A Word In Your Lug! 

Report by Elaine Kent, Cultural Co-ordinator, Renfrewshire Council

How the project came about
Scunnered, bonnie, crabbit, dreich ……… although Scotland’s rich heritage is reflected in the vocabulary children use every day, many are completely unaware that the words they use are not in fact English but Scots.  “A Word In Your Lug!” set out to raise awareness of the Scots language amongst class teachers and pupils and provide an opportunity for young people to express themselves in their native tongue.  Funding was obtained through A Curriculum for Excellence and the Scottish Book Trust and the project was organised and managed by Renfrewshire Council’s Cultural Co-ordinators.  
Work with the schools began in April 2006 with a CPD session for 20 primary teachers led by Matthew Fitt, Scots Language Development Officer with Itchycoo Publishing.  Matthew showed how Scots can be used in the classroom and provided lots of practical ideas for games and activities to encourage talking and writing in Scots.  The level of enthusiasm was immense and staff left the session brimming with ideas and ready to “have a go” with their own classes. In her evaluation of the course one teacher wrote, “I could have stayed longer!”  - not the usual response to a twilight CPD session taking place at the end of the school day!

During May Matthew was able to visit a number of classes but the bulk of the work was completed by the teachers themselves during their class’s Language lessons.  Pupils wrote recipes, poems, stories and fairy tales, demonstrating their creativity, imagination, flair and – perhaps surprisingly – a firm grasp of the Scots Language. 

Teachers were invited to submit examples of their pupils’ writing to be included in an anthology entitled “A Word In Your Lug!” and the publication was launched at a very special event in the magnificent setting of Paisley Abbey. Friends and family gathered to see each young person presented with a commemorative certificate and a copy of the anthology.  Dr Christine Robinson, Director of Scottish Language Dictionaries gave a speech emphasising the importance of keeping the Scots Language alive and also donated a Scots Language CD ROM to each pupil.
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The launch of “A Word In Your Lug!” at Paisley Abbey, Renfrewshire, June 2006
Reflections of a class teacher

“Having enjoyed a Scots Language course delivered by Matthew Fitt, I embarked on the task of introducing this to my P5 class.  Using ideas given by Matthew, I introduced the suggested activities for early school, since this group of children had never worked on Scots Language. The children enjoyed this as much as I enjoyed teaching it! 

“The benefits of this were tremendous. Many children sought input from grannies and grandpas and this was of great benefit to us.  Books appeared from the attics of some houses and children had clearly been discussing the contents with their parents. In class we had great fun listening to and reading texts, although some pronunciation left a lot to be desired, my own included!

“After much fun ”work”, we set out to produce a piece of writing in Scots. We used a website which was a great help and a Scots dictionary. This wasn’t always successful – the Scots for “pet” (as in “dear”) being used for animals!  My class managed to produce pieces of writing from 10 children which were included in the anthology “A Word In Your Lug”.  The hard work had been worth it!”

Anne McGuigan, Class Teacher, St Fillan’s Primary, Houston

Sustainability

One of the aims of the project was to motivate teachers so that they would take forward the promotion of Scots language in their own schools and I think we achieved this. Teachers have explored ways to introduce Scots Language into P1-7 and have considered how to disseminate the experiences of this project to allow others to benefit, including offering to run CPD sessions to help promote the use of Scots language and planning whole school projects and development. The anthology itself is another obvious legacy of the project: “A Word In Your Lug!” has been sent to every school and library in Renfrewshire, providing a record of the project and a useful educational resource for teachers, and one of our secondary schools now plans to use it as part of their St Andrews Day celebrations.

Embracing A Curriculum for Excellence

We received £1200 towards the project as it was felt to match very well the following capacities ACE promotes:

Successful Learners - "When children and young people have competence in language and good literacy skills they can gain access to all areas of learning. Developing their skills in talking and writing enables them to develop and communicate their thoughts and opinions effectively." The ACE document also says: "Scotland has a rich diversity of languages and dialects and teachers should value and build upon the languages that children bring to school. The languages and literature of Scotland provide a valuable source for learning about culture, identity and language." 
Confident Individuals - "Language is an important expression of identity. Effective communication helps children and young people to relate positively to others and interact successfully in different social contexts. Competence and confidence in talking, reading and writing are important to self-respect and are extended through the continued study of their own and other languages. Through their reading, children and young people are able to explore other people’s experiences, emotions and relationships in the safe contexts of literature. Within this range of reading, studying Scottish literature allows children and young people to develop their own sense of one of the creative forces within Scottish culture." 
Effective Contributors - "Through expressing their creativity individually or as part of a group, children and young people can contribute to the life of their school and community through, for example, writing and sharing their stories and poems.  As they progress, they can use their skills in writing creatively in increasingly sophisticated ways, and share this work with others. As they develop an awareness of audience and register they can learn to communicate successfully in ways which are appropriate for different situations." 
(A Curriculum for Excellence; Building the Curriculum) 

The following quote is from the Learning and Teaching website: "The place of Scots will take some winning over the coming decades. Schools and educators can make a difference – they can help to legitimise the Scots tongue and help children to relish and enjoy its incisive and expressive variety.” This project in Renfrewshire has shown just how rewarding and valuable an undertaking the “winning over” can be.
