Background

Arts Education Service

The Arts Education Service aims to maximise the contribution that the arts can make to education by increasing the range and frequency of cultural activities available to schools in West Lothian.  Working with professional arts organisations and individuals the Arts Education Service provides a strategic, planned arts education programme for schools which supports learning and teaching across the curriculum.

Cultural Co-ordinators provide a high quality programme of participatory arts education projects in conjunction with professional organisations and individuals increasing access to some of the best national and international work.

In October 2005 the Scottish Poetry Library and Arts & Cultural Services worked with professional poets on a poetry project titled ‘Poetry Pathways’ for primary school children in West Lothian.  The project was created by Cultural Co-ordinator Nancy Douglas in consultation with the Scottish Poetry Library and managed for West Lothian schools by Nancy Douglas.

The Project

· Aims & Objectives

To run a poetry project targeting rural primary schools in West Lothian working with P5 – P7 pupils on the theme of nature, environment and rural isolation. To provide a two part CPD course for participating class teachers providing materials, books, postcards and follow up activities.  The poets were recommended by the Scottish Poetry Library ensuring quality and experienced professionals in delivering high quality education programmes in schools.  The project will culminate in a presentation booklet of the poems with every participant receiving a copy.  Additional information on encouraging poetry in the classroom, from the Scottish Poetry Library, was also included in the CPD pack given to the class teachers.

The project was offered to 24 primaries which lie in the smallest, most isolated towns and villages in West Lothian.  These included Addiewell, Armadale, Blackridge, Bridgend, East Calder, Greenrigg, Kirknewton, Linlithgow Bridge, Longridge, Seafield, Stoneyburn, Westfield, Breich, Pumpherston, Fauldhouse, Eastertoun, Polbeth, Torphichen, Uphall Station and Winchburgh.
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Sketching at Winchburgh
· Poets
Ken Cockburn, Elspeth Murray and Liz Niven were all recommended by the Scottish Poetry Library and were chosen because of their expertise in their profession and experience in working with young people.
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        Liz Niven
· Schools

Cultural Co-ordinator Nancy Douglas sent information on the project to 24 primary schools (see attached) which lie in the most rural and isolated areas within West Lothian.  Participation was on a first-come-first-served basis as only 5 schools could become involved.  The 5 schools who were first to respond were Longridge, Woodmuir, Torphichen, Falla Hill and Wincburgh Primary Schools.

The Poets spent a total of 10 contact sessions in each of the participating schools and worked with a total of 100 pupils.  The 10th session was used for choosing poems with the class teachers to go in to the anthology.  Nancy Douglas, Cultural Co-ordinator worked with all the primaries involved to produce simple sketches some of which will be used to illustrate the poems.  The project culminated in an end of project sharing event at Howden Park Centre on Tuesday 29th November where an audience of around 130 children, teachers and invited guests attended.
· Resources

The schools were provided with resources from the Scottish Poetry Library within their CPD pack which teachers used to prepare their classes for the project and which were designed to inspire future work in the classroom.  These included:

· An easy to follow classroom pack detailing various styles of poems and models for creating poetry.
· A book of poetry produced by pupils working with SPL at workshops.

· A CD of poetry

· Poetry postcards produced by SPL
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Illustration with Nancy Douglas
· Monitoring & Evaluation

The project was fully evaluated and feedback was sought from pupils, teachers and poets involved.

Teachers’ comments about the project.
“Poetry writing was made much more interesting and accessible through meeting a published poet who demonstrated how poetry can be created out of about anything, and very simply.”
“The project widened the children’s experience and raised awareness and expertise with the poetry genre.  Confidence was increased with writing, talking and listening.”
“Lots of the strands were met especially listening and talking.”
“Thanks for the opportunity to take part in this project.  It has been of huge educational benefit to our pupils.  We really enjoyed the whole experience and the (sharing) event yesterday.”

“I just wanted to thank you and Ken for giving our kids a chance to take part in the poetry project.  It was a great experience and they were excited about their visit.  The good thing is that they LIKE poetry.”
Teacher’s comments about the CPD.

‘Really enjoyed CPD sessions as well as project in class, so glad we got involved.’
‘…lots of ideas and practical advice.’

‘Two excellent sessions which built my confidence in teaching poetry’

‘I enjoyed different ideas for poetry writing.’
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