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Task 2: CHARACTER Pupils’ Notes

Think of the person you know better than anyone. (For example your Mum/Dad/Brother/Sister/Gran/Grandad.)

Quickly jot down/describe how they behave when they are:

 a. happy

 b. angry

 c. worried

d. stressed

e. surprised

FUN EXTRAS

Think of the books you have read. 

What character do you feel you know best, and why?

[Check out Scottish Book Trust staff choices at http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/children-and-young-people/online-writer-in-residence/our-favourite-characters]

Do you have a picture in your head of a particular character from a story?

What does he/she look like to you? 

[Instead of writing this description you could draw your favourite character]

TOO EASY? [aka EXTENSION TASK]
Now create a character of your own. 

Download and fill in the Character Description Form with details of how your character behaves and to find out more details about them. 
[download it here: http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/files/task_2_character_description_form.xls]

TASK TWO NOTES FOR TEACHERS 
The idea behind this CHARACTER-BUILDING task is to investigate how to bring someone to life from the inside out.

The simple task, based on someone pupils already know, should demonstrate how straightforward it is to describe someone familiar in fine detail without mentioning their physical appearance. 

Encourage your pupils to recall and describe body language, facial expression, tone of voice.

These are the building blocks of character.

As a warm up exercise, add to the detailed description of the subject of Task Two with increasingly complex and abstract questions about her/him: 

Eg: What does your dad do when he is in a daft mood? 

How do you know when your mum is stressed?

Encourage pupils to consider how people they know walk, talk, eat, laugh, breathe in different situations.

 Explain how it is always much easier to create a three dimensional character for your story if you focus beyond appearance.

Stress how physical appearance should only be important if it significantly affects what happens to your character, or defines them. For example, Harry Potter’s scar.

Talk about how NOT knowing exactly how a character looks means the reader can create his/her mental portrait.

In the EXTENSION task, the list of character traits also becomes increasingly abstract.

Invite your pupils to devise more random and abstract questions about each others’ characters.

Encourage them to see the characters they devise existing in their heads the same way they see living people. You want them to recognise the good and bad sides of their characters. 

As in Task One, by working through the list of questions in the EXTENSION TASK, some pupils might discover the germ to their complete story in a single character trait.

Discuss books in which CHARACTER is the memorable driving force behind the story: Cathy and Heathcliffe in Wuthering Heights, Jane and Mr Rochester in Jane Eyre etc.) 

Discuss all the fictitious characters your pupils feel they KNOW. 

These can be characters from television, film or graphic novels. 

Explore why your pupils feel this way about these characters?

Are any of the chosen characters perfect?

If not, discuss their flaws and weaknesses.

Do these flaws and weaknesses contribute to what happens to the characters?
Remember we would love to see some of your pupils’ work will at teen@scottishbooktrust.com!
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