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www.scottishbooktrust.com

Task 1: THE FIRST LINE TASK Pupils’ Notes

Imagine a day that begins as normal. But ONE thing has happened that is going to make everything different. 

What could it be?
Make it the first line of your story.

It can be funny, scary, disgusting, supernatural; the choices are endless!

TRY TO MAKE YOUR first line ONE SENTENCE LONG and no more than 20 words.

Need some examples? : 

I tipped Corn Flakes into my bowl and a rat plopped out the packet.

Half asleep as usual, Fiona shuffled into the kitchen and skidded in a giant puddle of blood.

‘Well good morning, everyone!’ said Bob:Bob the dog.

When mum turned round to ask if I wanted toast, I screamed. She had no face any more. 

Don’t forget to submit your own first lines to Scottish Book Trust: teen@scottishbooktrust.com 

FUN EXTRAS

· What are your favourite first lines from books you’ve read? 

· Write your own first line on a piece of paper, fold it over and pass it on, ask your friends to do the same and read them out in sequence when everyone’s added theirs

And the Scottish Book Trust team have revealed their favourite first lines too, you can see them at http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/children-and-young-people/online-writer-in-residence/our-favourite-first-lines.
TOO EASY? [aka EXTENSION TASK]

If something completely out of the ordinary interrupted a typical school day on a much bigger scale, what would YOU want it to be? 

I might write a story about a teacher behaving completely out of character. 

Here are some other examples of what might happen to get you thinking:

You could have an accident involving a fellow pupil or a teacher. Maybe in the science lab or gym.

Some kind of natural disaster?

Something happening on or just outside school premises?

A UFO landing?

One of your friends turning into a vampire?

Have a think and write down your ideas:

What happens?

Why does it happen?

Who else witnesses the incident?

How do people involved react?

What happens next? 

Perhaps you want to STORYBOARD the development of your idea, or scribble everything on a MIND MAP. Some of you might end up with all the ingredients for a complete story.

If you HAVE come up with a good idea, don’t let it slip away, write down all the details that jump into your head.

Don’t forget to submit your own first lines to Scottish Book Trust: teen@scottishbooktrust.com 

TASK 1: NOTES FOR TEACHERS

First things first. 

I wholeheartedly reiterate the advice of Keith Gray, my predecessor as Virtual Writer in Residence. Encourage your pupils to read, read, read. Fiction. Non-fiction. Picture books. Graphic novels. Magazines. Newspaper. Anything and everything.

My particular angle as Virtual Writer in Residence is to encourage young writers to use their own life as a resource for inspiration. 

I would like them to discover that within them – and despite how dull and uneventful many think their own lives are – they already have the wherewithal to create CHARACTER, SETTING, DIALOGUE and STORY and the FIRST LINE task should begin to demonstrate this.

The FIRST LINE task is deliberately simple.

Set up the task by discussing with pupils what is ‘normal’ routine: getting up, preparing for school, breakfast etc. 

Discuss what everyone else in the family is doing. 

How do people behave? 

Every single pupil will have an individual and unique ‘story’ to tell in this task, and without any great effort will be able to discuss in detail how characters they know behave, what they say, how they look etc.

If all goes to plan you will have a classroom full of stories. 

Many of the morning routines will, in themselves, be stand-alone stories.

Then ask your pupils to imagine that ONE thing happens to change routine. 

In other words, find something extraordinary in the ordinary. 

For some young writers this opening task in itself may provide the perfect springboard for a complete story. 

Make sure they write down all their ideas for it.

Encourage young writers to apply this level of observation to their creative writing from now on. 
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