Creative Sparks - igniting the desire to read and write

A conference for learning professionals interested in creative approaches to literature in education.

27 February 2009 at the Corn Exchange, Edinburgh

Introduction

With the development of Curriculum for Excellence there has never been a better time for teachers and librarians, writers and literature professionals to work together to foster excitement about reading, writing and language in young people. The emphasis on creativity, experience based learning and the value of working with outside agencies all point to an environment where educators and writers can work together to inspire pupils.

Join Children’s Laureate Michael Rosen, Nínive Calegari from 826 National and some of Scotland’s best writers and literature development experts to explore and discuss the impact of creative approaches to literature and language in education.
Creative Sparks will:

· Inspire educators in their creative approaches to literature and language

· Provide practical strategies and techniques guaranteed to be effective in schools

· Showcase innovative and successful projects and encourage sharing of good practice

· Foster discussion between writers and educators about the development of literature and language in schools
Creative Sparks will provide 8 hours of CPD on creative approaches to literature and language
Full details and updates at www.scottishbooktrust.com/conference
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Literature in Learning

Many of the literature and language organisations in Scotland place education at the heart of their provision – leading to an enormous and diverse range of services, resources, CPD and information for use in schools and libraries. They have all come together under the banner of Literature in Learning to ensure that you can find all of the information you need in one place.

The Literature in Learning organisations will be running a market place at Creative Sparks so that you can find out more about their range of services.

Standard Life Best Practice Award

We are always inspired by the great ideas and excellent practice we come across in schools and libraries and we think other people should know about it. If you have developed a project that you think is innovative and really effective, we would love to hear from you. The 5 best projects will have the opportunity to showcase their work for 6 minutes each at the conference. The winner will be chosen by the delegates and will be announced at the celebratory reception at the end of the day.

To submit a project for the Standard Life Best Practice Award, visit our website for details and an application form. www.scottishbooktrust.com/conference/standardlifebestpracticeaward
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Conference programme

Chaired by Karen Prophet, Headteacher , Firrhill High School

9am Registration

9.30am Welcome and Introduction

9.40am Keynote Speaker – Igniting the Desire toWrite

Nínive Calegari, Director of 826 National in America

10.20 am Seminar One

11.20am Coffee

11.50am Seminar two

1pm Lunch andMarket place

2.30pm Keynote Speaker – Igniting the Desire to Read

Michael Rosen, Children’s Laureate

3.15pm Standard Life Best Practice Award – Showcase

3.45pm Discussion groups

4.30pm Conference review

4.35pm Standard Life Best Practice Award

–Winner Announcement and Reception
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Keynote Details

Michael Rosen

Michael Rosen is one of the UK’s finest poets for children and has been instrumental in opening up children’s access to poetry in ordinary language that children actually use. He is the author of many collections of poems for children including Quick, Let’s Get Out of Here and Michael Rosen’s Book of Very Silly Poems. He was named the 2007 – 2009 Children's Laureate, in recognition of his substantial contribution to children's literature.

Nínive Calegari

Nínive Calegari is the cofounder of 826 Valencia and the CEO of 826 National. She is a veteran public school teacher with ten years of classroom experience. 826 National is a non-profit tutoring, writing, and publishing organisation with locations in seven cities across the country. Their goal is to assist students ages six to eighteen with their writing skills, and to help teachers get their classes excited about writing. Their work is based on the understanding that great leaps in learning can happen with one-on-one attention, and that strong writing skills are fundamental to future success.

Creative Sparks - igniting the desire to read and write
Seminars
PS - Primary School focus
SS - Secondary School focus
1. Literature in Learning – an introduction to the resources available from the Literature sector in Scotland
PS/SS
Donald Smith, Scottish Storytelling Centre

Working with literature and language creatively in the classroom can be daunting, the range of options and approaches available overwhelming. There is a huge range of literature and language organisations in Scotland, offering projects, resources, cpd opportunities and information which can support your work in schools. Join Donald for a user-friendly guide to Literature in Learning in Scotland.
2. Storyline – how to use the storyline model in your school
PS
Steve Bell & Sallie Harkness, Storyline Scotland and Fergus McNicol, Scottish Storytelling Centre

Cross-curricular approaches are ideally placed to meet the Curriculum for Excellence challenge. The Storyline method, which was pioneered in Scotland, uses the framework of a story for pupils to test and build own their own knowledge and skills across a particular topic. Steve, Sallie and Fergus will show how it can bring Scottish cultural resources to life and enhance learning, filling the creative opportunity between outcomes and teaching methods.
3. Writers across the Curriculum – the Craigroyston model
SS
Des Dillon, author & Desmond Spiers, Craigroyston Community High School

Craigroyston Community High School in Edinburgh is leading the way in its cross- curricular approach to literacy. Des and Desmond will explain their approach to a writer residency working within Modern Studies and Maths as well as English, outlining the techniques they have used and the impact that working with an author can have across the curriculum.
4. Build your confidence in using poetry in the classroom
PS
Liz Niven, poet

Working with poetry is a great way to inspire your pupils about reading and writing, language and their own imaginations. If you would like to use poetry more often, but feel you lack the confidence and the knowledge to do so, award-winning poet Liz Niven will provide you with effective, inspiring ideas, based on her own experiences of working with poetry in the classroom, both as a writer and a teacher.
5. Reluctant Readers/Reluctant Writers – strategies for engagement
PS/SS
Moira Foster, Dundee Education Department & Stuart Syme, Dundee Leisure and Communities Department

Reluctant readers often struggle with low confidence and self-esteem and are convinced that reading and writing is nothing more than a chore. Moira and Stuart run a number of successful projects which address these issues and find creative and fun ways to work with the most reluctant reader or writer. They will share the lessons learned from two approaches – shared peer reading and writing the blurb for a book you would like to read.
6. Creative Spairks – including Scots in the life of your school

PS
Matthew Fitt, author, Itchy Coo

Now that Scots has been included in Curriculum for Excellence how do you go about introducing it in your school? What benefit is there for pupils in engaging with yet more language work? Matthew is one of the country’s best writers in Scots and a leading figure in the development of Scots language in schools. In introducing you to approaches that enable you to develop Scots within your school, he will also discuss the huge range of benefits that working with Scots will bring for your pupils – from increased interest in language to improved confidence and self-esteem.
7. Adventure Author – new technologies and creative writing
SS
Judy Robertson, Heriot Watt University & Cathrin Howells, Creative Contexts

Encouraging creativity is a major aspect of the modern school curriculum. Kids read books, so we encourage them to write and illustrate stories. They watch movies, so we teach them drama. They also play video games, by far the most interactive and engaging of such forms of entertainment. So why not let our young writers, actors and artists become designers too? Join Judy and Cathrin to find out how engaging with a new approach to computer games can stimulate your pupils’ creativity and get them writing – almost without them noticing.
8. What does it take to get them to write? – encouraging creative writing in secondary schools
SS
Keith Gray, author

Keith is Scottish Book Trust’s first online writer in residence. His down to earth, honest approach to writing makes young people want to write. During this seminar Keith will share strategies and ideas for teaching creative writing along with tips garnered from years of experience as a writer in schools.
9. Bringing Books Alive
PS
Pam Wardell, Books Alive

Pam is an expert at taking a book and bringing it to life using drama, music, props, costumes and sound effects. Her techniques work with children of all ages, inspiring their imagination and creativity in the expressive language arts. Come to the seminar for ideas which will make books fun and engaging for every child.
10. Choice and Interest – getting and keeping teenagers interested in reading
SS
Colm Linnane, Edinburgh’s Reading Champion

Colm works to develop reading for pleasure with looked-after young people across the city. He will discuss the ranges of techniques and strategies needed to engage teenagers with reading for their own enjoyment and the benefits this can have for confidence and self-esteem as well as literacy.
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Seminar selection

There are 2 seminar sessions during the day. Please indicate which seminars you would most like to attend. We will endeavour to ensure that everyone gets at least one of their top 2 seminars.
Booking Form - you can download a form online at www.scottishbooktrust.com/conference
Full details and updates at www.scottishbooktrust.com/conference
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