a story to tell.

Or you are inspired to bring to life a place that is so real to you that you can already smell and see and touch and feel it?
There again, perhaps there is music in your head, taking you on a journey, or making you want to tell a story about someone.

Or maybe something out of the ordinary has happened in real life to you or someone you know and has provided the framework or springboard for a complete story from you. 

Send in a copy of your BEST TASK along with the story it helped you write for the Scottish Book Trust Virtual Writer in Residence Short Story competition to teen@scottishbooktrust.com.
There is a word limit of 2000 words. However, your story might take different forms:

It might be a graphic novel. It might be a drama.

It might written in verse. It might be a song.

Or it might be prose.

Good luck!

TASK SIX NOTES FOR TEACHERS 
Endings are difficult, and you will see from the interviews for this task that writers tackle them in different ways. Personally, I like to have a rough idea of how I want my story to end before I start writing it. That way I always have a goal in sight. It doesn’t matter if the ending completely changes by the time I get there. Because I have a rough idea of where I want my story to go, I am always aiming for something.

Practice seeing a story as a whole by taking photographs or pictures from magazines and newspapers or Art Galleries and asking pupils to summarise a complete story with a beginning, middle and end – just little snapshot summaries. This is the structure/framework you want pupils to build in their heads as they tackle their own stories.

Here are some general tips for Creative Writing that apply at all times:

· Keep a notebook for scribbling down ideas.

· Encourage your pupils to Mind Map their stories. This is what I do. I take a large piece of paper and cover it with all my ideas for a particular story. I keep going back to it, adding details until I feel I have enough information to begin Chapter One.

· Learn to be a spy and a thief. Listen in to conversations – buses and trains are great for this. Try and imagine what the full story behind these conversations might be. 
· If somebody says something unusual – funny or shocking or strange - make a note of it.

· Take your story for a walk: Writers carry their stories about in their heads and ‘work’ on them at different times. Sometimes the best ideas for stories come when you are away from your desk. I find that doing things that don’t take a lot of thought ie. cleaning and tidying/walking/running/swimming are excellent ways to open the creative channels. So encourage pupils to work on their stories away from their computer screen or the page when possible. (Obviously this isn’t always practical.)
· Encourage pupils to look at their own lives as a constant source of inspiration. They can base characters in their stories on people they know: neighbours, friends and family.

· Remind pupils to pay attention to stories that are passed down within their family. Family stories are repeated because they are out of the ordinary in some way – funny, shocking, sad, unbelievable . That is why they have survived. Don’t let them go to waste.
· Some people are brilliant at telling stories but find they go flat when written down. Perhaps they could record their ideas and see what they capture that way. Their oral version could be transcribed.
· If there is time, it is always good to set a story aside when it is finished. When it’s reread, the writer will approach it with fresh eyes and ears. Always read your story out loud to yourself. That is the best way to find out things that don’t work – clunky dialogue, confusing sentences.
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