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Scottish Book Trust New Writers Awards 2009 

(in association with the Scottish Arts Council) 

The New Writers Awards (formerly the Scottish Arts Council New Writers Bursaries) will provide eight new writers with financial support to enable them to concentrate on their work, as well as providing professional guidance to move towards publication or a professional production. 
Scottish Book Trust is also delighted to be working with the Gaelic Book Council on a pilot project which will support two New Gaelic Writers.
  
Deadline

Monday 31st August, 12pm (midday)
Funding package

Recipients will receive a cash award of £2,000 in addition Scottish Book Trust will provide tailored professional development support, e.g. mentoring, professional development planning, advice session with publisher/agent. Scottish Book Trust will also provide networking opportunities with publishers/agents. New Writers will be given three months to work on their material before moving forward with professional development support.
Eligibility Criteria
Applications are open to writers who have not published a novel, short story or poetry collection Applicants must have a strong commitment to developing a career in writing. Applicants must be based in Scotland, by this we mean that you must have your principal home in Scotland as opposed to having a residence in Scotland which is used on an occasional basis, however regularly, or for whatever purpose. 


The following exclusions apply:  

· writers who have already received an SAC New Writers Bursary or New Writers Award
· writers who wish to focus solely on plays,  screen or radio plays 
· students in formal education are not eligible. (By formal education we mean accredited School University and College courses, both part- time and full-time. Those taking part in summer schools, evening classes or community education classes may apply).

· writers wishing to apply for an SAC funded Writing Fellowship may not do so until one year has elapsed since receiving a New Writers Award. 
Download the application form  

Assessment process

Applications will be assessed by a panel comprising representatives of Scottish Book Trust and the Scottish Arts Council, including a Scottish Arts Council Specialist Advisor. Applicants will be 

informed of the panel's decision by the week commencing 26th October 2009.
  

Contact Details

Please send your application to: 


Caitrin Armstrong
Writer Development Manager
Scottish Book Trust
Sandeman House
Trunk's Close
55 High Street
Edinburgh
EH1 1SR 

WE WILL NOT RETURN SUBMITTED MATERIAL.
  

If you have any questions contact: 

Caitrin Armstrong, Writer Development Manager
0131 524 0177
caitrin.armstrong@scottishbooktrust.com 


Scottish Book Trust is committed, in all its activities, to the promotion of equal opportunities and the elimination of discrimination on the grounds of race, colour, nationality, ethnic or national origin, religion, political belief, social or economic class, marital or parental status, sex, sexual orientation, age, history of illness or disability. This policy applies to all grades and positions, all conditions of employment and to all events, projects and campaigns run by Scottish Book Trust.


