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Episode 1: Inspiration and Ideas

Always read

· When American author Robert Cormier (one of my favourite authors) was asked how he learned to be a writer, he answered: ‘Reading, reading, reading.’

· Reading is how you train to be a writer.

· Reading funny, exciting, brilliantly written books is inspirational.  They can get you all fired-up and eager to write a story just as funny, just as exciting

· Reading bad books is never a waste of time.  If you get forced to read a rubbish book it should at least help you to work out what not to do in your own stories.

· Don’t worry about pinching ideas. Don’t copy word for word, plot for plot (that’s illegal) but there’s nothing wrong with putting an original spin on an old idea. I wrote a vampire story called ‘Before Night Falls’, obviously inspired by ‘Dracula’ and ‘Darren Shan’, but I didn’t steal their ideas. I took the inspiration of vampires and did it my way. I used an old idea to write a brand new story.

Be observant and curious

· Ideas for stories are all around you every day. Carry a notebook with you to write down anything interesting you see.

· Good writers are good observers. Get into the habit of watching people and listening to how they talk.

· Write down descriptions of places you visit (everyday places like schools and shops as well as unusual ones). Remember sounds and smells.

· Notice how the weather affects the landscape and people’s moods.

· Watch the news. Read magazines and newspapers. Ask ‘why?’ a lot.

· If you read a brilliant book (or a bad one) or watch a great movie (or a rubbish one) write down what was so good (or awful) about it.

· Write at least half a dozen things in your notebook every day.

Exercises

· Start a notebook. Makes notes on a book you really enjoyed and a movie you really disliked –explain why in as much detail as possible.

· Write something in your notebook every day.
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