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Task 4: SETTING Pupils’ Notes

SIMPLE TASK

Wherever you are right now, close your eyes and LISTEN, SMELL, FEEL (EVEN TASTE IF YOU CAN) everything you are experiencing. 

Make a list – you might even dictate it into your phone.

FUN TASK
Paired task. Let someone you trust (!!!) lead you through school premises blindfold. Inside and out. Notice the difference between how you feel normally and now. What are you more aware of? You could dictate what you experience into your phone/tape machine to make your responses more immediate.

EXTENSION WORK

1. Now go to a place somewhere by yourself, either on school premises or out-with school. Again list everything you hear, smell, feel as well as see.

Do you have any ideas of a story that your setting might fit?

2. Describe a place that you can recall vividly in your head. 

What kind of story would it make a good setting for?
Send all your work to teen@scottishbooktrust.com. Thanks!

TASK FOUR NOTES FOR TEACHERS 
Settings in fiction can almost be characters in themselves: the moors in Wuthering Heights, the desert in Holes, innumerable spooky houses: Manderley, Hundred’s House. In order to convey a setting fully and suggest its particular atmosphere, writers often use all the senses.

The object of the Simple Task is to encourage pupils to use their senses too, and become aware of everything that is going in a particular place at a particular time. 

Encourage pupils to respond to every detail they experience, no matter how small: eg. an itch on the nose, the taste of lunch, the tick of a radiator, the pressure of a desk or table under an arm, the noises from within the classroom and beyond – traffic, rain, other classes.

Doing this task minus sight will heighten the power of the other senses.

Remind pupils to take time to stop what they are doing in different places and just be aware of the sensory footprint of a location.

Encourage them to write down what they soak up from different places. How it makes them feel.

Also encourage them to notice how places change at different times of the day and in different weather.

Talk about WEATHER and TIME OF DAY in terms of creating mood and atmosphere in a story (a good example would be a beach).

Also consider the HISTORY of certain places. The back story of a location can be used to enrich its atmosphere.

In the EXTENSION TASK pupils will describe somewhere they recall in particularly vivid sensual detail. 

It might be their own house, or a holiday house, somewhere they meet with friends, somewhere that disturbed them, somewhere with a reputation, or a place they remember from their past. 

Ask your pupils to make sure they describe it in terms of all five senses. 

This is how they can add texture, richness, and depth to description.

My novel, The Drowning Pond, was inspired by a visit to a familiar place with a history I didn’t know about at the time. Setting/place inspired the whole novel.

This might also be true for some of your students.

Some of them might have film or be able to make films of a place that has struck them, or have photographs to describe.

Also discuss novels and films that have memorable settings.
Remember we would love to see some of your pupils’ work will at teen@scottishbooktrust.com!
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