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Episode 5: The End?
Re-drafting

· When you think you’ve finished your story, the best thing to do is hide it, forget about it.

· Stick it under your mattress, bury it at the bottom of a drawer, lock it up in a safe. Give yourself as much time as possible to forget about what you’ve written.

· Only then re-read and re-draft.

· Read it aloud. Do you stumble over any words or phrasing?  Your reader might too.

The 3 Cs

Clarity; Construction; Colour.

· Ask yourself: Who is the main character?  Do you like him/her?

· If you can’t answer these questions your character isn’t clear enough.

· Ask yourself: What is the character’s dilemma/need? How do they go about solving it? Is it a happy or sad ending? Why? What has the character leaned by the end?

· If you can’t answer these questions then the construction of your story may be lacking.

· Ask yourself: Where is the story set? Can you picture it in your head? Can the reader? What does your main character look like? How does he/she feel as the beginning, and also at the end, of the story? How do you want the reader to feel?

· These questions answered honestly should tell you how much colour you have in your story.

Try this:

· Write a brilliant and original story of between 1,000 and 2,500 words, then enter it into the Scottish Book Trust Virtual Writer in Residence short story competition.
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