Royal Mail Awards and Curriculum for Excellence
The Royal Mail Awards for Scottish Childrens books provide an excellent mechanism for enthusing children about reading, motivating them to think and talk about books and for developing their awareness of contemporary Scottish culture.  Taking part in the awards in your school will give you a framework for a variety of creative learning experiences for young people, including many opportunities for pupil-led learning.  

Participation in the Royal Mail Awards can provide activities which contribute to many of the Literacy and English outcomes and Experiences:
	Activity
	CfEx Experience & Outcomes

	A positive and fun way to ensure that pupils read three books suited to their abilities, written by leading Scottish Children’s authors
	Reading – Enjoyment & choice
LIT0-01b      LIT 0-11b

LIT 1-11a     LIT2-11a

LIT3-11a      LIT4-11a

Opportunity to:

Engage with a wide range of texts



	Writing a review for the competition will encourage pupils to select, order and coherently express their opinion of their chosen book.  
Review competition will provide motivation for pupils to critically engage with their chosen books


	Reading – Understanding, analysing & evaluating
LIT 0-19a

ENG 1-19a   ENG 2-19a

ENG 3-19a   ENG 4-19a

Writing – Creating Texts
ENG 2-27a   ENG 3-27a

ENG 4-27a

LIT 1-29a     LIT 2-29a
LIT 3-29a     LIT 4-29a



	Participation in reading groups will encourage pupils to share their evaluations of the books they have read and the reasoning behind them.

The reading group model encourages pupils to share discussion of books they have read in a supportive environment, with each participant being able to communicate their thoughts and ideas.  

(Reading groups can be set up to encompass full group discussion, paired discussion, solo presentations etc.)

	Listening and Talking - Tools
LIT 0-02a     LIT 1-02a

LIT 2-02a     LIT 3-02a

LIT 4-02a

Listening and Talking – Creating Texts
LIT 0-09a     LIT 1-09a

LIT 2-09a     LIT 3-09a

LIT 4-09a

Opportunity to:

Communicate, collaborate and build relationships

Reflect on and explain my literacy and thinking skills



	Participants will develop an interest and greater knowledge of the very best Scottish Children’s literature
(research into previous work of the shortlisted authors may be useful to inform pupils’ opinions.  Information can be found on the Scottish Book Trust website, or from the library.)
	Opportunity to:

Develop my understanding of what is special, vibrant and valuable about my own and other cultures and their languages.

I engage with a wide range of texts and am developing an appreciation of the richness and breadth of Scotland’s literary and linguistic heritage.


.

Royal Mail Awards and the four Capacities for Curriculum for Excellence
Confident Individuals:

· As the awards are decided purely on the basis of pupil’s votes, participation in the awards will allow participant’s to develop an awareness of the value of their opinion – their choice really does count and could make the difference

· If you choose to pair older readers with a younger group to read the early readers category, older pupils will develop confidence in reading books with their younger reading partners.
Responsible Citizens:

· The voting process for the awards – one reader, one vote – will develop an understanding of the democratic system, especially if you choose to use the ballot paper to record pupil’s votes

· Reading groups can be set up to be directed according to the choices of the participating pupils – following discussion and a democratic decision making process.

· Giving pupils the responsibility to ensure that all members of the group have the opportunity to contribute to discussion encourages respect for others.

· Discussion of issues raised within the books read will encourage participants to develop their opinions on a series of complex  topics (please see Reading Group Guidelines for suggested discussion questions)

Effective Contributors: 
· Reading groups will also encourage pupils to develop their critical responses to the books they read and to develop those responses in conversation with others

· Giving participants responsibility for the running of the reading groups will enable them to develop the ability to work together and take part in shared decision making.
Successful Learners:
· Taking part in the Royal Mail Awards provides excellent motivation for pupils to read three books by contemporary Scottish authors
· The opportunity to submit a review to the national competition supports learners in their determination to reach high standards

· As the Royal Mail Awards is decided by children’s votes and provides an opportunity for them to share their opinions through the review competition, participation provides an excellent context for developing pupil’s abilities to make reasoned evaluations and clearly valuing their conclusions.
