Literature Circles 
A South Lanarkshire Experience - 2005
What are Literature Circles?
Literature Circles are when groups of four to six children meet on a regular basis in class to discuss a book they all are reading. The children choose the book and the groups form on the basis of book choice; the group decides how much to read and itself drives the discussion. The teacher acts as facilitator and ‘encourager’. Talk is crucial to the process.
The South Lanarkshire Experience 
SLC was invited by a team from the University of Strathclyde to take part in literature circles research. 
The project sought to: 
· trial and describe teachers’ and children’s experiences of setting up literature circles and working with them in Scottish schools; 
· identify whether and how literature circles impact on attainment and attitudes across P4-S1 stages with particular reference to gender issues; 
· generate practical advice and techniques that will help teachers to introduce literature circles smoothly into their classroom; 
· detail any policy implications and wider curriculum and management issues that arise from introducing literature circles.
Four primary teachers and one secondary teacher implemented literature circles with their class. Each teacher’s approach was different but all found that literature circles resulted in pupils gaining enthusiasm for reading and also a real development of their ability to work independently of the teacher. The pupils enjoyed the autonomy!
Literature Circles impacted in a number of ways too numerous to mention here but which include:

· Pupils expressed more positive feelings about reading and increased reading at home. 

· The boys’ vocabulary improved and they were even heard to recommend books to friends.  
· Teachers realised that pupils could benefit from discussing a book without the teacher present. They had to learn when to hold back!
· Pupils started their own additional literature circles

· Pupils became more involved with the characters

· Pupils appreciated mood/tone more acutely when sharing it with friends

· Pupils became immersed in the text

· Parents noticed more reading happening at home

Literature Circles proved to be a most positive experience.
If you want any further information please contact Janey Mauchline on janey.mauchline@southlanarkshire.gov.uk 
