Philosophy for children

Developing a community of enquiry using picture books

This is a very powerful way of introducing a text to children; it can be looked at in more conventional ways in later lessons.

· Share a story; read it twice if possible.
· Afterwards, individually and silently, jot down the questions you now want to ask (younger ones can draw pictures). The story may trigger questions that do not seem directly related to the text.

· Share your questions (no answers yet) with another person or in a group.
· Agree on one question within your group that you would like to explore further.
· Collect each group’s question – teacher take care not to make any value judgements; accept all questions neutrally.
· Agree on grouping any similar questions.
· Choose one question to discuss – in order, reverse order, vote, etc.
· Begin the discussion with the person who generated the question – what do they think?

· Teacher then bring in other children.
· The teacher acts as facilitator to the discussion – make links between ideas, play devil’s advocate, encourage clarification, etc. – but do not take the lead or dominate.
· Encourage children to talk to each other, rather than through you.
· Keep the questions and consider each one in turn in successive sessions

