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Necropolis by Anthony Horowitz
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Classroom materials for Chapter 1.

by Rachel McCabe, April 2009 


The idea behind these classroom materials is to give teachers whose pupils are involved in the Internet broadcast on 15th May some ideas for introductory work they might like to do to enhance their pupils’ enjoyment of the event.  The remit for the materials was to provide language work that would take at least an hour to deliver based around the prologue and chapter one of Necropolis.  Scottish Book Trust has sent a copy of the prologue and first chapter of Anthony’s book, Necropolis, to all the schools who have registered to take part in the event.  The work below is based solely on this prologue and chapter and assumes no prior knowledge of Anthony’s work.  

These materials are very much a “buffet” selection, i.e. teachers can choose what ever activity appeals to them keeping in mind the reading levels of their classes.  Some of the materials can be delivered with reading levels as low as Level B but most are aimed at level C through to Level F.  
Levels are shown for all activities from both the 5-14 Guidelines and Curriculum for Excellence
The materials are presented in three different sections:  
· Taster Activities - contains general language work inspired by the prologue and chapter one; 
· Focussed Activities - based round set amounts of text from the first chapter and possibly more suitable for higher reading levels 

· Web-based Activities - work based around Anthony’s presence on the Internet, particularly the two websites linked to his The Power of Five website.   
Taster Activities:

1. The Cover  








5-14:  Level B – Level F
CfEx: First  - Third Levels
If you have a copy of the book then look at the cover with the pupils; otherwise download the attached jpeg sent by SBT (but remember it must be in colour!). 
· Ask the children what they think about the cover - concentrate on the colour and the symbols.  
· Is the smoke that appears to be emanating from the skull making random patterns or is there (possibly) some kind of meaning to the shapes?  
· What do they think the author is trying to tell us about what kind of book it is? 
· How does he want us to feel by putting a skull on the front cover?  
· What about the phrases on the back of the book (‘In the streets there is only death’) and under the title?  
· What kind of a place do they think the City of the Dead might be like?  
· What other words can they think of to describe it?  
· What do they think the inhabitants might look like? 
· Can they draw or describe one? 
· What about the logo in the middle of the skull’s forehead?  
· This is on every one of The Power of Five books…is it effective?  
2. Prologue – Demonic Languages





5-14: Level C – Level F
    CfEx: Second – Third Levels
“Ja sakkath. Jak sakkakh. Ja sha xul.”
· The above quote is taken from the end of the prologue and is in some kind of demonic 
language.  
· See if the pupils can work out what it might mean - either by making the letters stand for letters in English or just looking at the phrase on its own, e.g. the repetition of the ‘ja’ sound. 
· You could quote other famous warnings from literature to show them the kind of thing it might turn out to be, e.g. 
‘One ring to rule them all, one ring to find them, 
one ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them’
(The Lord of the Rings)

‘The Chamber of Secrets has been opened.  Enemies of the heir
Beware!’
(Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets). 
· You could take this further if you like.  The pupils may well enjoy looking at other languages/alphabets/scripts. There are some good websites that help you to translate stock phrases that they could look at:  

http://yunus.hacettepe.edu.tr/~sadi/dizeler/i-love-you.html 




http://www.geocities.com/mailjohan/ 
· Everyone in the class then makes up their own demonic language and writes a couple of blood-curdling warnings in it such as “Death lurks behind these doors!” or “The road of the 
Dead is paved in blood!”  Your pupils might like to translate the warnings on the front and back of the book.  You could end up with demonic warnings all round the Classroom! 
Focussed Activities:
1.
The Prologue – setting the scene





5-14: Level D – Level F










CfEx: Second and Third Levels
· Read the prologue out loud to the students again and see if they can identify some of the linguistic tricks the author uses to make it so chilling. (Concentrate on word choice, sentence structure etc)  
· Why start the book with a memo?  Why doesn’t he just do a typical ‘Previously in The Power of Five Series’ introduction? 
· What is so clever about beginning the whole book with the phrase ‘Strictly Confidential’? 
· Look at the paragraph which begins ‘Why has that command not been given?’.  Can the pupils spot the words that the Night Rise Corporation is surprised and unhappy at what has happened?
· Even if the students have never read the other books what do they think the Night Rise Corporation might be like?  Ask them to spot words used by the author to show what kind of people they are (or are they people?) . Then ask students to make a list of adjectives up themselves to describe the Corporation.  
· If your class has a dramatic bent, why not divide it into groups of 4 or so and let them practise reading parts of the Prologue out in as evil a voice as possible? 
· How do we know if people/beings in literature are bad or good?  Even if your students know nothing about the other books can they think of why this corporation appears to be so morally bankrupt?  Do they know of other characters (in books and other media) who are equally wicked (eg Voldemort, Count Olaf, Daleks etc)?  Ask you students when they first learn what was wrong and what was right?  Why is it important that we know the difference?
2.
A Good Beginning 







5-14: Level D – Level F 










     CfEx: Second – Third Levels
“The girl didn’t look before crossing the road.”
· Read the first sentence of chapter one (above, from p.15) out to the class. Discuss with the class how good this is as an opening sentence and then brainstorm ideas as to what might happen next.  
· Ask your students to write their own version

· Focus on the words that they might like to use that would be particularly evocative, possibly introducing the idea of onomatopoeia.  
· Depending upon how they are inspired by just this one sentence they can write as little or as much as they like but everyone must produce at least one paragraph that covers just the next ten minutes after ‘the girl didn’t look before crossing the road’. 
·  Impress upon them that this is a fantasy novel so anything could happen and they can have whatever beasts or demons they want peopling their pages!  
· Alternatively, maybe it is just a normal street on a normal day in a normal Britain…what might happen then?  
· Once they’ve all produced something get them to split into groups (of preferably no more than 4) and take the most dramatic parts from each person’s paragraph to make an amalgamation of the best.  Ensure that each member of the group has some input.  
· Ask a spokesperson from each group to read this paragraph out to the rest of the class and compare what kind of strange things happen!
· If there is time left, read out what Anthony himself has written 
from  ‘…That was what the driver said later’ (p.15)
to    ‘…Are you alright?  Don’t try to move…’ (p.21). 
· What do they think of the book’s version in comparison to their own?  Why might he have started with such a dramatic opening line and then spent the next couple of pages just talking about Scarlett’s life?  Does the contrast work?

3. Location, Location, Location – safe or sinister?



5-14: Level D – Level F
    CfEx: Second – Third Levels
· Either read out to the class (or get them to read it themselves) the text 
from ‘The accident happened on a warm summer afternoon.” (p18)
to ‘......the driver of the van was slumped over the wheel, his head covered in broken glass.’ (p21)

· Concentrate on how Anthony Horowitz manages to make Dulwich seem like a very safe place where nothing scary might happen.  
· Look at the repetition of the ms in ‘warm summer’: what 
kind of sound does that make the pupils think of and how does it make them feel as a consequence? (bees and soporific summer days, surely?!)
· See if anyone in the class can spot the author’s tongue-in-cheek attitude to Dulwich in phrases such as:  

‘ …younger girls who were allowed to face the perils of Dulwich High Street without 

an armed escort…’ (p.19) 
and how he manages to make the place seem really safe and secure and, in fact, rather boring 
(‘flower shop’, ‘organic grocer’s, ‘few old men…lemonade shandies’) (p.19).  
· Then compare that paragraph with 
‘…And then everything happened at once...’ (p.20) 
down to ‘...Scarlett lay still…’.   (p.21)

· See if the class can spot the language/sentence structure used which makes this scene so effective:  

· the short staccato sentences of 
‘…Aidan shouted out.  The driver frantically spun the wheel. The van tilted….’ (p.20).
· The use of dashes to emphasise the drama of the rescue in 
‘…as something – or someone – smashed into her back with incredible force...’ (p.20). 
· The use of onomatopoeia:  
‘smashed’, ‘slap’, ‘jerked’, ‘crashing’. (pp.20 -21).
· Look at the last two sentences of this excerpt:  
‘…A car alarm went off.  Scarlett lay 
still...’ (p.21). 
Contrast these two sentences with the opening three of the excerpt.  Has the author done this deliberately, do they think?  Short, dramatic sentences to start off the description of the accident, long, descriptive sentences to describe the incident fully and then, to complete the scene, shortdramatic sentences again? 
· If there is time then see if the pupils can practise doing this themselves:

using what they’ve learnt from just reading this short extract to try to create a beautiful, safe, peaceful scene and then introduce into it something dark and dangerous.

4. Dreaming








5-14: Level B – Level F
CfEx: First – Third Levels
· Read out the dream sequence excerpt to the class 
from‘…But this dream was more than vivid…’
to ‘…They had met before…’ (p.24). 
· Use this description to initiate a discussion about dreams.  What do the class think of their dreams?  What do they dream of?  Do they have people they know in their dreams or are their dreams peopled with strange, imaginative creatures? Why do we dream?  Has anyone experienced déjà vu?  
· See if they can write down their own worst or best dreams.  
· If there are children who prefer to draw than to write, see if anyone can manage to draw Scarlett’s dream.   How difficult is it to draw an ocean without waves?  Is it possible to make the dunes appear made of dust rather than sand?  How can you make the fact that her steps leave no footprints appear important in the picture? 
· Can any of them draw their own dreams?

Web-based activities:

1.   Profiles
· Go straight to The Power of Five website (http://www.powerof5.co.uk/).  
· Enter the gateway via the Necropolis link and allow the pupils some time to look at the website.  
· Click on The Gatekeepers’ link and take a look at all the profiles of the teenagers in the stories.  
· Ask the pupils to draw up similar profiles first of all for themselves and then for a friend, or a teacher (or a librarian!).  
· Encourage them to let their imaginations loose (within reason!).  What power would they have?  Where would they have been born?  What would their history have been?  Was their previous incarnation human?  

· See if the children can use black card or paper on white to make a reasonable head silhouette as on the website.  
· As far as possible encourage them to mimic the linguistic style of the website so that you end up with numerous profiles but all with extra special powers and strange stories to tell…
2.
Fun and Games
 This last activity can just be a reward for the pupils at the end of any work they may have undertaken.  
· Go this time to Anthony’s own site: http://www.anthonyhorowitz.com/   

· Again allow the pupils some time to browse the site but after allowing them to do this click on the links’ tab, scroll down and take a look at the American version of The Power of Five website which is called The Gatekeepers’ Mini Site.  
· There the pupils will find games and some fun stuff based around the first books.  The games are hardly very challenging and it is definitely a site for the younger age range…but it’s harmless fun!

 
[image: image2.jpg]Scottish
BookTrust

e g e g



