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Task 5: MUSIC/SOUNDTRACKS Pupils’ Notes
SIMPLE TASK 

Take a song you know well and write new lyrics to it.

FUN TASKS 

1.Create a playlist of songs that tell the story of your life as far back as you can remember. Maybe your teacher will make one too.

2. Pick a character from a book you have read and make him/her a playlist.

3. Produce your own ‘Inheritance Tracks’: ie Describe the one song/piece of music that has been passed on to you by your relatives. Tell the story behind it. Now pick the one song/piece of music that you would like your own children to associate with you and tell the story behind why this is the case.

EXTENSION TASKS 

1. Take a song that you really like and summarise the story of it. 

2. Turn the story of your favourite book into a song.

IF YOU ARE REALLY CLEVER write a story in the form of a song. 
IF YOU ARE REALLY, REALLY CLEVER set it to music.

IF YOU ARE BRILLIANT perform it/record it/send it into teen@scottishbooktrust.com.
TASK FIVE NOTES FOR TEACHERS 
The tasks in this exercise provide an alternate way to come up with ideas for stories.

For me, music is a particularly useful tool in my writing. It is often the gateway into a story or part of one. I also use music as a shorthand to enhance mood and also to reveal a little more about characters. People often make judgements based on the music someone listens to, and musical preferences can give a lot of information away about someone. 

When I was writing ‘The Drowning Pond’ I kept listening to ‘The Confession of Isobel Gowdie’ by James MacMillan. It fitted the mood and the themes of the novel perfectly. 

Encourage your pupils to think about the way different pieces of music make them FEEL.

Play your pupils different tracks and ask them to respond to them emotionally.

Discuss the pictures that the music creates in your pupils’ imaginations.

Classical music is great for this exercise. Also instrumental tracks by bands like Calexico, who create musical soundscapes, would work well in this task:

What do your pupils see in their mind’s eye while they are listening?

Where does the music take them?

How does it make them feel?

This exercise might provide the stimulus for a new story.

You might like to look at famous film scores: Jaws, Titanic, Psycho, Pulp Fiction etc and discuss the part that music plays in these films and other similar films.

The exercise in creating the Soundtrack to your Life will create many real stories, and apart from being a fun task, it will demonstrate how many complete stories we have inside us already.  You could put up the stories as a classroom display with pictures of the musicians that everyone has picked. 
You could have a playlist session where everyone tells the story behind the songs they have picked. 

Encourage pupils to give fictional characters they create a soundtrack to their lives, even if it isn’t included in the final piece if writing. This will flesh their character out and give him/her a backstory.

Listen to songs that tell complete stories. (Country and Western songs are great for this –the cheesier the better). Here are a few examples:

Coward of the Country – Kenny Rogers

Jolene – Dolly Parton
The Night That Minnie Timperley Died/ Wickerman – Pulp
Eleanor Rigby/ She’s Leaving Home – The Beatles 

Old Shep – Elvis Presley
The Lonesome Death of Hattie Carol/ John Brown – Bob Dylan 

I Hung My Head - Johnny Cash

Nebraska - Bruce Springsteen

Stan – Eminem

Romeo & Juliet - Taylor Swift

Chelsea Hotel - Leonard Cohen
Encourage pupils to find:

1. Songs that tell complete stories.

2: Songs that make them imagine what might be happening. This is what the main task is about.

3. A more challenging exercise – pick an obscure song with inexplicable lyrics and create a story from it – you should get interesting variations.
Again, by thinking of the story behind a song, some pupils might find this is how they find inspiration to write.

Summary of 15 Minute Bob in ‘song’ (publishing with Egmont Children’s Books in May 2010)
A young man wants to write and sing

Wants it more than anything 

Meets his girl, can’t settle down

Won’t work a job, won’t stay in town

Not even with a kid back there

This man seems like he just don’t care for nothing but a dream.

Young man grows older, kid grows too

Nothing but distance between the two

A father’s ways leaves his son ashamed

For himself and his mother. 

They can only blame

This man. Seems like he just don’t care for nothing but a dream.

Then one day a new song finds the man. 

Success beats down his door.

The world is at his feet at last.

No need to struggle

 To be heard

Any more.

Now an older man draws crowds who care

His music’s playing everywhere

But he’s lost his lady, she’s left town

And his son can’t face a dad around

Who sacrificed it all for nothing but a dream.

He sacrificed it all for nothing but a dream.
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