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How was it for you?

Useful examples of the sorts of questions you might want to ask before and after a project are listed below. Logging the role of the person answering the questions is important, and you may want to include age and gender, too. A selection of these questions could also form the basis of a journal for professional reflection for the adults involved and so contribute to continuing professional development portfolios.

Not all the following questions will be relevant – select only the questions that suit your project, or alter or re-word or add in questions of your own, then ask your selected questions before the project starts and again when it has finished, to see how attitudes, feelings, skills and understandings have changed.
Some questions to ask pupils

Taking stock at the outset:

· What do you enjoy/how do you feel about [poetry/writing/storytelling]?

· What are things are you looking forward in this project?

· What do you think might be quite hard?

· Is there anything you are worried about?

· What are you hoping to have achieved by the end of this project?

Taking stock as the project comes to an end, the following questions may also prove useful:

· What have you enjoyed during this project?

· Is there something you did that you are particularly proud of?

· What do you know now that you didn’t know before the project started?

· What have you got better at?

· What would you like to do more of, if time and money allowed?

· Is there something from this project that you feel will help you with your work during the rest of the year?

· Was there anything you found difficult or a challenge during the project?

· Before the project you thought about whether you saw yourself as a poet/writer/storyteller, and how good you felt yourself to be at these things – have your feelings about this changed? How? Why?

· Are there things you would read/write now that you didn’t think about reading/writing before this project?

· Have you told your parents/family/carers about this project? If so, what have you shared with them? 
About reading

· How do you feel about reading?

· How often do you read for pleasure?

· What do you read?

· Do you think of yourself as a reader?

· How good a reader are you?

About writing

· How do you feel about writing?

· Do you ever choose to write for fun?

· What do you like to write?

· What helps you to write?

· What makes you nervous about writing?

· Have you ever written anything you were really proud of? What? When?

· Do you think of yourself as a writer?

· How good a writer are you?

About poetry

· Do you ever choose to read poetry?

· Do you have a favourite poet?

· Do you have a favourite kind of poetry you like to read?

· How do you feel about writing poetry?

· How often do you write poetry?

· Do you ever write poetry for fun?

· Do you have a favourite kind of poetry you like to write?

· Have you ever written a poem you were really proud of? What? When?

· Do you think of yourself as a poet?

· How good a poet do you think you are?

About stories

· Do you like listening to stories?

· How often are you told stories?

· Do you ever tell stories to anyone?

· How do you feel about telling a story to someone else?

· Do you think of yourself as a storyteller?

· How good a storyteller do you think you are?

Some teacher-specific questions

Many of the above questions will work for teachers, too, although they were drafted initially with children in mind. The following questions are more particularly aimed at the teacher:

· Before the project begins, how do you feel about teaching poetry/storytelling/creative writing?

· What are you hoping for from this project in terms of your own practice?

· Following the project, what do you feel you have you gained?

· What are you hoping for from this project in terms of your children’s learning and experience?

· Following the project, what do you feel they have they gained?

· What part of this project has had the biggest impact on you? Your children?

· What was the most exciting or enjoyable thing about this project for you as a teacher?

· What was the most difficult thing for you to do/take on/experience?

· Is there anything you would do differently next time?

· Has your practice changed as a result of the project? How?

· What are your hopes for the future as you move on from this project?

Some questions for the creative professional

Again, many of the questions in the above sections for pupils and teachers will be relevant, but in addition, the following may prove useful:

· What particular strengths do you feel you are bringing to this project?

· What hopes do you have?

· What anxieties do you have?

· What have you gained as a result of the project?

· What do you think the children have gained?

· What do you think the teachers have gained?

· What have you enjoyed?

· What have you found difficult?

· Is there anything you would do differently?

· Will your future practice change in any way as a result of the project?
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